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To 
ALGERNON CHARLES SWINBURNE, Esq. 
Mt Deak Sir, 

It is a very great [deasare to be allowed to 
dedicate this first adequate edition of die Poetry of 
Herrick — to you. I asked this, in order to express 
my sense of the privilege with which you honour me 
in your old-&ahionedly Iraig and full letters on literary 
matters ; and also, of the rare combination in your 
pdson, of supreme original genius in many directions 
with the most punstaking and laborious research into 
oar eariier litoature, and a swift, almost prodigal 
recognitioD of others, whether dead or living. 

No more than can any, will you admire everything 
in the Haperides. But I shall be disappointed if you 
do not ratify my decision to reproduce the whole rather 
than excise: 

I have worked prolongedly and thoroughly on these 
three volumes. I place them beneath penetrative but 
most human eyes in yours. 
I am. 

My dear Sir, 

Ever faithfully, 
ALEXANDER B. GROSART. 
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Preface. 

'T^HEKE have been Eight complete and distinct 
editions or the Poems of Herkice, since be him- 
self, in 1647-8, published his " Hespeiides, ot Works 
Both Humane and Divine of Robert Herrick, Esq" 
— the 'Divine' moiety being dated 1647 (— 1647-£), 
and separately paged and fonning the closing and not 
the opening portion of the book. It seems clear that a 
very laige impression must have been taken of the first 
edition; for it sufficed for the demands of the Cavalios 
and of The Restoiadon and until well on in the 19th 
century. One curious typogiaphical difference in copies 
of the same-dated volume suggests that the types may 
have been kept standing for awhile. In the Sesperidtt 
page 307, while the catchword " 11. Where" is found 
in some — as in my own — the stanza to which it belongs 
is dropped out and page 308 commences with 

" 13. It is vain to sing or stay." 
In most cofoes that I have examined and had reported 
on, the stanza spears as in our VoL II. page 1 39. 

To Sylvanus Urban, Esq., (Nichols) — darum tt 
venerabiie nomen to every one who really loves our olden 
literature and to whom be is a genuine personality — 
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vUi. PREFACE. 

belongs the honour of having been the first in later 
times to recall attention to the (thai) long-n^ected 
PoeL This was in the G^ntiemaifs Magasine for 1796 
and 1797, FoUowiog his "Letters" came in 1798 
Dr. Nathan Drake's still most pleasant Literary 
Hours (VoL III., ist edition : Nos. 43, 43, and 44, 3rd 
edition, 1804) on the Life, Writing and Genius of 
Hkrrick, with well-put quotations, and genial if not 
always accurate criticism. Some years later (iSio) Dr. 
NoTT, of Bristol, pubhshed the following : — " Sdect 
Poems &om the Hesperides or Works both Human and 
Divine, of Robert Hetrick, Esq, with Occasional 
Remarics by J. N. Accompanied also with the Head, 
Autographe [w] and Seal of the FocL Bristol, Printed 
and published by J. M. Gutch, 15 Small Street Sold 
also by Messrs. IxHigman, Hurst, Rees, and Onne, 
Fatemostei Row, and I. Miller, 72, Chancery Lane, 
London, n.d. (8™ pp. viii and i53)." On this Selection 
the well-known friend of Coleridge and Lamb and other 
contemporary 'mighties' — Mr. Barron Field (not 
SouTHBy as frequently stated) wrote a chatty critique in 
the Quarterly Review {iox August 1810).* Not until 

* Peter Cunningha.m, Esq., in Nolcs and Queries, isl s. x. 17, 
coniparcil with Walfbrd's edilion of the Hcspcridcs, p.iii., and 1846 
edition, (it/ro) 1. iviii. 
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i8a3 was a complete edition fiiroisbed. This was done 
with adminible carefulness and enthusiasm bjr the late 
accomplished Thohas HAnxAND,Esq.,of Dundremian, 
Advocate, afterwards as a Judge of the Scottish Court 
of Session, named Lord Dumdrshnan. It was in 
two Tolnmes, post 8™, and a few copies in small 
V : " Edinburgh Reprinted (or W. and C. Tait 
hdcccxxiil" On the title{>age is a woodcut of the 
bust of Herrick with his autogr^h. Prefixed is a 
Kographical Notice (pp. v. — jxl): Vol L pp. aSS: 
VoL 11., pp. 396, followed by pp. 38 Table of Contents 
to both volumes. In 1825 a limited number of " re- 
mainder" copies of Lord Dundrennan's edition having 
been purchased by the late William Pickering, he 
gave them fresh title-pages with his original motto 
"Perennis et Fragrans," and a steel portrait by 
WoRTHiNGTON. Otherwise the books are identical 

In August 1S12, in 2^ Rttrosptdive Sevieiu (VoL V. 
p. 156) Lord Dundrennan's edition was examined in a 
ddigfatfiil P^jer — the Writer of which one would 
gladly know. In 1839 appeared "Selections from the 
Hesperides and Works of the Rev. Robert Herrick 
(Antient) Vicar of Diean-Prior, Devon. By the late 
Charles Short, Esq., F.R.S. and F.S.A, London: 
John Murray, Albemarle SUeet mdcccxxxix. (pp. 
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X. PREFACE. 

« 

xiv. and 3i6.) Is 1844 was published iopi^>er covers 
2 vols. i6ina an unpretentious but not at all an un- 
worthy little edition intrinsically "edited by Hbmrv G. 
Clakkb" (London : H. G. Clarke & Co.). In 1846 
came Wlliam Filtering's typc^raphically beautiful 
and attractive edition ; a vols., cr. 8*°, and a few on 
large paper. The Editor was neither vigihmt nor 
amiable. The Writer of the Memoir disclaimed the 
editing.! He was the late Sauuel Weller Singer. 
He might equally have relinquished any merit for his 
Memoir seeing that as Mr, Hazlitt not unjustly remarks, 
it is " but a lame paraphrase of that attached to the 
edition of 1833," and altogether is periimctorily done.^ 
In 1S48 was published "Selections fiom Herrick for 
Tianalatioo into latin Verse with a short Preface by 
the Rev. A. J. Madeaae, M.A., Trinity CoUege, Cam- 
bridge, Prindpal of Brighton CoUege (London : George 
Bell; ppw 79, i6mo.) Other complete editions appeared 
in 1850 and 185a — each in 2 vols. That of 1853, two 
vols. lama, was published by Bohn (Vol I. pp. 313 : 
Vol II., pp. 338). In 1856, Pickering's of 1846 was 
reprinted in the United States : " Boston : Little, 
Brown, & Co. ; Vol I., pp. 340 : Vol II., pp. 398) 

t Notes and Qucriu, lat a. Vol. I. p. 4^9. 
t Vd. I. p. V. 
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In 1859 we have the ibUowing: "The Poetical Woiks 
d Robeit Herrick, mntaining his " Hespendes " and 
" Noble Numbers." With a Bit^iaphical Memoir by 
R Waifoid, H.A., Late Scholar of Baliol ColL, Oxford. 
Ltmdon: Reeves and Turner, 338 Strand. 1859. 
(Post 8™, pp. XL and 608) ; and finally in 1869, 
this : — " Hesperides the Poems and other Remains of 
Robert Henick now First Collected. Edited by 
W. Carew HazlitL London: John Russell Smith, 
Sobo Square, 1869. (3 vols., cr. 8" : Vol. I. pp. xxx 
and t — 355 : Vol IL, pp. 356— 536 : copies also on 
large paper). Mr. Hazlitt disavows responsibility for 
the text, which is virtually that of Fidcering's of 1846 ; 
but in the Biogr^hical Notice he has intercalated 
sotoe additions and conecti<His within brackets, and in 
Appendices added Poems &om HSS., etc Of these 
and the different editions enumerated more will be 
found in the Hemotial-Introduction (II. Critical). 

For all these Eight editions the admim of Heirick 
isgralefiiL Noneiswithoutitsownmerits. Therefore 
Dcoe ought to be undervalued. 
Now fcff the present editioa It is distinguished 

fona preceding by these things : — 

I. The text is for ifufint time reproduced in integri^ 
(a) from the Authw'B own edition of 1647-8 — 
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Italics, cf^itals and panctuation being his own, 
save that his list of emua and a few others ovei^ 
looked by him have been put light ; (b) from 
other books and from MSS. with exact collation of 
the originals whether printed or MS. 
3. For the first time an effort has been made to anno- 
tate and illustrate wherever there seemed a call for 
it Hitherto except Dr. Nott's occasional Notes 
to his " Selections," nothing has been done wotth- 
while even to explain words and allusions, or to 
inform on names, &c The Author's own few 
Notes bear his ioitial (H); a few from Dr. Nott 
bear his initial (N). For the rest, in Thomas 
Fuller's phrase " my meannesse is respoosible " 
(Abel Redevivus : Ep. ded. 1651). 

3. For the first time the facts and circumstances of the 

life are fuUy told. Hitherto the Memoirs have 
been meagre and fragmentary. On almost every 
point in the Biography new information is now 
given, previous erron corrected, and old data 
brought into their places. 

4. For the first time an attempt at an adequate Estimate 

of these Poems and of the Man is made. This 
forms the second division of the Memorial-Intro- 
duction. 
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5. Fw the first time there is given a thorough Glossaiial 

Index, Index of first lines, and other helpful tq>- 
paratus. 

6. The Portrait (on steel) is for the fint imt true to 

the original of 1647-8. Of it I sgtak in relation 

to others elsewhere. 

As I must fiiUy concede, Herrick is one of 
those Poets of whom more than most of equal 
kind and quality of genius, a Selection rath^ than 
a CoUectifKi in entirety, might plausibly be deemed 
prefeiaUe and at this day suSident Dr. Nott's and 
Short's and Madeane's were very acceptable, as far as 
they went ; and still more so I do not doubt will be 
Mr. Fkancis Tdkher Palgravs's announced " Selec- 
tions " for the " Golden Treasury " series of Messrs. 
Maanillan & Co. " Selections " such as the last, will 
cany Herrick v4iither we would scarcely choose to 
have the whole carried ; for we would not choose to 
have oar wives or duldren come on the sorrowful nasti- 
oesses of too many of the (socalled) Epigrams and occa- 
raonid lines of the other Poems. But sedng that the 
existence of Notf s and Short's and Madeane's and now 
of Mr. Palgrave's " Selections " makes it unnecessaiy 
for such to possess Herridi completdy, there remains 
conMderation for others. For my part I am dear that 
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in the interest of students of aai Literature and of our 
national morals and progress, it is a thing of tnithfid- 
ness that any book that is called for ought to be fur- 
nished honestly. Only so can genuine verdicts be 
airived at ; only so can the History of our national Lite- 
rature be written in the knowledge of its formative and 
infonning elements ; and above all, only so is it possible 
to solve questions that aie thickening on us, questions 
that take us to the voy roots of our national life 
and activity. Personally, I &anUy acknowledge that I 
should not elect to publish completely either Hemck 
or Donne or others; but ance they are imperatively 
and encreaangly demanded, it is, I must repeat, a thing 
of truth as against falsehood that the Works shall be 
made accessible in int^iity of text — all save students 
of our Literature being warned off to " Selections " 
specially provided. It isn't a matter of casuistry but 
of indisputable honoiu if the thing is to be done at all 
— not to say that your compiler of " Selections " like 
your fine-nosed searcher after heresy, is too often ex- 
tremely unpoetic, un^mpathetic and narrow in his 
vision, and grubs up the Passion-flower or moth-wing- 
like Pansy because forsooth, a slug has trailed across 
it, s^htless to the gloiy of bloom and tint as to the 
iridiscence of even the slug's pathway. 
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I have right cordially to thank several literary fHends 
for willing aid rendered me in these volumes. Fore- 
most, as usual, is my very dear friend Dr. Brihslkt 
Nicholson vith his ever-fecund resources and untiring 
painstaking,and next to him MilFrakcis T. Palgravs. 
When I had finished my annotation, the ' copy ' was 
submitted to these two good friends, with the result of 
enriching my Notes considerably. The Rev. W. E. 
BucKLBY, MJL, of Hiddleton Cheney, Banbuiy, the 
Rev. TiKMCAS Ashe, M.A. (now of Crewe), John 
Shblly, Esq., Plymouth, Giorce R Whits, Esq., 
Glenthom, Devon, have &vouied me with their occa- 
nonal notes and suggestions. For geneali^jcal and other 
data I owe emphatic thanks to Colonel Chester, <^ 
Beimondsey, the Rev. Thomas Pxlham Dai.s, M.A., 
St Vedast, London, the Rev. W. T. Freer, M.A., 
Honj^ton-on-the-Hill, Leicester, and Miss Herrick 
Macaulav, Leicester, the Rev. L. R. Carter, M.A., 
Kantham, Suffolk, the late W. Per&v-Herrick, Esq., 
Beaumanor, W. A. Abrah, Esq., Blackburn, and W. 
H. Chapfeli., Esq., LoodcRt. In certain of the 
patristic references (all loose) I was helped by 
pROFBS5c« LicHTTOOT, of Cambridge : and Father 
PuRBRiCK, of Stonyfauist, as always, freely opened to 
me the noble library of the College: I must add that. 
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repeatedly, the Printer of these books (Mr. Robert 
Roberts, of Boston), who is of the nearly defunct type 
of literary craftsmen, has laid me under pleasant obliga- 
tion in various ways. 

And so I commend Robert Herrick to the present 
generation and coming generations : — 

"Thou living voice from olden times, 

That like a spirit travellest on 
From lip to lip, from heart to heart 

Linking' our own to those long' gone : 
'Tis with a throbbing heart I hear 

Thy welUknown voice of harmonies. 
Float — like past boyhood, — on my ear. 

With old ancestral memories I 
Oh I thou art as an unseen sank 

That communes with us, till we be 
Quite space-and-time tree, blended all 

With thy deep essence lovingly ; 
Thou art a stirring note, blown on 

Imagination's magic hom. 
But out of date in these dull days. 

When Faith is of her visions shorn." 

(Henry Ellison.) 

ALEXANDER B. GROSART. 

St. George's Vestiy, 

June 19th, 1876. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 
In my Essay I give reasons for rejectiDg poems 
ascribed to Henick by Mr. W. C Hazlitt in his 
edition of the Works ; here it may be well to repeat 
that one <rf the Poems (I. Description of a Woman) 
that he imagined had not before been printed, 
appeared in "Wit's Recreati<ms'' ( 1640) ; and that one 
of the aDe^ied new pieces (On Julia's Weeping) fonns 
one of the couplets in Haperiia. More remarkable 
still, instead of the " six or eight " poems of the Hts- 
pcrides that Mr. Hazlitt states had originally appeared 
in "Wit's Recreations," no fewer than 6a so appeared — 
all as noticed in the places. 
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Memorial- jHtroducHon. 

I. BIOGRAPHICAL. 

|ERRICiC himself proudly recalls his 
" deaie aocestrie " generally, and spe- 
I dfically works into his Book " of the 
I Just " — of irfiich more in the sequel — 
celebtations of many members of his family on both 
sides, as well direct as indirect (by maniages). It 
seems thdefbre only fitting that in the outset his Bio- 
grapher should avail himsdf of recently-given details 
of Pedigree, corrective of and supplementary to Nichols, 
and others.' 

The earliest known seat in En^and of the Hemcks 
was Sttetton Magna or Great Stretton, (Leicestershire) 

' ITidlola* Hiitoc; and Andqaitiea of the COontj of Ldcena 
(VoLILpait D.p.6ij and pp. 501-3) bai been diiplaced id m tat 

MIowiDg moM laborioua local hialixy : " The Hittory of Uuket 
HaibonM^fa with that portion of the Hoodcedof Ganne, LaoeWei- 
»biie,comainuig tlu pariihes of Bajcgrave, Billeadon [etc, etc, etc.] 

.vkfa an acoDunt of the Lorda of the Haoon and tbdr 

hfigieei ; and a list of the I^wnis and Rectora of each liiing | 
a DescnpioD of the Chordwa, Honumenu, &c, by John Harwood 
Hill, B.Ah F^.A., Ldccncf : printed for the subscribers (and not 

* 
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and which is sometimes called Bishop Stretton, from 
being the birtb-pUce of Robert Eyrick, Bishop of Lich- 
field, who in 1378 founded a. 'Chantiy' there. It is 
told <tf him that at the time of his consecradoQ he was 
" obliged to have some one to read the profession of 
canonical obedience before the Archbishop, as he could 
not read " ' — no unusual thing then. Eariier still, viz. 
in 1334, Isabella, wife of Ivo Herrick — Ivo su^esting 
the Norse traditionaiy lineage from Erik — " recovered 
seisin in i«latt(») to the Manor of Stretton, from Matilda, 
daughter of Ivo Eyrick, of three and a half acres and 
one messuage."* The following is the Pedigree of 
Eyrick of Great Stretton. 
— Kjrikk of Sucitiai, temp Heiuy 111.-— 



Robert EriK^ of Stretton. John Ejiidi, oT Stretton — 



wtwni descend the 
Eyticlu of Houghton. 

piAlisbed) bjr Waid and Sons, 187;, tolio pp. ivt. and 345. In 
these genealogical details Mr. Hill is mj autbuiity, unless othn- 
¥rise Duukcd. ' Hill, as before, p. no. ' Ihd. * Itiii, p. 11.1. 
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The Stretton Eyricks — as refwesented hj Sr William 
Efrick, KnL — are next found at Houghton, anciently 
called Houkton, Hohtone, Houltone, and Hou^tcm- 
on-the-Hill, about six miles from Leicester. The stoiy 
of this ' Lordship ' is a stirring and various-coloured 
OD& Many lustrous names figure in it, especially the 
Zoacbes or La Zonches, Ferrers, &dingtons,and Beau- 
moDts, and later the Freers. The Church — dedicated 
to St Catharine — lies in a lig^t of ancient glory. One 
of the most venerable ' Rectors ' was Tobias Heyricke 
B.D. 1605, who died in 1637. The branches of the 
Houghton Herricks aie manifold. I can only record 
the more noticeable. As at Stretton the spelling of the 
name was Eridce, Eyreke or Eyrick. Robert Ericke 
of Houston, had two sons, by Agnes his wife : Robert, 
^Asa died without issue, and Thomas, "of Houghton- 
on4be-HilI, Gent," who afterwards settled at Leicester. 
This Thomas is the first of the name that ap^ean in 
the Corpoiatton-Books of Leicester, where he is men- 
tioned as a member of that body in i5ir. He died 
" about six years afterwards, most probably in early life, 
as he never executed the office of chief magistrate of 
L«cester." His Will is dated 1517. Nicholas and 
John, the two sons of this Thomas Eyri(±, became 
fieemen of Leicester in 1535 Nicholas, the eldest, 
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was Mayor of Lekester in 1553, and "had, it is 
bdeved, two sons, Thomas and John." Jcrfin, as 
appears by the CoipomtioD-Booka was made &ee in 
1568 ; and he had a son (probably named John) for 
"old John, in his Will dated in 1588, ^ves a small 
legacy to his godson, the son of his cousin John Eyrick ; 
and it is well knovn that in those days uncles called 
their nephews cousins."* John Eyrick, the younger son 
of Thomas, was twice Mayor of Leicester; and by 
Maiy, his wife, daughter of John Bond, of Ward End, 
otherwise Little ftomwich, in the county of Warwick, 
Esquire, had live sons and seven dau^tets.' The 
following curious epitaph tX this John Heytick and 
Maiy, his wife, is in St Martin's Church, Leicester, on 
an upright marble, at the East end of the North aisle, 
in what is still called Heyrick's Chapel : — 
" Here lieth buried the body of John Hbtrickb, late ai 
this parish, who departed this life y* 3nd of April, 1589, 
beinge about the age of 76. He did marrie the 
daughter of John Bond, of Wardend, of the county ti 
Warwicke, Esquire, who lived with y* saide Marie in 

* See this cuikmtl^ iUustnUed by "The London Prodigal" wbo 
invariably calls his uncle " uncle,'* while die nude as invariablr 
calls the QEpbew "coomn.*' 

* Ibid, p. ii8> Intcrcsdng data are here friTcn on all these 
" sons and daughters " — not nucessaiy to be fuinished hjr us. 
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one bouse, full 53 ytan\ and in all dtat time never 
buried man, woman, nor chitde, though they were 
sometiines 30 in a household. He had inue by the 
said Marie, 5 sonns and 7 daughters, vix ; Robert, 
^ncl)olas, Thomas, John, and William ; and daughters, 
Ursula, Agnes, Elirabeth, Ellen, Christian and Alice. 
The said John was Mayor of this towne in anno 1559 1 
and again in anno 1572. The said Marii dq>arted 
this life y* 8th of December, 161 1, being of the age 97 
years. She did see before her departure, rf her chil- 
dren, and her children's children, to the number 
0(148."' 

Robot Heyricke, the fint Km of John and Maiy 
dnis celebrated, was three times Mayor <i LeiccEter, 
and was M.P. for the borough, with John Chyp[^dale, 
Esq., " ±e indenture cf whose retum is dated nth of 
October. — 30 Elizabeth."* He had large property, 
being possessed of the Franciscan or Grey, and the 
Augustus Friais, in Leicester, with a consideiable 
estate adjoining to the latter, besides other estates; 
and although he had eleven children, was a great bene- 
factor to the town of Leicester. 

In 159S, "were granted from the Herald's office, 
imto Robert and William Herrick, the sonns of John 
Heyrick, the sonne ai Thomas Herick, aiiat Ekick, of 

' IMd, p. 118. ■ Jhii, pp. 118-19. 
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HoughtOD, in the county of Leicesta, geot, and their 
postmty for eva. — A certain creast or bsdge, ivy, on a 
wreath of these colours, a bull's head Argent, yssuing 
forth of a laurell garland, the mussel], ears, and homes 
tipped Sable, to be annexed and bome with their 
aundent coat of annes, which is. Silver, a fess verrey Or, 
and Gules."» 

The old Aldennan Heyrick died in 1618, and is 
thus described on an upright stone in St Martin's. — 

" Here lieth the bodie of Robert Herick, Ironmonger and 
Aldennan of Lncester, who had been thrise Maior 
thereof. Hee was the eldest son to John Henick and 
Marie, and had two sonnea and 9 daughters bjr one 
wife, with iriiom he lived 51 years. At his death he 
gave away 16 pound 10 shillings a yeare to good uses. 
He lived 78 yean : and after dyed very godly the 
14th of June, 1618. All flesh is grasses but younge 
and ould must die : and so we pass in judgment by 

The Fortnut of this Robert Heirick is still preserved 
in the Town Hall of Leicester, thus inscribed : 

" His picture whom you here see. 

When he is dead and rotten j 

By this shall he remembered be, 

When he would be foigotten. 

* Ibid, p. 119. ■ na, p, 116, 
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The descendants of these Leicester Henicks gave 
various deigymen to the Church ot P-wgiatw^ and 
eminent dtizem to London and elsewhere.' Two 
things in thnr descent and intennaniages claio) pasting 
notice frcmt their linking on to still greater modem 
names, viz., i. That an Atngafl Erick, of Leicester, 
(probably of the bnaiy of the first Nicholas) mairicd 
in 1665, Jonathan Swift, of Ldcestenhire, bthcr of the 
Dean of St. Patricks, a. That Anne, daughter of the 
Rev. Samuel Heyiick, H.A., Rector of Btamton Ash, 
CO. Northampton, married the Rev. Aulay Macaulay, 
vicar of Rothley and brother of Zachary Macaulay, 
father of Lord Macaulay. 

Turning back now to Nicholas Heyrick, the second 
son ofjohn and Mary of the qiita^ih before given, he 
was "articled in or ix&xe the year r556, to a gold- 
smith of emineiice in Cho^ide, London, in which 
place and profession he afterwards himself setded."* 
By a lucky accident I have obtained the record of his 
marriage-license as granted by the Bisht^ of London. 
It was issued "8 Dec 1583 "and the parties are des- 
cribed as '* Nicholas Herycke, Goldsmith, and Julian 
Stone, spinster, of the city of London." They were 

' lUd, ^. 119 — III. * /ttrf, p. III. 
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"to many at St Leonard's, BromlejF, oo. UiddleseL"* 
This Julian Stone is usually described as a dau^ter of 
WUiam Stone, of S^^enhoe, in Bedfordshire, Esquire ; 
Imt Segenhoe did not come to the Stones until 1632 ; 
so that such descriptioD is by prolepsis.* She was 
sister to Anne, Lady Soame, wife of Sit Stephen 
Soame, Knight, Lord Mayor of London (159S). For- 
tunately the Registeis of their Parish Church — Sl 
Vedast, Foster I^ne, London — escaped the fire ; and 
I am enabled by the kindness of the present Rectw 
(the Rev. Thomas Pelham Dale, M.A.) to fUmish 
hitherto unknown family details, as follows : — 

1. William Hcrricke sonne to Nidiolas Herricke was 
baptized the xxiiii. day of November 1585. 

2. Martha Herricke the daughter of Nicholas Herridce 
was baptized the xxii<^ day <rf January, 1586. 

3. Mercie the daughter of Nicholas Herricke was bap- 
tized the xxii*^ day of December, 1586. 

4. Thmnas Herricke sonne to Nicholas Herricke was 
baptized the vii*^ day of May, 15S8. 

5. Nicholas Herricke sonne to Nicholas Herricke was 
baptized the xxij*' of April 1589. 

6. Anne Herricke the daugfater<rf Nidiolas Herricke was 
baptized the xxvi day of July 1590 

7. Robert Herricke Sonne to Nicholas Herricke was bap- 
tized the utiiii day of August iSQi. 

* Tbrongb Colonel Chester, Bermoudsey, LondoB, 
' Ibid, — who ha> supplied me with the facts. 
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There was a'poathumous E<n, WKnoi ^boiB 1593) 
as^^teaist^apoeaiiatte&f^vvMy- The 'Robert' 
of lUs By'ec'VWOHr Poet So that it is seen his 
IJ.B II ftiiiiiTTinii I was Thomas Eyrick of Houghton-oa- 
the-Hill (ob. 1517) — ^his graodfatber, John Eyrick <^ 
Leicester, son of Thomas (ob. 1589) — his father, 
Nicholas Hemcke or Heyrick, and son of John of 
Leicester. He was named ' Robert ' after the famous 
Robert of Leicestei as is proved by a small legacy to 
him as Ms ' godsonne.'' Very soon after the birth of 
Robert a dark shadov fell across the hearth and house- 
hold in Cheapside — for the &ther died in 1593, and 
was buried on " the ix^ day " of the month.' Family 
p^)ers at Beaumanor inform us that the death was 
cansed by a M £rom an upper window of his own 
houses These also reveal that at the time the fall was 
suspected to have been not acddental but intentionaL 
Hie Will — which it is our privil^[e to print for the first 

■ In hu mu in 1617 be kaTES "To Iti>bert H^ricke my 
Uothcr ITidnlayi aaa, my pyiaaa, five poondi." 

' tiraallr be ii said to have died on tbe 9th Noremba, bat the 
aOij in the I^isttr of Vedaat, Foster Lane, U : — " Nichoku 
Hemcke a goUunitlt was buried the iith day of Norember i jgt." 
HUB would ■can to indicale that be died on the very daj of making 
hiifnH(7(h). He coaM hardly have been buried on the same day 
that he died. 
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time from the origioal, and which is dated only two days 
before the fimeral, gives no suspidoD of suicide. It 
thus runs — iiUratm; — 

" In the name of God Amen The seaventhe Daye of 
November A thousand fltve hundreth ninety twoe I Nicho- 
las Hericke goldsmith of perfecte memorye in sowie but 
sicke in bodye Doe make and ordayne this my Last will 
and testament wherein I Doe commend my Sowie to the 
handes of Almighty god And my Bodye to be buryed in the 
parrishe Churche of 5' fiosters My wieldly goods I will and 
give as the Lorde hathe given me freely in this sorte My 
state is worthe three thowsand poundes I giue to my 
Loving wyfe Julyan Hericke the thirde parte which is one 
thowsand poundes And the twoe partes to be Devided my 
funeralls being Discharged amongest my six children my 
twoe Brothers Robert and William chefe overseers And my 
sonnes Thomas and Nicholas wholle and sole Executors 
This I request my brethren to see performed Nicholas 
Hericke Witnesses William Herricke Helyn Holden* 
V.H." 

This Will is stated by Mr. HazUtt" and othets not to 
have been forthcoming on the death ; but as it bears 

' IxttciB of Administratioii were granted in the PmogatiTe Court 
o( Canlcrbury ) j Feb. 1591-3 to Roben Hoiicke, brodter of leata- 
or, during the minority of Thomas and Nicholas Henicke the sons 
and exeenlora named in the will, the relict Julian Hcmclce having 
lenouDCed. Becoided in Book " NcvcU," folio gj. 

■ Biographical Notice, a» before, p. liii. 
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ifaat Letters <A Adnumstiation were granted in the 
ProugatiTe Court of Cantertury so eaily as Feb. i3tb 
■593-3, this must be a mistake. All the more deplor- 
aUe ccmsequently was it that mmouTS swiftlj' taken up 
by Dr. Fletcher, Bishop of Bristol, as High Ahnoner, 
led to a claim by him on the whole "goods and 
diattels" of the allied suidde. After weaiy and 
wearing litigation, the matter was referred to arbitration, 
and the Kshop was awarded ^>30 only, "in satis- 
bcticm of all pretensions." It was £210 taken grasp- 
in^y from the "widow and the fotherless" — one of, 
alas ! many unscrupulous actions of diis constantly 
impecunious Bishop. (Sorrow it is to us thus to speak 
of the father of John Retcher and a brother of the ooble 
Dr. dies Fletchn, &ther of Fhineas and Giles 
Fletcher.)' 

The surroundings of Robert as a child, then Uttle 
more than a year old, as of the entire family, were thus 
black enou^; but their wt^dly prospects were not alto- 
gedier inauspicious. If not to be regarded as wealthy, 
Nichtdas Heirick must have been in &iiiy easy circum- 
stances. 'Sy his Will (supra) he himself estimated his 
entire property at ;^30oo ; but it realized actually 
^£'5000, which may be set down as equal to ^^35,000 
lo-day. Eaily in 1593 came a posthumous child, who 
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was named WDliam, the " dying brother " of some 
touching lines in the Hetptrides* As he was bom 
at Hany Campion's house at Hampton, [Court] the 
widow appears to have ledied thitkec Fhoi bii^ 
vMEiCfll iSEKioc *lD IBS qIbc^s nmn^Aace h noKs ^s 
though a shadow of mysteiy was allowed to hang over 
his memoiy.* He thus writes of him : — 

" To the reverend thade of his religious Father, 
That for seven Lustert I did never come 
To doe the Rites to thy Religious Tombe } 
That ndtlier haire was cut, or true teaies died 
By me, o'r thee, (as jiutmetitt to the dead) 
For^pve, forgive me; since I did not know 
Whether thy bones had here their Rest, or no. 
But now 'tis known. Behold; behokl, I bring 
Unto thy Ghost th' Effused Offering : 
And look, what Smallage, Night-^ade, Cypresse, Yew, 
Unto the shades have been, or now are due. 
Here I devote ; And something more then so ; 
I come to pay a Debt of Birth I owe. 
Thou gav'st me life ( but mortal ) ; For that (We 
Favour, lie make full satisfaction ; 
For my life mortall. Rise from out my Hersc^ 
And take a life immortall from my verse."* 

■ VoL I. p. iij. 

* Pmbably (be body had bren secretly buried and the place kept 
seciel in tas of its being buikd as that of a saidde. The lapidity 
of the bursa], nro days ai less atta death, is significani certainly. 

• Vol. L, pp. 4i.6. 
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As annfTJahH? jo tite [Jace ' scveD Lusters ' is =: 35 
^ais, and gives 1636 as the date of the long-delayed 
filial tribute^ This was only thiee years before the 
modieT'E deaO. It it aot CHf iRawAn^katofiK- 
pIain the son's ignorance of his Ekthet's burial-place ; 
but if the litigatioa extended over yeais and years, he 
may iatend a snl>allusion in ' Rest ' to the undecided 
qoestion as to suicide or accident — the fonoer involving 
ecclesiastically an unconseciate grave and a daritened 
memcxy — for. the Bishop in his greed made no pitiful 
allowance for so much as temporary insanity, even sup- 
posmg his intended self-destruction had been true. As 
an in&nt of 14 months only, he could himself have no 
personal reoollectionE. Be this as it nuy, by the Will 
the children were confided to the guardianship of their 
onde, William Heirick, (afterward from the boring ^• 
fiiQy <rf a diamond for ±e King, cieated Sir William) 
— who was also a goldsmith in Cheqside and pros- 
perous in every way.' From our Poefs kindly recol- 
lectHHis of " beloved Westminst^ " it may be pretty 
safely assumed that that venerable School may ckum 

* la ApfmcUx A to tbii MnDo^-Imrodnakni will be fmud 
gaxalogicsJ and ddm details on the Bcaumauw Hcrricks ; and 
abo ID Appendix B a tiiUcr notice ttian hiiheno of one cntincnt 
meniba oftlK faauVf, (be Waiden of Mancheww CoUegE. 
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him for a pupU. Mr. Walford observes oo this : " He 
certainly speaks of the youthful amusements of rowing 
and swimming in connection with his " beloved West- 
minster " in a way which would all but warrant us in 
asserting that he was educated at Westminster School ; 
and the assertion would be strongly confinned by the 
evident saturation of his mind with the writings of 
classical anthiHS, to an extent scarcely ever found 
except in the case of those whose early years have been 
spent at an English public school," (p. v.). It is to be 
regretted that the early R^istersof this renowned School 
have all perished ; but I agree with Mr. Walford that 
his way of celebrating his " beloved Westmins^" seems 
to indicate the School and not his after home-residence. 
The amusements point to boyhood, not to the later 
abode in "St Anne's, Westminster." The fact that 
his little brother William was bom at Hampton gives 
vividness to his mention of the villages on the Thames, 
whither he steered, " Richmond, Kingstone and 
HamptonCoiut" If he came and wait to School 
at Westminister from Hampton it is not difScult to 
understand his " Tears to Thamasis." 

There were four boys in all, and their guardian 
seems to have seen to their several occupations with 
characteristic carefulness (in a double sense, as will 
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qipear). Tlie post-oatus i^liam died young : Thomas 
was placed with Mr. Maasam, a machant in LondiMi ; 
but in 1610 be retired to the countty and settled in a 
imaD bna — as immortalized in one of his brother's most 
Horatian and sastuned poems (" A Coimtty Life : to 
his tmither M. Tho : Henick"),*andNidiolaa,«aasimi- 
lailf settled eariy in life in Ixmdon, and traded to the 
LevanL Anodier poem, addressed to him, shows that 
be had travelled much by sea and land, including 
Jemsalem (" To his Brother, Nicholas Herrick ").' 
Robert was in like manner destined to follow in his 
fiithet's footsteps; for from the original Indentures which 
are at Beanmanor, we leam he was " bound iq:^>rentice " 
on the 35th September, r6o7, " for ten yeais " to his 
uncle and guardian. Ten yeais would bring us forward 
to 1617-18; but the pact must have been broken,^ 

* FfiU, ai bcfaie, p. 111. It is sopposcd that this Tbonui «u 
talber of Thomas Heyrick«^ who in 1668, reskkd at Uaito Hu- 
borong^ and issued a traders vikea there ; and grandfather to a 
Thomas Horick who was coiatc of Maiket Haiborough, and nba 
pobiisbcd some Semons and Poems. 

I Ibid, p. 111. In 1634 his pedigree is eateied in the Visitatian 
of London | and be had thai by his wife Susanna, d, of William 
Salter, 3 sons and 3 daughters. He was living in 164S wlien 
the Ht^triia wa* published. 

* ' Brokctl.' Thai is in so far as young Kerrick wu concerned. 
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•eeiiig that he is found addressing his uilcle from 
(probably) Cambridge so eariy as Septonber, 1613, 
and in all likelihood he had proceeded thither some 
time previously. In 1613 he was in his aist year, and 
youths went to College from their i4iii to their 17"' year. 
From the loss of the University and Collie r^istfirs and 
other documents, it is impossible to trace him exactly ; 
but there can be no question that he proceeded to the 
Univeisity. Mr. WaUbrd casts doubt on his ever 
having been of St John's College, and in all Professor 
Mayor's bulky tomes from the Baker MSS. his name is 
sought for in vain, albeit innumerable nobodies (or 
bodies only) have found, perhaps inevitably, devottt 
record and eulogy therein.' It is lingular that both 
these scholars should have overiooked the fact that two 
of his LetteiB are expressly dated " Cambridg : St. 
Johns " and that in a third in a receipt, he designates 
himself a " Fellow Commoner of S'. Johns Colledg in 

who ccnainlf ceased to be aa ' ^pteatice.' It hu been n^gcMed 
to me that his depCDdeocc upoa his nock for the quailetly doles of 
hi* own iiatriniooj ereo after bii ctMniog of age, is to be aoconnted 
tot br the apprentioe hoaA being ttill in force. It is DOtewoitfay in 
regard Vi this that the Dumey-tettcn gcmc about the dale of die 
eipirj of the apprentioe term. 

* Memdr, as befbie, p. t. : and Histotr of St John's CoU^c^ 
Cambrii^ > vols., %io, 1869. 
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Camtaidg." Tboe is thus absolute certainly as to bis 
having entered and attended at S*. John's College. 

His gaardiannmcle, thou^ the " Fellow Commoner " 
was in his sist-z^d yean, kept a discreditably tight 
rein on his nephew's eq)enditure. In the fitst <£ four- 
teen letten preserved at Beaomanor, the student seeks 
« fifteen pounds " for his brother Thomas.^ It has all 
the stiffiiess and stateliness of etiquette demanded from 
young men (and eke young ladies) of the period, in 
their approaches to their seniors and (technically) 
superiors— even in the case of sons and daughters to 
their parents. We must pause to read it : 

LETTER I. 

[September, i6r3.] 
" Sr. — Syth the qvallide of the Time, and extreamicie of 
my Brathers occanons forse me, I first shew my deutie, and 
next entreat you to fumbh my Brother with 15 pounds, 
whidi he would needes borrow of me, and because his 
vrgent ocxasions stand in so vehement a manner, I am 
willing' to pleasure him, still relying vpon your Worships 

* NkdH^ in hia Uceatenhiie w^a tbe first to print (ome of 
Oicse I^ttera. lit. Hazlitt ptinled tbein tn czMmd as an Appendix, 
but bnltilf. I baTE bad tbe advanti^ of collating his text urith tbe 
originals, duoagb tbdr owner, tbe late W. Petiy-Hefiick, Esq., of 
Beamnanor. EbenI HehasRea>tl;died, aodinhim the Engli^ 
HctriAi become appanatlf eitina. Tbeic are otbcn in the Uniitd 
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Eauour, and trusting that I shall not seem oflensiue to yoa 
nor engender any cause of dislike in my proceeding : I 
haue writ thus much at the request of my Brother, though 
indeed I was vnwilling to acquaint you in this busines, yet 
pray, S', iustly waigfa each thing in equal! baflances: 1 
StillninnheadlongintoyourWorshipsdebt. I trust you will 
be pleased, though 1 vnwillingly sequent you irith this. 
Thus hauing rudely made known the effect of the matter, 
1 with my'endles deutie take my leaue, liuing to be 
comanded by you and yours for euer: 

Robert Hbrick." 
[EndofseiiMDt ;] 
" To (he right wo^. Sr Waiiam Hearid 



A second Letter but without time-date, though from 
echo of words used in the preceding, most probably 
written vety soon after it — has under all its phrases of 
respect an under-tone of plaint if not complaint of his 
"constrained necessitie." The explanation of the evident 
sore feeling of the Writer is to be found in this, that 
every one of the payments in these letters was simply 
out of his own " little fortune," which amounted to from 
jC4'Io to ;^66o (= jC'Soo now). It was hard to have 
what was his own doled out meagrely, in this knowledge. 
This second letter intimates a veiy bare ' setting up ' 
at the University. Had the nephew-appientice irri- 
tated the old knight by violating his indenture to him ? 
We can only conjecture. Here is 
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LETTER II. 

"Cambridg! St. Johns. 
"S'. — Conndering the importunitte of my own aff^ras, 
and the last tesdmonte of j'our so euident loue, makes me 
to run headlong between two ineuitable difficulties, but 
desirous of equall performance : the shortness of this shall 
not hinder the one, nor I trust detract from the other ; &, 
vnderstand that my hart [more feruentty then my pen can 
express] speaks my deuout thanlu, and ioyes in no greater 
thing then this, that it can see some sparkes of your con- 
ceald affection : I haue not as hitherto acquainted you 
with the diardg I liue in, but your self can iudg, by my 
often (as now at this time) writing for mony, which vriien I 
doe, it is for no impertinent expens, but for constr^nd 
(Mccssitie : for be your sdf the iudg, when aboue twHitie 
pounds will not suffice the house, not redcening with it 
commoditie for my self (1 meane apparetl nor other 
complements) ncn* tuition mony nor other sundrie occasions 
for changes, this but considered, [here is no reasonable 
soule, but will kindly and indulgendy censure of my lyfe 
and me. Had I but a competent estate to mayntayne my 
self, to my title, 1 could presume (rf as soone atayning to y* 
end of the eflident cause — my coming, — as he that hath 
stronger cause and fortune : Sf, I know you vnderstand 
me, and did you but know how disfumished I came to 
Cambridg, without bedding (which I yet want] and other 
necessaries, you would (as 1 now trust you will] better your 
thoughts towards me, considering of my forc't expence. 
&, I entreat you to furnish me with ten pounds this 
quarter; fw the last mony which I receaud came not till 
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the last quarter had almost spent it adt, «hidi now con- 
straines me so suddenly to write for more. Good S', 
fotbeare to censure me as prod^rall, for I endeiiour rather 
to strengthen (then debilitate) my feeble (amilie fortune. 
1 should fill much paper, if I should fdlow my pasuons ; 
but 1 will break oS, only entreating you (yf there be no 
waye for me to leade a lyfe here) that dien you would 
write me your counsell how I maye learn to liue. In hope 
that you will some waye effectuate my deures, with alt 
respect of deutie and obseniance, I forstop ' my passage. 
" Euer to be at comand and studious to please, 

" R. Hearick." 
[Endoneinenti} 
" To hii matt caitftiU Vnde Si WiUi : 



Wood-MKCK." 

There waa a little break of sarcasm surely in that 
oidorsetnent "To his iDOst cartfuB Vncle " as within 
in the phrase, " concealed affection." 

Still at S^. John's CoUege, a third letter brings the 
student before us in the same attitude of formal and 
punctilious obeisance to the graud city-uncle and evi- 
dently hampered for books and scholarly necessities, 
after a bshioa not at all creditable to his guardian. 
In the last letter he bad said " I should fill much paper 
if I should follow my passions ; but I will bre^ off, 
only entreating you (yf there be no waye for me to leade 
* I nop mj going on earlier than I othciwisc would. 
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a lyfe here) tiiat then 7011 would write me your coud- 
sell how I maye leame to liue." Surely this was most 
reasonable? With his youth passing away and his 
future indefinite, he now still more passionately longs 
to be and to do something, e.g. " because that Tfme 
huh devourtd tome yeerts, I am the more importunate 
in die crauing." One is reminded of a. greater Poet 
lAo nrmlary marited the flight of his years and 
mourned grandly over anefiected purpose and hinder- 
ing circumstance. Before we turn to this letter we 
m^ pause to read Milton's great sonnet : — 

" Ott kit having arrived at the age of tntenty-three. 
How soon hath Hme, the subtle thief of youth, 

Stden on Ms wing ray three-and-twentiOh year I 
My hasting days fly on with full career. 
But my late spring no bud or Uossom diew'th. 
Perh^B my semblance mi^t deceive the truth 
That I to manhood am arrived so near j 
And inward ripeness doth mud) less a{q)ear, 
That sonte more timety-happy spirits endu'th. 
Ye^ be it less or more, as soon or slow. 

It shall be stin in strictest measure even 
To that same lot. however mean or high. 
Toward which Time leads me, and the will <rf Heaven. 
An is, if I have grace to use it so. 
As ever in my great Task-Master's eye. 

I do not think that I do wrong to Herrick when 
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I judge that in these yeais there came no such 
vision of Uie ' great Task-Mastei's eye ' to him. 
It were (A the Pleasures of Imagination rather than of 
the Pleasures of Hope, to think of him as, thus far, more 
than impulsively aident in the acquisition of that odd 
and discursive learning which dtaracteiiies his .Poems. 
His fieice Norse blood, I fear, made the ' flesh ' mther 
than the ' spirit ' master — as the Puritans would have 
phrased it. There was evidendy, as yet, no fixed 
purpose of studying for ' holy orders ; ' and so, as 
evidently, he gave full swing to what woe accounted 
lay-Uberty to quaff of all cups that might be put to his 
lips. Even later he had to accuse himself of "wild, 
unhallowed ihymes," and contemporaiy with his attend- 
ance at the University the manners were gay (in a 
Ec»Fowful sense), and not a few of the students (so- 
called) uncleanly. Evidently ' evil reports ' reached 
the old gendeman — Henick's uncle — concerning him ; 
for he deprecates his suspicions (in Letter X). Now Sot 

LETTER III. 

From St. Johns in Cajnbrid{f. 
" Qui timide ragat, 
Ncf^are docet." 
" Are the minds of men immutable ? and will they rest 
in only one o(»nion without the least per^icuous shewe of 
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diati^ I Ota, they cannot, for Tempora mutantur et nos 
mutamur in iUis : it is an old but yet young saying in our 
age, as times diainge, so mens minds are altered : O 
would . . . .* weere scene, for then some pittying I^anet 
would with a dr [op of) deaw refreash my withered hopes, 
and giue a lyfe to that which \a about ?] to die ; the botUe 
is presented by fbode, and lyfe by h<^>e, which (but want- 
ing dther of these conseniers) faint, feare, fall, freese, and 
die. Tis in your power to cure all, to infuse by a [wt^ 
funon a duble lyfe into a single bodie. Homo bomini 
Deus : man should be soe, and he is commanded so ; but, 
fraile and giass^Jik, man [»oues britde in many things. 
How kind Ardsilaus the philosopher was vnto Apelles the 
painter, Plutark in his Morals mHW tell you ; which should 
I heere d^nint, the length of my letter would hide the 
nght of my Labour, whidi that it may not, I bridle in my 
Quill, and mildly, and yet I feare too rashly, and too boldly, 
make knowne and discouer [that] which my modestie 
would conceale : and this is all : my studie craues but your 
assistance to furnish hir with bookes, wherein she is most 
desirous to laboore; blamenot hir modest bddnes, but suSer 
the aqtertions [=3sprinklings] of your loue todistill vpon hir, 
and next to Heauen she wll consecrate hir laboures vnto you, 
and because that Time hath deuoured someyeeres, I am 
the more importunate in the crauing : suffer not the 
rfirtaiwj to hinder that which I know your disposition will 
not denie. And now is the time (that fiorida atas) which 
promises frutifulness for hir former barrenness, and wisheth 

* Tbe comen of the origins! guc somewhat iojured, and hence 
ootain wocdi an illegible. 
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all to hopK i As eueiy thing will haue in time an end, so 
this, which though it would extend it self and ouarflow its 
bounds I forceibly withstand it. Wishing this worlds 
happines to follow and attend you in this lyf, and that with 
a triumphant crown of glorie you maye be crowned in the 
best world to come. " Robert Hkakick." 

[Eitdoisemcnt i] 
"Tothe*et7Wof«hipf[ol] Hb 

VnclcSrW[ill.] Hcarickc dwcUing 

u Loodon iD Woudstrecte. These" 

These Letters (I. to III.) belong to 1613-14. So 
that 1615, which has hitherto been given as the year of 
his going to Cambridge, is proved to be much too late. 
The next two Letters — as shown by the receipt at the 
foot of the'fiist — belong to January, 1615-6 : another 
to Febtiiary, i6i6 : another to April, 1616. These 
have all the same ' burden ' of " mitte fauniam," as it 
so happens (iriiat must be repeated and remembered) 
that this one thing was all that led to correspondence 
between nephew and niggard uncle — ^who gave (of 
what was not his own but simply hdd in trust) as if a 
personal bestowment These four Airther Lettos follow 
successively : — 

LETTER IV. 

"Cambridg. [January, 1615-16. 
Sr. — Your prosperitie desired and the good success of 
your issue, 1 pronounce my deutje, and wish some (elidtie 
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to my self (as all other creatuTCS do). I entreat you (as 
heretolore) so now to paye to Mr. Adrian HoiTus, book- 
seller in the blade fryers, die some of tenit poundi, who 
bath payd the same some at Cambridg : I cannot meet the 
ezpence for want of primarie consideration ; be you but 
pleas'd, and I shall iusdfie the eaqtectation (which I trust 
is rdigious} ti all moi. My prayers bc^in at home, but 
end at jrou their otuect. Bless me with your countenance^ 
and I shall ItHe triumphant, and my weaLe hopes will 
(Bceane yigoor. Ml you reflect vpon ... . I am all yours 
and complete^ yours for euer tduequious, 

"RoBiv Harici.."* 
I&JawMifntil 
" To ibe riglK WoiV'. his lonJng Vnde 
Sr WUUain Hcarick dwelliaK at 
Undoa in great Wood. 

■DM. Hub." ^ 

LETTER V. 

"Cambridge, [January, 1616.I 
" Bdore you rnceald my letter (right wor".) it cannot be 
doubted but you had perfect knowledg of the essence of my 
writing, before you reade it ; for custome hath made you 
expert in my playne songe (mitte pecuniam) that bedng 
the cause sine qui non, or the power that giues lyfe and 
beetng to eadi matter. I delist not to draw your imagi- 

* Tbe teqaestwa* gianted,an<l at the bat of the leUei appran 
■oben Hattin's nodpt far £\o ta be paid to Henidi ; diU bou* 
dote Jan. 14, ■615-16. The ptekdi lens ia not in tbe poet's band- 
writing, but aeeois 10 bafc been written far bim, and his name 
adikd idarfuUy. 
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nadon to inextricable perpleuties, or knit vp my Lowe in 
indisscduaUe knotts, but make no other expositian but the 
literall sence, which is to entreat you to paye to Mr. Adrian 
Morice the some of tenn pounds as customarily, and to 
take a note <£ his hand for the receit, which I desire may 
be effected brefly, because the circumstance of the time 
must be expressed. I perceaue I must crie with the 
afflicted vtque^uo, viqutquo, Dottiine. Yet I haue confi- 
dence that I Hue in your memorie, howsooier Time brings 
not the thing hoped for to its iust matunty ; but my beleef 
is stronge, and I do cstablidi my hopes on rocks, and feare 
no quick-sands, be you my firme assistant, and good effects 
(produced from virtuous causes) foUow. So shall my wishes 
pace with yours for the suplement of your owne happi- 
ness and the perfection of your owne posterity. 
• " Euer to be commanded, 

" ROBBHT HCARtCK. 

"To paye to Mr. Blunt Books^er in Paules church 
yarde the some aboue named. 

LETTER VI. 
" Chambridge [February, 1616.] 
" Because my Commencment is at hand (worthie Sir], I 
am compeld to write, though it be mth a violent relucta- 
tton; for what hermonie can be effected when there is 
diuiNOn 'twixt the hart and hand ; want and chardge 
admit no sympathie, because they are of diffring natures, 
not conuertibles. Yet vt^ens, nolens, it must be done, and 
as heretirfore so now I desire your worship to paye to this 
Bearer, Mr. Hotchkin, the dew of tenn pounds for my vse 
at Giambridge. I haue runn thorough the most of die 
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expense which is not much, but in respect of disabilitie. 
Yf it nuLy [Jease you to remember me like a trew Mae- 
cenas, 1 shall gloiy in that my Tale hath raysd me vp a 
Friend to diare in my passions — 

•Uokortim maaibns gnnde lenatur ooui.* 
Many hands make light worke ; your healpe can make my 
burden light. I atend your pleasure, and as I hope sudi 
wilbe my hap, 1 haue fayth in the goodness of your Nature. 
Attending m.\h patience the complement and consumma- 
tion of my hopes. 

" Euer obseniant 
" to jrour bmignant 

"fauours, R. Hbarii.'" 
" Ks dat qui dlo dax." 
pCnc lun an oi t ;] 
"To tbe right wdtH. his kMiing vn^ 
S^ WiUiam Hcarick dweUing 
at London in Gnat 



This." 
LETTER Vll. 

" Camb. [April, 1616.] 
"Sir, that which makes my letter to be abortive and 
borne before maturitie, is and hath been my Commenc- 
ment, which I haue now ouergnnn, though I confess with 
many a throe and }Mnches of the purse i but it was neces- 
sarie, and tbe prize was worthie the hazarde; which makes 
me less senwble of the enpence, by reason of a titular 

* TheadnMvrkdgDxntof (hcperaonwho wu appointed lo reodn 
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prerogaUne — k boniun est prodira in bono- The esience 
of my writing' is (as heretofore) to entreat you to paye for 
my use to Mr. Arthour J(4inson JMokseller in Paulea 
church yard the ordinarie sume of tenn pounds, and that 
with as much sceleritie as you maye, though 1 could wish 
chardges had leaden wings and Tortice feet to oome vpon 
me ; sed votis puerilibus opto. S*, I fix my hopes on Time 
and you } still gaiing for an happie flight of btrdes, and 
the refreshing blast of a second' winde. Doubtful! as yet 
of either Fortunes, I Hue, hoarding vp pnnusion against 
the assault of either. Thus I salute your Vertues. 

" Hopefull R. Hbarick." 

It has already been stated that there is no trace of 
Herrick's matriculation at either St John's Collie, or 
at Trinity Hall, or at the Registiy ; but from the last it is 
found that he took his RA. degree from Trinity Hall in 
1616-7, Then he signed himself ' Robertus Hearick.'^ 
He must have migrated from St. John's to Trinity Hall 
in 1616; and thus the letters dated by Mr. Hazlitt^ 
1617, belon2toi6i5-6; for in the last of the next group 
be is still B^feQcnr commoner of Sl John's colledg." 
As these additional letters are read, be it still borne in 

* The Latin ucwkAu — fATourable, profiliag. 

I Unfi>Tianaiclr only the jreu-dates an reccwded. Ui. WiUiam 
Aid. Wright, H.A., Trinity Coll^fc, Cambridge^ wu so good as 
to bvoui me with thia and another entrr at the R^stry. 
' ' Edition of Hemck, as before, pp. 491.94 ti itqq. 
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mind, that ^leir monotocous re&ain of * money ' is in 
consequeoce of the correspondence being practically bo 
many receipts for (apparently) qiianeriy payments of the 
"cnstomaiye jC^°" Again these Letters follow suc- 
cearirely: — 

LETTER VIII. 
" Hcalih from Heaoeii. 

" Chambrid^. 
"S*. — I haue long since expected your return in that 
your long absence hath made me want that which your 
presence could haue remecUed. I trust you are not igno- 
rant what Riy meaning is ; may it thereiore please you to 
send me £10, for roy ocaaoiu require so much ; and the 
long time that your Worship hath been absent from 
LtHidon hath compelled me to runne somewhat dcepe 
into my Tailours debt. 1 entreat your Worship to send 
me a part Oi my stipend with all pos^ble scelerili^ for 
want of which so necessarie helpe, cares gready posses me, 
and force me contrarie to my wish, in some sort to n^ect 
my study ; whereas yf you would be pleased to furnish me 
with so much, that 1 might keepe beforehand with my Tutor, 
I doubt not but with quicke dispatch to attaine to what I 
^me. Thus tnuting that you will in some sort be mind- 
full of me, in sending me diat which I haue writ for, with 
my eternal! deutje to your self ior euer, togeidMr widi-ny 
Ladi^ I finish. 

" For euer readie 

" to be comanded 

" during mortallitie 

"RoBBRT Hbarick." 
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" I entreate your worship to fumish me with ao much as 
will seme me till the Natiuitie." 
[Kndaraemeiit :] 
« To tbe ligbl woHl. hU eMeftaU racle Sr 
WllUani Houick. Tlicae be ddivtnd 
•t hi! bcnue in Loodon." 

LETTER IX. 

" From Cambridg. 
" S*. — I am loath, yet pfoice I must, be^ng ouemiled 
by necesdtie, trouble you. I twue, before the birth of this 
letter, sent olhera which peraduenture haue been stayed by 
infortunitiei but 1 trust this will manifest itself. Let it not 
seeme crffensiue, though I exceede a little in length, for 
your Worships long beeing in the Cuntrie, hath constrained 
me contrarie to my will to become a debter to my instruct', 
— wherfore let me entreat your worship to be mindful! of 
me,andthat thisweekel may receaue it; for my extreames 
be such that vnless I attaine what now I desre, I shalbe 
constrained to make a ioumey to London to sadsfie the 
mind of my Ttitour. Good S', consider this, and redresse 
it, and I shall for euer in deutie show my self most abun- 
dantly thankfull. I trust this little will suffice to explain 
my great want, and I hope you will in some sorte bee 
carefull for my credit, which wilbe weak, except 1 hear 
from your worship this weeke. I will not extend too fan*, 
but irith my deutie to you and my LatUe, I for this time 
cease. " Being euer, obsequious to both, 

"Robert Hbarjck." 
[Eadoncmcni :] 
" To ttK Right wonhipFuD his louiag vnck 
S' Willis Hurick dwdling at 
London in Great Wood- 
Mroei, Que this." 
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LETTER X. 

" Chambridgc. 
" S*. — Though my seruice be tatc^ yet better thus then 
neoer; it is in you to pardon what I haue so iong neglected, 
and I beleeue you will. I will come speadily and penon- 
ally to attend you at London, and wiU bring your bond 
along; to which end (necesutie constrayning me) 1 entreats 
you out of my Utle possession to deliver to this bearer the 
custo marye £\o, without which I cannot meate' my ioyr^ 
ney ; I vnderstand it is troublesom to you for the quaneriy 
dispatch, and I am honestly ■orrowhiU for your disease. 
Pardon me, and mayntayn some good o^nion of me, that 
what I haue lost heretofore in your estimation, time and 
my endeuours may redeeme iL Trusting to which I offer 
vp to them, and to your sdf, the sacrifice of my vowes. 

"ROURT HlARlCKI," 

padoncneiit :] 
" To hia loringe Tuck Si William Hearicke 



LETTER XL 

" Cambridg, i ith of October. 
"S'. — My deutie remembred to your self and La : the 
cause essential! is this ; That 1 would entreat you to paye 
to thts bringer (to Mr. tuit\an Momis book sdler in the 
Made friers,) the some of £io the which my Tutor hath 
receaued, to be payde at London. I have business that 
drawes me from prdixitici and I craue pardon for this 
rudeness, still expecting the sun-^ine of youre fauour and 
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the daye of h^>[Hness. I end with my prayen for yarn 
preseniation and health, the best teireatriall gooA. Loi^ lyf 
and the aspertioiis[— sprinklings] of Heauen fall vpon you. 
" Yours euer 

"obsequious 

" R. Hbamck." 

" To the rigkt wom^ Ac" 

LETTER XII. 

" Cambridg. 

"Sir, — I presume ag^ne to present another Embassador, 
who, in the best eloquence that was taught him, aboun- 
dingly thanks you for the larg extent of your favor and 
kindness; which, though present time denies to mak any 
ostentation of desert, yet future .... crownes the expec- 
tation of the hopefuU; and because the ui;g;ent extreamite 
and vnexpected occasion of chamber roome instigats me to 
such importunate demands, I am bold to entreat you that 
the mony might this week be sent m^ for neccssitie fer- 
vently requires it ; and I am sorrie to be the subiect of so 
great a molestadon to your Worship; but, trusting' on 
your patience, I am bold to saye that generous minds still 
haue the best contentment, and willin^yhealp where there 
is an euidende of want Thus hoping to triumph in the 
vi^orie of my wishes, by being not frustraeted in my 
expectati6, 1 take my leaue, and eternally thank you. IJuing 
to be comanded by you and yours to Uie end of mortalitie. 
" Euer most 

"obsequious 

"RoBBRT Hbarick." 

" Be it known to all, that 1 Robert Hearick, Fellow com- 
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moner of St. Johns coDedg in Cambridf;, acknoidedg my 
sdf to stand indebited unto my vnde. Sir Will. Hearick, 
at London, in die some of tenn pounds, for so modi 
meaned of hnn ; to be repayde vnto htm a[t] all times : I 
uye, raceaucd tenn pounds by me, R^crt Hearick." 
[Endoraemail ;] 
"To Ok ri^tu wDfO. his tocIe Si Willi : Hearicke 
dwdDng- at Loodoa in Gnat Wood 
socte Ki*K lUs." 

The wordisg of the receipt seems to show that 
Hernck bad either come to the end of his own money 
or that dK money was a loan over «aA above his allow- 
ance. These importunities foi books and necessaries 
recall that throng the same years, and at the same Uni- 
Toaty, Getxge Herbert was writing in much the same 
strain to lus good and generous step-father, Sir Jtrfin 
Danveis. It will put the bhune on the guardian-unde, 
and lighten thepecuniaiy-iteradon of these letters, toshow 
that apart from the mcmies being from his own patrimo^, 
bis lequeMs were i«aOy necessities — not forgetting dkat 
Herbert^ lore (rf ' gay-dress ' probably carried him 
fiirtho' than Henick. I cull one characteristic letter 
from Herbert, as thus ; — 

Sir, 

1 dare no longer be nlent, lest while I diink I am 
RKidesl; I wrong both my self and also the confidence my 
friends have in me; wherefore I will open my case unto 



oyGoogle 



MEMORIAL-INTRODUCTION. 



you, which I think deserves the reading at the least ; and 
it is this — I want books extremely. You know, dr, how I 
am now setting foot into divinity, to lay the platform of my. 
future life; and shall I then be fain always to borrow 
books and build on another's foundation i What trades- 
man is thereiriio will set up without his tools f Pardon my 
boUness, sir, it is a most serious case, nor can I write coldly 
in that wtierdn consistelh the making good oi my former 
education, of obeying that SfMrit which hath guided me 
hithertOt and of atchieving my (1 dare say) holy ends. This 
also is aggravated in that 1 apprehend what my friends 
would have been forward to say if I had taken ill courses, 
' Follow your book, and you shall want nothing.' You 
know, sir, it is their ordinary speech, and now let them 
make it good ; for since I hc^ I have not deceived their 
expectation, let not them dec«ve mine. But perhaps they 
will say, ' You are sulky ; you must not study too hard.' 
It is true, God knows, I am weak, yet not so but that every 
day I may step towards my journey's end; and I love my 
friends so well as that if all things proved not wdl, I had 
rather the fault should be on me than on diem. But they 
will object again, ' What becomes of your annuity)' Sir, 
if there be any truth in me, 1 find it Kttle enough to keep 
me in health. You know I was ^ck last vacadon, neither 
am 1 yet recovered, in that I am fain ever and anon to buy 
smnewhat tending towards my health; for infirmities are 
bod) panful and cosdy. Now this Lent 1 am forbid utterly 
to eat any Hah, so that I am fain to dyet in my chamber at 
mine own cost ; (or in our publick halls you know, is nothing 
but fish and white meats ; out of Lent also twice a week, on 
Fridays and Saturdays, I must do so, which yet sometimes 
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I East. Sometimes abo 1 ride to Newmarket, and diere lie 
a day or two for fresh air ; aO which tend to avoiding vi 
oostlier matters tf I should fall absdutely sick. 1 protest 
and vow 1 even study thrift, and yet 1 am scarce able mth 
mudi ado to make one half year's allowance diake hands 
with the other. And yet if a book of four or five shillings 
come in my way, I buy it, thou^ I fast for it; yea some- 
times ti ten ^linings. But, alaa, sir, what is that to those 
infinite volumes of divinity, «^idi yet every day swell and 
gnrw biggvf Noble sir, paidtm my boldness, and con- 
sder but these thne things ; first, die bulk of divinity ; 
secondly, tiie time when I dc»re this (which is now, when I 
most lay the foundation of my whole life} ; thirdly, what I 
desire and lo what end — not vain pleasures nor to a vain 
end. If then, wr, there be any course, either by engaging 
my future anniuty, or any other way, 1 de»re you «r, to be 
my mediator to them in my behalf. 

Now I write to you. Sir, because to you I have ever 
ofwned my heart ; aiMl have reason by the patents of jrour 
perpetual favour to do so still, for I am sure you love your 
faithful servant Gboro Herbert. 

"Trin. CoU. Mardi i8. 1617."' 

Far di&rent was the reqxHue to the " sweet Singer " 
of " The Tempte " from that to the poet of " Hes- 
perides " ; and fbi my pait, across the centuries, I oy, 
Beshrew the close-fisted old Knight 

■ Proae of Hoben ID Fnllei Worthies' Ubrai]>: Vol. iii.or Com- 
plete Woika, pp. 485-<. 
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Uke Herbert, Robert Herrick had undoubtedly pro- 
ceeded to the University with a. vague intention to study 
for the Church ; and, like him, he ought now to have 
been " settii^ foot into divinity." But bis next letter 
brings him before us as doubtful whether to direct " his 
study" to Divinity or to Law. This letter also belongs 
to itii6. It follows ; — 

LETTER XIIL 
"After my abundant thanks for your last great loue 
(worthie Sir), proud of your fauoure and kindness shewne 
by my Ladie tn my vnworthy selfe, thus I laye open my. 
seUe ; that, for as much as my cMitinuance will not long- 
consist in the spheare where I now mou^ I make known my 
thoughts, and modestly craue your counsell, whether it 
were better for me to direct my study towards die )awe or 
not; which yf I should (as it will not be impertinent), L 
can with fadlitie laboure my self into another colledg 
appointed for the like end and studyes, where I assure my 
self the charge will not be so great as where I now exist ; 
I make bold freely to acquaint you with my thoughts ; and 
I entreat you answeare me : this bang most which diecks 
me, that my time (I trust) bedng short, it may be to ft 
lesser end and smaller purpose; but that shalbe as you 
shall lend direction. Nothing now remaines but my perfect 
thankfullness and remembrance of your hopeful! promises; 
which when Heauen, working with you, shall bring them to 
performance, I shall triumph in the «ctorie of my wishes j 
till when, my prayers shall inuocate Heauen to powre vpon 
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you and your posteritie the utmost of all ementiall happi- 
ness. " Yours cuer seniicable 

" R. Hbarick." 

The closiiig Letter is dated " Trinide Hall, Cam- 
bridge," luid is pathetic in its references to his "ebbing 
estate" — by which I understand diat Sir WiUiani had told 
him lus;^4oo to^soo was neariy exhausted ; nor less 
so his resolution in his new College "to liue reduse, till 
l^ne contract me to some other calling, striuing now 
with myself (retayning vpright thoughts) both sparingly 
to liue and th^eby to shun the current of expeoce." 
The yearly amount allowed was (apparently) at most 
^40, and had it been &om St William himself instead of 
from his own " little portion," Herrick might have had 
no great ground of complaint As it was he certainly 
had ground of complaint It is likewise to be noted 
that though Robert (Sir William's elder brother) was 
associated with him as ' overseer ' c^ the Will, the 
Knif^t seems practically to have ignored him from tbe 
outset and acted alone. The last letter thus runs -^ — 

LETTER XIV. 

"TrinitieHall, Camb. 
" S". — The confidence 1 haue of your bothe virtuous and 
generous dispo»tion makes me (though with some honest 
rehictation) the seldomer to sdkite youj for I haue so 



DiqilizecoyGoOglc 



MBMORtAL-INTRODVCTION. 



incorporated beleef into roe, that I cannot diuse but per- 
swade iiiy self that (though absent] I stand imprinted in 
your memorie; and the remembrance of my last beeing at 
London senid for on earnest modiie (which I trust liues yet 
vnperisht) to the effectuating of my desire, which is not but 
in modesty ambitious, and consequently virtuous; but, 
where freeness is euident, there needs no feere for forward- 
ness; and I doubt not (because fayth giues boldness) l>ut 
that Heauen, tc^either with your self, will bring my ebbing 
estate to an indifferent tyde; meane while 1 \wpe I haue 
las 1 presume you know] changd my colledg for one where 
the quan[ti]tie c( expence wilbe shottned, by reason of the 
priuade of the bouse, where I propose to liue recluse, till 
Time contract me to some other calling, striuing now with 
my self (retayning vpright thoughts) both sparin^y to liue, 
and thereby to shun Ute current of exprnce. This is mydestre 
(whidi I entreat may be performd) that Mr. Adrian Morrus, 
bookseller of the black fryers, maye be payd ten pounds as 
heretofore, and to take his acquittance. Trusting whereto, 
He terminate your n^t, and end ; hoping to see your dayes 
many and good ; and prosperitie to crown your seU and 
inue> " Euer seruiceable 

" to your Virtues, 

" R. HtARlCK." 

It rouses one to lemember that to the guardian-unde 
to whom these letters were addressed, an addi^onal 
quarterly allowance to his nephew would have been its 
nothing. But he was adding broad acre to broad acre, 
and ambitious to found a family away down in aiKes- 
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tial Lekesterriiire; That in his land-hunger {(A which 
Ihe greater S»i Walter Scott later spoke so penitently) 
he was not over scrupulons, appean by this damning 
lecoffd in the MSS. of the House of Lords : 

*'i64o-i, Jan. 15. — Petition of Elizabeth Smyth, tiie poor 
distressed widow of Christopher Smyth, deceased, that 
SAi WUIiam Henick may be called upon to answerfor 
detaining from her a certain estate in the county of 
Leicester, part of the manor of Beaumanor, to which 
the Court of Chancery decreed that she is entitled."* 

From the indefiniteness of the phrase "dll Time 
^laH contract me to some other eallmg " in the final 
letter that ronains, it would seem that the proposed 
chai^ from Divinity to Law was left undetermined. 
The only further record of him at the University is 
that he took his M.A d^^ in 1610, signing himself 
* Robeit Hearick.' In tliis year, thereupon, he most 
probaUy left Cambridge. As he was not a F^ow, it is 
not likely that he would continue in residence. Be- 
ffldea, had he remained and ' taught', there must have 
been some memorials of bis teaching and pupils. 
Certain entries found by Mr. Riley in the Steward's 
Book, and printed in the Second Jiepoti of the Royal 

> Founb Bepoit of Uie Royal Commisaion oa Hisiorical Manu> 
scnpts : Part L Repon and Appendix : p. 40. 
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Commission oh Sistorieal Manustrifis (pp. 131-1x3) 
have been too hastily assigned to our Robert Heirick. 
His nephew — Robert 3id son cS Skt William Henicke, 
who was " b^itized the viiL d^ of Febniaiy, 159S," at 
St Vedast's Church, Foster Lane, Londtm,* was much 
more probably the person irtiose indebtedness to his 
college is therein recorded. Extending as these 
entries do to 1629-30, or fiilly nine years after his 
M.A. degree, it surely bears on the &ce of it, that it 
could not be our Robert, and on the other hand, it 
would be quite in keeping with the Beaumanor Knight's 
penuriousness and begrudging, so to hamper his own 
son as to compel him to leave ±ere a small debt, 
unliquidated.* 

* Fiom [he Bc^Mct bjr die present BcEtor, as bcAa*. Sae alM 
Appeodiz A to this Hemorial-Intmductkiii. 

* I pUce bae Mr. Riley's note* : 

"A small memofaiidain [•moogTrJDitj'HallMSS.] wittMot anjr 
date, bat belonging, no doubt, to the jreai 1630, b««utng reference 
to Boben Herrid, wbo had been a membei of the Co(lcg<e, (the 
well-kiiowa auibot of the " Heaperidea" }— Tbe name* of thoae that 
an 10 be aoed. WilL Wake, si iSi. M. oboL 'ntoinaa Creake, 
besides ' pna manibus ' [a name apparently given to caulion- 
money] deducted 4Z it. jd. Herridie 3I ■ pia manibus ' being 
dedocted, 7I \(a. ^d. The Stewaid's accounts of 1619 and 30 
follow shortly after, in both of which Hcnidt's name appeata, as 
debited with 10/ 161. 9^. against it, the laigcat aum debited against 
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A stody xi tbe facts, leaves the impression that on 
doaang fail ^tendance at the Univenity in 1620 (as 
Bif*^ Heirick — then in his 39^ year — came to 
London, with his future uncertain, but ready to plunge 
into all the gaieties of ' town.' To these years — 
1 630-38-9 — belong (it^ judido) : — 

" Those Lyric feasts 
Made at the Sun, 
The Do& the Triple Tun," 

any one in tbe ItRi ntatmx will again be found made (oHerriiA's 

nsme in die (cquel (p. im) " Also a psipei hook, pampblci 

fbiiD, cDiiiied — "The Stcmid hisacennipt oTibe whole Commons 
Bookc, the 3nl of October 1633." In tfila book, coL 2. of p^e 3, 
under (trOi — " Names of tboae who were in College on the 3rd day 
of October 1613, and Ibeit debci." Haiick is named, as ihcn 
owii^; ll.e steward gj*. Id, (p, 113]. I most add to what is said 
Id die (eii, that had diesc entries tdemd to ant Henidt, I should 
bore r"!^"*-^ that he would be called ' Mr. Herricke,' WaUbid 
oiisakaily says there is an entiy of indebtedness at Trinity Hall id 
■617 (p. *). There is no such enti;. Tbe earliest is 1613, and 
die odien 1630 — at wliidi ante he was incambeol of Dean Prior. 
Andmiy a-Wood mistook onr HeiTidc*3 cooain Robert tot him, and 
•o entcRd him as of Oxfbfd. The cousin may have attended boA 
Onncratiea — as was oommon — and In such case it was natural 
(bet his biher woaU send him to the same College at which hi* 
ncfdicw had attended. Supra, it was not exactly 'caulioD,' nor 
even eameat, bot so moeh being already pajd. Be it a.lso noted 
that the £j 16*. 91L and £3 make up the same amount and debt 
>i6E.9d. 
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of which he sang so proudly. To than also belcmg the 
■till more boastfol reminisnenres of his " Farewell mto 
Foetrie," as thus: — 

"Wee .... hauc spent our tyrae 

Both from the morning to the eueninf; chyme ; 
Nay, till the bell-man of the night had tould 
Past noone ot night, yett weare the bowers not old. 
Nor dull'd with yron steeps, but haue out-wome 
The fresh and fayrest flourish of the mome 
With flame, and rapture ; drincking to the odd 
Number <rf wyne, which makes vs full with God, 
And yn that misticke frenzie, wee haue hurl'de, 
(As with a tempeste) nature through the woride. 
And yn a whirl-wynd twiri'd her home, agast 
Att that whidi in her extasie had past." 

(Vol. 111. p. I02.) 

Nor may we doubt that his " Farewell to Sadc " and 
" Welcome to Sack " find jAatx in the same group. 

Be it noted that while the later ' innes ' of assembly, 
" The Sun, the Do^ the Triple Tun" are celebrated, 
nowhere is the eariier " Mermaid," or " Mitre," or the 
after-frequented "Windmill" (1605) so much as named. 
Be it also noted that it would have simply been impos- 
sible for Herrick to have met Shakespeare at "The Mer- 
maid" and not have recalled the meeting. As we read his 
" Apparition of his Mistresae calling him to Elysium " 
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(ydL ILpp. 1 73-4) with its lofty praise of Beaunumt and 
Fletcher and Jomon, we instinctively ask, ' Wbeie is 
Shakespeare all this time?' But by 1611— at latest— 
be bad gone down to Stratford-on-Avon, and our Poet 
cdebrates only the contemporaries he actually knew. 
Eveiy one caiiies in his memoiy the vn^e-Ietter ai 
3ea Jonson of " The Mennald " : — 



— " What things have we seen 



Done at the Mermaid I heard wckyIs that have been 

So nimble and so full of subtle flame. 

As if that any one from whence they came 

Had meant to put his wM^k wit in a jest. 

And had resdv'd to live a fool the rest 

Of his dull life ; then when there hath been thrown 

Wit bIcAk enough to justify the town 

For three days past ; wit that might warrant be 

For the whole city to talk foolishly. 

Till that were cancell'd ; and when that was gone. 

We left an air behind us, which alone 

Was able to make the two next companies 

(Right witty, though but downright fools) more wise." 

But diese days were eariy, when Sir Walter Raleigh 
founded ' The Club,' and when Herrick was much too 
yoong to have joined; and onward, as first 'appren- 
tice ' goldsmith, and next at CoU^e in (probably) 
1613-13, he camiot be supposed to have found his way 
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wittun the 'diaimed drcte.' Accordiiisty I am not 
sadified diat bec»ue be refen to the u n&vom ible 
receptkKi of the jUdumiat, which mu brai^t oat in 
1610, or because in his lines to John Fletcher he 
^)ealu of the power of his MatiPt Tragedy (irtiidi was 
produced in i6it) to make "young men swooa" 
he knew ei±er personally so cariy as i6io-it. But 
there is abundant evidence that later he did know per- 
sonally Ben Jonson. It yaa, however, later — vil, frqw 
i6ao forward. When the Master of Am, m vtmn, 
came to town, the purple splendow via atifl m tiie air 
if not in the sky, thougji Ae ans had auak and only 
stars gleamed. Bewdea "i mi ao rta l Ben," if Shake- 
speare aad RoKicis Beaumont were gone, there still 
II Wiiiifiil John Fletcher and Philip Massinger, William 
Browne and Richard Corbet, James Shirley and William 
Cartwright, Thomas Carew and venerable John Sdden. 
I can very well believe that, bound apprentice to his 
goldsmith-uncle on 2^^ Septemba, r6o7, while the 
Poet of the " mountain belly and the rocky face " was 
bringing out his Volpoae, and Epicene, and Alchemist, 
and CatiUne, and at "Whitehall, and the " Court," his 
unapproachable Matgues, as of the Masqttt of Queens 
and Oberon, l/u Miry Prinu — the yow^ s^rendce 
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paid fbitive visits to the theatres.* His " F^iirie 
Temple," and " Obenm's Feast," and others, wars 
written esily ; and therefoTe, one can nnderstand with 
what rotnnd and thundetii^ inou± ' xreat Ben ' would 
give their conceiver admittance among his sons. But 
iriutever slighter acquaintance there may have been 
whilst he was passing out of his teens, the Uielihoods 
are tluu — as above — it was not unt3 1630 that he 
" qnaffed the mighty Ixnri " and mingled in those 
"tnave translnnaiy scenes." Perchance in his occa- 
sitMial viats to London while at the UnivOBit}' he may 
have looked in upon the great compotators, and so 
paved the way for fiill fellowship on leaving it. By 
1620 he had imquesdonably composed som^ at least, 
and some of his daintiest Poems (exclusive ci the 
' Fwiy ' ones). It was " im Oe tetuM," that i» in 
youth, he sang : — 

^Of fciirts-rf«iMiiMi,^afcaaJliiMfi 

Of Apr9, May, of June and July flowers ;" 

and so he could carry proof of his poetic vocaticn to 
the august tnethren. With Ben Jonson for ' Master,' 

* Vidpooe, 1605, Ac., publisbel 1608 — iboirs « kmgf run: 
Epicene, i4ie9 1 Alctwmiat, 1610; Catiliiie, 1611 : BattbolaiDew 
Fai( ncM liU 1614. 
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there were otiiers nibsidiaiy. I think it ia maniiiest 
that he dected his subjects and foimed his style after 
Christophex Maklowi (in his sweeter and lowlier 
vein, and in his epithets), Robert Greene, and Jambs 
Shirley — exdusive of the Classics. The first in his 
" Come live with me, and be my love," is echoed in 
his rural pieces. Then his ^vourite vocabulary sA 
dews and nard, wine and ambrosia, amber and flames, 
and spices, white brows, golden hair, cherry lips, eyes 
that brighten, lily cheeks, ' silver shine,' kisses and 
clasps, mudens and vi^ins and ' maidenheads,' favourite 
flowers as roses, lilies, daisies and daffodils, and out-of- 
the-way words as 'chequered' and 'diapered' and 
' enamell'd ' and the like, are all found in Ckeene. One 
could imagine it was from the Sesftrida such things as 
these have been gathered : — 

" Her hair of golden hue doth dim the beamea 
That proud Apollo g^veth from his coach." 

(II. aiS, Dyce.) 

" Her Upa are roses over-wash'd with dew 
Or like the purple of Narcissus' flower." (/A. p. 238.) 

" Her cheeks like ripen'd lilies steep'd in wine 



When first her lair delicious cheeks were wrought. 
Aurora brought her blush, the mom her white ; 
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Bod) 90 comtna'd as passed Nature's thm^t, 
CompU'd those pretty orbs of tweet ddig^t." 

(/4. p. 330.) 
** Thine eyes are like tiie glow-ironns in the night." 

(». p. 233.) 

" Endianted fits erf hinacy." (/4. p. 336.) 

" Her haire as Gorgon's foul retorting snakes." 

(fl. p. 337.) 
" As air perfuni'd with amber is her breath." 
" Ijke lilies dipt in Bacchus' choicest wine." {li. p. 354.) 
" Her amber tramtnela did my heart dismay." 

{». p. 354.) 
[Flora] " Cutld kicks of amber hair." (/A. p. 243.) 

" Her mantle chequer*d all with gaudy green." 

(li. p. 26.) 
" And bade my lambs to feed on dafiadil." (M. p. 3S4.) 
" Behold my cell, built in a silent shade." (A. p. 346.) 
Nor is it only in single words and turns that Greene is 
inevitably recalled. His " Ode " and " The Palmer's 
Ode" and the " Penitent Fabner's Ode " have the very 
tonch of Heniti's ' Fairy ' poems : — 

" Down the valley 'gan he track 
Bag and bottle at his back, 
la a surooat all of gray : 
Such wear palmers on the way, 
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When widi scrip aind staif they see 

Jastu* grave cm Calvary." (/A, p. 243.) 

Again, in Fnnoesoo's Ode aie other chuacteiisdcs >— 

" Eyes that lighten, and do shine 
Beams of love that are divine, 
Lily dieeks, whereon be»de 
Buds of roses show thdr prid^ 
Cherry lips, which did speak. 
Words that made all hearts to break. 
Words most sweet, for breathe was sweet. 
Such perfume for loue is meet. 
Precious words, as hard to tell 
Which more pleasM, wit or smdi." (A. p. 249.) 

Once mcne, Iniida's Song : — 

"Thy {ace as fair as Paphos' brooks^ 
Wherein &ncy baits her hooks. 
Thy cheeks like cherries that do grow 
Amongst the autumn mounts of snow t 
Thy lips vermilion full of loue. 
Thy neck td Nluer white as doue. 
Thine tyta, like flames tt holy fires 
Bum all my thoughts with sweet dcKres." 

{». pp. 353-3.) 
Further:— 

" White her brow, her face was fair 
Amber breath perfum'd the air ; 
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Rose and lily both did sedc 

To show thdr gloriea on her dieek ; 

Love did nestle in her kxdis 

Baiting there her sharpest hooks % 

GtJd her hair, bright her eyne, 

Like to Phoebus in his shine." {lb. p. 399.) 

And here, as already noticed, is an odd but lecturing 
word of Henick : — 

" Meads that er« whh green were spread 
With chcMce flowers di^'red." (/i. p. 302.) 

Henick's ** Charon and the Ni^tingale " {IL 334) and 
" The New Charon " {III, no) were certainly in^iied 
by Greene's " Euiymachus* "Statxy in tiie prime of bis 
Affection,'' and it is <m]y fitir to the earlier singer to 
give here this more ctnnidete example of him i — 

" As thus I sat, disdaining of [Moud love. 
Have over, fenyman, there cried a boy 1 
And with him was a paragon for hue, 
A tovdy damsd, beauteous and coy ; 

And there 

With her 
A maiden, cover*d with a tawny veil. 
Her face unseen for breeding lovers bale. 
I stirr'd my boat, and iriien I came to shore. 
The boy was wing'd ; methought it was a wonder; 
The dame had eyes like lightning, or the flash 
That runs before the hot report cS thunder ; 
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Her smiles 

Were sweet, 
Lovdy her face i was ne'er so fair a. creature. 
For earthly carcass had a heavenly feature. 
My frieiMl, quoth aha, sweet ferryman, bdtotd. 
We three must pass, but not a forthing fare ■ 
But I will g^ve, for I am Queen of Love, 
The brightest lass thou lik'st unto thy share i 

Choose where 

Thoulov'st, 
Be she as fair as Love's sweet lady is, 
She shall be thine, if that will be thy bliss. 
Wid) that she smil'd with such a pleasing face 
As might have made the marble rock rdent ; 
And I that triumph'd in disdain of love. 
Bad fie on him that to fond love was bent. 

And then 

Said thus. 
So light the ferryman, for love doth care. 
As Venus pass not, if she pay no fare. 
At Ihb a frown sat on her angry brow ; 
She winks upon her wanton son hard by. 
He from a quiver drew a bolt of fire. 
And aim'd so right as that he [uerc'd mine eye; 

And then 

Diddle 
Draw down the vol that hid the vii^n's face. 
Whose lovely beauty llghten'd all the place." 

(pp. 3S9-60V as before.) 

The dosing line is worthy of Spenser, and tiiere is 
nothing finer in the Btsperidts. 
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James Shiriey's " Poems " published tn 1646. had long 
circulated in MS., and I find the original of Herrick's 
Julia in his Odelia, and in his " To L. for a Wreadi of 
Baj^ sent him," I disceni the protoQ'pe of his " Wel- 
come to Sack," and ever and anon peculiar ways of 
patting things and celebrations of feminine graces, 
that Henick must have seen. Of Shirley I can fiitd 
qxice only for a single quotation. It reminds us in 
parts of Herrick's " Welcome to Sack" (I. 133) and 
"Faiewell to Sack" (I. 76), and also of his lines "To 
Mistresse Katharine Bradshaw, the lovely, that crowned 
him with Laurel" (I.163). "niere is much of their 
tAindott and ecstatic fancies : 

To L.foT a Wreath of Bays tent him. 
" Soul of my Muse, what active unknown (ire 
Already dodi thy Delphick wreath inspire I 
C Ih* sudden, how my faculties swell high. 
And I am all a powerful prophesy t 
Sleep, ye dull Oesars, Rome will boast in vain 
Your glorious triumphs ; one is In my brain 
Great as all yours ; and cirded with thy bays. 
My thoughts take empire o'er all land and seas : 
Proof against all the planets, and the stroke 
Of thunder, I rise up Ai^ustus' oak, 
Wtthin my guard of laurd, and made free 
From age, look fresh still as my Daphnean tree. 
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My fancy's narrow yet, till I create 

For thee another world, and in a state 

As free as innocence, shame all poets and wit. 

To climb no h^er than ElyMum yet. 

Where the pale lovers meet, and teach the groves 

To sigh, and ung vain legends of their knres ; 

We will have other flights, and taste such things 

Are only fit for sainted queens and kings. 

Musaeus, Homer and y* sacred rest 

Long since believ'd in y* own ashes blest. 

Awake, and live again I and having wrote 

One story, wish your songs for;got. 

And yourselves too : but one high subject, must 

In spite of death and time, new soul y' dust. 

What cannot I command i what can a thought 

Be now ambitious of, but still be brought 

By virtue of my charm ? I will undo 

The year, and at my pleasure make one new. 

All spring, whose blooming paradise but when 

I list, shall with one frown wither again. 

Astrok^ers, leave searching the vast skies : 

Teach them all fate, O Delia, from thine eyes ; 

All that was earth resolves my spirits fre^ 

I have nothing left now but my soul and thee." 

(Works by GiSoni & Dyce, vi., ^. 413-14.) 

I cannot doubt that besides those oamed, he had 
studied Baniabe Barnes and Richard Banifield and other 
of the early Singen. With an absolute and unique 
originality Herrick, nevertheless, reveals that, Bee~like, 



oy Go Ogle 



MBMORIAI^JNTRODVCTION. haam. 

he gathered hia honey from msaxf flowen. Yet wu 
it his bout that anything he took was ' adopted, not 
stolen,' as thus ■, — 

Upon kit V€na. 
" What (A-s(mng other men have got. 

The how, where, when, I question not. 

These are the Cluldren I have left ; 

Adopted some ; none got by theft. 

But all are toucht (like lawfull plate) 

And no Vene iU^kimate." (VoL II. p. 323.) 

He had been a Poet at Cambridge, and came to 
'town' an ringiiig with his poedc readings and his 
own fine imaginings. It was something that thete 
were still snrvivii^ so many who could ^predate his 
tare gift.' 

Duiing the year tfiso onward, it is just possible that 

* t wish hoe Ki e»pi CTa my admiratioa bt a briUianl paper on 
Robot Henick, b; Hr. Edmand W. Gosae, wtuch appcand la 
CanUtilt {Kagatt, 187s). I am unlodi; enoagh ID be compelled 
(D exptEM and lindicaiE diflomcet (a* above and onward) in 
•eicral ioipartaiit point* of bet, «nd likewise in cridciam ; bat 
Bone the less do I appreciate the fine spirit of the paper, and it* 
*"f*y^ workmanship. Bcatks, Mr. Gosae was really the first to 
write in fiill ^mpathj with Henick'* gcmns, and to tiy to Indi- 
cate Qt not ahrajs aceuiatdf) his leaiSiif;. Sec n. Critical. 
tot TcmaAs oa If i. Gotsc's ooncqition (eben I miscooceptiao) of 
aat the period. 
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through his unde he was received ai Cotut His 
later royal poems " sung at Whitehall " and his usual 
language to the King and Queen, suggest that he had 
been for years known to them, if certain also suggest that 
he met with inevitable courtly disappointments — as 
Geo^e Herbert too had to confess. The only really 
dated poem is his rendering of the " Dialogue betwixt 
Horace and Lydia," which is inscribed " Translated 
anno 1637," and " set by Mr. Ro. Ramsey." To have 
found such a distinguished composer as Ramsey to 
' set ' his verses, is surely declarative of a poddon 
already gained ; for Ramsey, and Ijuiiere, and Wilson, 
and the Lawes' — all of whom ' set' his poems — moved 
in the Court and among the " Upper Ten." 

In 1639 two important events in Henick's life took 
place. The fasX — hitherto unascertained — was the 
death of his mother. I am able to give here, for 
the first time, her Will, which is again literatim, as 
follows: — 

" In the name of God, Amen, I, Julian Hirricke of Branta, 
in the Countie of Suff., Gent., being in perfect memorie, 
(thankes bee vnto God) yet remembringe the vncertainty 
of thb life, doe make my last will and Testament in forme 
following, ffirst I bequeath my soule vnto God my mercifull 
flather. And my bodie to to bee buried at the place <A my 
departure. Imp'. I will & bequeath to my dai^^ter Wing- 
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leild one hundred pounds. Item to my sonne Wingfiekl, 
Twenty pounds. It. to my Grandchild Mercy Wingfield, 
fiftie pounds. It. to theirc sonne, Humphrey Wingfeld, 
Twentie pounds. It. to their sonne, John, Tenne pounds, 
and to thdre sonne, Willm, ten pounds. It. to my sonne, 
WiUm Herricke, one hundred pounds ; and to his two 
dnldren, ten pounds apeece. To my Goddaughter, Ellis, 
my lesser Cutl worke handkerchiefe. To his wife, a Ringe 
d Twen^ shillings. To my two sonnes, Nicholas and 
Robert, either oC them a Rin^ of Twenty shillings apeece. 
To my sonne Willm, his wife, a Rings i£ Twenty shillings. 
It. to Dr. Jones, fbrtie shillings. It. to Mr. Herdson, three 
pounds; to his wife, my saddle and cloth. Item to Mr. 
Cauldred, a Ringe of Twenty shillings. Item to Charls 
Cutler, Twenty shillings. To Laurence Crick, Twenty 
shillings. To nune owne maide. Twenty shillings, besides 
her wages. It. to An Tomson, twenty shillings. To 
Humptl : Huggins, Twenty shillings. It. to Nurse Lawter, 
Twenty shillings. To the Coachmo. tenne shillings. It. 
to the boye in the Kitchin, Ten shillings. To the maides 
now in the house, ten shillings apeece. To the poore of 
Brantft, fortie shillings. All the rest of my goods now at 
Branta I bequeath to my dau^ter Wingfeld, the siluer 
skillet and plate, after her decease, to Mercy, her daughter. 
And I doe appoint my sonne Willm and my daughter 
Wingfeld my Executors, and my sonne Wingfeld supra- 
uisor of this my last Will. In witnes whereof 1 haue here- 
vnto set my scale the fower and Twentieth of August, One 
thousand six hundred twenty nine, Julian Hirricke. 

"Sealed and deliuered in the presence of Ro; Grimble, 
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}<Ain Rand.— Nmre Lord letst tUe Servant depart in 

Recorded in Book " Ridley " at folio 97. 

This Will was proved io the Pren^ative Court <A 
Canteibuiy 5th November, 1639, t^ William Henicke 
(not Hirricke or Hiricke as the mother spelled) the son 
and Marjr Wingfield the daughter of the testatrix, the 
executors named by her. So that she probably died 
shortly after making these airangemects. That she 
came to be resident at Brantham in SuflbUi, is explained 
by hei daughter ' Merde ' having manied there Un- 
fortunately the Register of Bianthain does not com- 
mence until 1634 ; but untit comparatively recent 
years Wingfields are found in the roister and Parish. 
AH that Robert and his elder brother Nicholas received 
was " a ringe of twenty shillings " apiece. Sir William 
Herrick does not get even a ' ringe ' — a suggestive 
omission in the remembrance that he had been one of 
the two "chief overseers." The solitaiy reference 
to his mother does not indicate any veiy warm re- 
gard ; and it is noticeable that he who wrote Epi- 
taphs so incomparably for so many, left none for 
her, neither aught of memoiial-veise. 

' Obtained through Cokmel Chnter, ai bdrae. 
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The second erent of the year 1639 is his taking 
ordeis, and his presentation to the ' living ' ct Dean 
Prior in Devon. I know not on what authority it has 
been stated that it was through the (then) Eari of Exeter 
die 'preaentadoD* was obtained. The fact is that the 
vicar of Dean Prior, — Potter — several at whose hatf 
find a place in Htspmda — being pronatid ip Hie 
iMshopric of Carlisle, he was admkttt Affeto on and 
October, 1639. What Uahsp^He ttm 'orders' has 
not been tiaiMnittid- Ih^Bi his Lines to Wllianis 
Huhgp ft JUmMb on his imprisonment, one mi^t 
maguX 481 he bad thrown obstacles in the way of 
his -ordinaticHL But it may be that the felt injury was 
neglect or even fiontiBg by that most astute but unpo- 
etical dignitary, of tbe enlter " OmoB," «faidi ifae Poet 
had sent him. Nor have we any li^t on the long 
dday from i6ao to (apparently) 1629, that is until 
nearly his 40"' year, in seeking, or at least being made 
' piiesL' His mi^f for lyfVing ordination was at any 
rate not mercenary, m for "a piece of bread." He 
asserts this urmiistakably in his impassioned " Farewetl 
vnto Poetrie," as thus : — 



(The skarcrow vnto mankinde) that dotk breed 
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WUer caicbitlont in mtt, Nnce I knowe 
I've more to beare my diardges, then way to goe ; 
Or had I not, I'de atopp the spreading itch 
OS craueing more : soe yn conceipt bee ritch ; 
But tit the god ofnaturt toko yniends, 
Andshapa my Jiinction for more gloritutt ends :" 

To-day a more channing portion of the great Vine- 
yard (to fitly j^propriate Bible language) than Dean 
Prior is scarcely conceivable. Leaving Brent — a 
station on the South Devon Railway, about t6 miles 
from Plymouth, — you take the road in a north-easterly 
direction, passing just below the edge of the moor. 
The road is not particularly beautiful or interesting, but 
you get glimpses of the hills sometimes on your left, 
and a mile and a half from Brent there are a few old 
cottages, and then the road passes through a fordable 
stream by a dump of trees, and from a little stone 
bridge for foot passengers that they call in Devonshire 
a (iam, you look over the hedge to your right upon 
rich meadows, well backed with wood. Another mile 
and you come to the narrow lane on the right which 
leads down to Dean Church, i.e. the Church and vicarage 
and a small farm-house and a few cottages clustered 
round them. The Church town as it is called in Devon 
and Cornwall, lies in a small but deep valley. Look- 
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mg dowD npoD tbenr from the high road, the diUFch 
and houses seem sunk among the trees. The trees 
now standing ate all of recent growth, but from the 
^dtered situation of the little valley, it was probabljr 
always wdl wooded About a mile further on is Dean 
Prior, another litde hamlet, dose to which stands Dean 
Owit, now a &mi, but anciently a great manor-house. 
In Henick's time it was beautified by Sir Edward 
Giles, the lord of the manor, iriio left his family-seat at 
Bowden near Totness, and came fchither to reside a few 
years before his death in 1637. Qose to this hamlet 
of Dean Prior — (which en passant gets its name from 
the manor having been, up to the Reformation, the 
property of the Prioiy of Plympton) the little river 
Dean flows down to join the Dart near Buck&stleigh, 
a market-town a mile hirther on the road to Asfaburton. 
The stream flows fitim the moor throi^b one of the 
coomis, or deep and wooded valleys which abound on 
the b(»deTs <iS Dartmoor, Like all DevonshiFe streams 
it has a rodcy bed. The wood through which it 
Mdtrs is called Deaoy Wood, and just above the wood 
is another little hamlet called Dean Combe. These 
three hamlets. Dean Combe, Dean Prior and Dean 
Church, all widiin the parish of Dean, fonn as it were 
the points of a triangle, of which each side is about 
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three-qiuuten of a mHe in length. The panah contains 
4,165 acres, and in 1871 the population was 400, the 
number of people having diminished nnce the begin- 
mng of the present centniy, and being probably less 
than it was in Henick's time. According to the Clergy 
List the ^the-rent charge is iKnr about £730 a year 
widi 93 acres of ^^>e. The <dd mantH^-house — Dean 
Court — was die only great hotiae in the parish. From 
Sir Edward (^es, irtw cnbuged the house and made a 
park, and ^>parently kept up Bone state there, it 
passed into die fiunily of Yaide, and &om them — long 
tlUet BtKnti^ 4""*^ — by nuirisfle, to the fiuBers. 
Lord Churston, the pant kaddftte AAs ftmB^ 
is now lord of the manor, but Dean Court is shorn of 
its grandeur, and is now an ordinary fonn-house, with 
but few remains of its ancient dignity. 

Two centuries and a half ago Dean Prior was remote 
from literary society, and its parishioners not very 
cs^iable of giving intellectual sympathy to dieir Vicar. 
The change from London to " dull Devtmshire " and 
the " loathM West " to such a sociable and erewhile 
pleasure-taking nature must have been in Dominie 
Sampson's exclamation — prodigious ! The links that 
bound him to the great Metropolis were not easily 
severed. From his " loopholes of retreat" he looked 
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tbidienrsrd. Wtdun a few mootiu of bis setdement 
he wrote " A Pastoral npoa die Budi of Prince 
Charies," afterwards Charles II., and it is headed, 
" Presented to the King," (Chailes I.) " and set by 
Mr. Nic. laniere." Three yean onward — 1633 — he 
■imOaily greeted another royal birth, endding his poem, 
** The Poet's Good Wishes for the moat hopeful and 
haDdsome prince, the Duke of York," afterwards 
James II. Later ^in, sck^t-beatt, through hope long 
defetred (I fear) he thus addressed his Muse on send- 
ing (as seems likely) a copy of Haperides : 

" Go wooe yoimg Charies, no more to looke 
Then but to read this in my booke : 
How Heirick b^gs, if that he can- 
Not like the Muse, to toue the man 
Who by the shepherds, tung long tince 
The starre-led birth of Charies the Prince." 

namely his ^' PastoralL" 

Thus was it continuously, on diioi^ the troutdous 
and dolorous yean of conflict between Kingdom and 
King. That he cultivated his gift as a Poet in Devon- 
shire is certain, albeit ffe^erida in its order or dis- 
order violates all chronology and makes it impossible 
to date earlier and later except occasionally. So far as 
1 have been able to trace, his first iq>peanuice in print 
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was the anonymous puUication of feignaeiUs of his 
" Ftuty " poems — so imperfect as to suggest that they 
had been surreptitiously obtained. This was in 1635, 
in a delicious Uttle booklet called, " A Description of 
the King and Queene of Fayries, their habit, fare, theii 
abode, pompe and state. Seeing veiydeli^tfiill to the 
sense, and full of mirth."* Ben Jonson's death took 
place on 6th ctf August, 1637'; but Heirick did not 
contribute to " lonsonus Virbivs" (1638). Within 
the next few years he must have been well known as a 
Poet ; for when in 1640 there came out " Wit's Recrea- 
tions " there were included in it no fewer than 6s of the 
poems contained in Haperides afterwards, and one 
(" Description of a Woman ") not reprinted therein. 
In common with the endie collectirai, these are all 
without name or even initials ; but they establish their 
authoritative publication by the author^ own most 
caiefiil levisioo and reproduction of them subsequently.' 
It is noticeable that so much from him should have 
found place in a book that was the first to bring to- 

* Thii will likel]' be reproduced ae one of my "Occasiunal 

* It is ususllr Mid to haje been i6ih August. Whether ii was 
old 01 DCK strle I am not awaic. If new sijle it would be -- 
i8ih Auguti. 

' See II. Critical for morr on " Wjt's Recreations.'' 
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gether — sadly iotermixed, no doubt — some of ihe most 
choice pieces of the greater poeta and a few originals, 
as of Richard Ciashaw's inuDOttal " Wubea," if some- 
vhat poorly given. The probabilities are that he came 
and went between Devonshire and Lmidoa The 
provincial Wintets could not but be dull and lonely ; 
and for the elder generation of his poetic contem- 
poraries there were rising into notice Carew and 
Lovelace, Denham and Suckling, and Chaiies Cotton, 
with an of whom he formed friendships ^parendy. 

Of his life as a clergyman — except in the lights and 
shadows of touching memorial and 'epitaph' verses 
beyond all Greek and Roman exquisiteness, and 
marriage greetings comparable with Catullus at his 
best, and stinging and rough epigrams hitting off his 
parishiooeis emulative of Martial at his worat, in I/es- 
faides — we know very littie. That he entered on his 
oiEce with a real sense of new responsibilities, and that 
be was resolved to be delivered from all that would 
hinder his consecration to its manifold duties, is t^rtain. 
This indeed is made to stand out veiy definitely. In a 
sense, awfully — though, strange to say, it has esc^>ed 
all his Biogi^diers. Among the Ashmolean MSS. a 
little poem — complete in itself, and not a fragment — is 
informed with a passion and has over it a sliadow of 
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sotemnity most unusual to Herrick, and dedaiatire td' a 
resolute breaking off bom eailier entan^ements and 
self-indulgences, and a profound sense of being now a 
' i»iest of the Most High God,' and so set tfaxi tor 
holy and celestial weak We know that he remained 
unmamed ; and hence dieie was reality in the " Fare- 
well " of this remaricable poem. Let us study it, 
meditativdy : — 

"Vpom Paning, 
Goe hence away, and in thy parting know 
'Tis not my voice, but heauens that tndds thee goe ; 
Spring hence thy faith, nor thinke it ill desart 
I finde in thee, that makes me thus to part. 
But vcnce of fame, and voice of heauen haue thunderd 
We both were lost, if both of us not sunderd ; 
Pould now thine amies, and in thy last iooke reare 
One Sighe o( loue, and coole it with a teare : 
Sincepart we must, let's Idsse; that done, retire 
With as cold frost, as erat we mett with fire; 
With such white vowes as fate can nere dissever, 
But truth knitt fast ; and so farewell for euer." 

Vol. III. p. 109. 

It needs no italicizing or c^tals to arrest attention to 
the significance of these words : — 

" Voice of fame and v(»oe at heauen have thunderd 
We both were lost, if bath of us not sunderd : 

and so farewell for euer," 
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There was probably folded up in dii> " Paituig" such 
ansaroected stnifi^e snd ccnquest as nniilarlT unsus- 
pected, went on with Phineas Fletcher.* Even his 
Mnse was to be finsaken, as his equally striking and 
memorable " Farwell vnto Poetrie " remains to attest — 
althou^ it proved a mere mood, not an irreversible or 
unreversed dednoa j or rather, henceforward he would 
' ong ' his ** Noble Numbers " rather tlian add to 
" Hcsperides." Will the Reader tarry at this point to 
read and re-read this " Farwell " (VoL III., pp. 101-6), 
or at least the italicized line* in these two brief quota- 
tions &om it : — 

" Vnto mee, bee onlye hoarse, tince now 

(HtatUH and tmy touU hart record of my vatue) 

I, my detira ureuijrvm thee, and dirtcte 

Titm and my ihaught* to that tublim'd retfecte 

Axd eomuUiue vmto friathood." (p. 104.) 

Then thus of hi^er aims in his alter-verse : — 
" Thus with a kisse of warmth, and lau«, I parte 
Not soe, bat that tome reliqittyn mf hartt 
Shall ttand far ttur, though I doe a^resse 
Ch^ftlyt TB.'j seUe to iritat I must pnAess : 
Knowe yet (rare soule) when my diuiner muse 
Shall want a hand-mayde (as she ofte will vse) 

' See n^ Henoir of Pbineas Fletcher, F. W. Library ediikui of 
his Woriu. 
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Bee readye, thou Jar met, to VM^te vffon her, 
Tkoughe a* a teruant, yet a mayde of honor. 
The cnnme of dutye is our dutye ; well 
Dcnng's, the fruite of dtnnge well. FareweU;" 

(P. io6.) 

Swift's and Sterne's Sennoos remain to witness how 
they could and actually did preach — to the confusion of 
all theories and preconceptions about them, for where 
do you find of their kind, betta? We have not this 
advantage in the case of Henick. Anthony a-Wood 
characterizes his Sermons as " florid and witty [=wi5e] 
discourses," but he shews himself ill-informed on him 
in several ways. He states, too, that he was much 
" beloved t^ the neighbouring gentry." A late 
tradition, from the mouth of the "oldest inhabitant," 
aged 99, one Dorothy King, informs us that "he 
one day threw his sermon at his congregation, cursing 
them for their inattention."* It has been said of 
Sterne's portrait that it looks as if he were going to 
fling his wig at his auditors. He had too keen a 
sense of the ridiculous to have run such a grotesque 
risk ; but somehow one does not feel it incongruous if 
Horick did what venerable Dorothy recalled. She 
shewed that her old Vicar's memory was dear to her 

' Quarteil; Review : Mr. Bsjion Field, aa belbte. 
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by regulAriy asing stray verses of his " Letaaie " in 
bed o' nights and pKSOving in her memoiy other 
lines.* I suspect that not in the pulpit, but as a free 
and easy associate with the " neighbouring gentty," 
and his humblest parishioners in their joys and 
sorrows, amusements and supeistitions^ did the Vicar 
exerdse influence. Viom his rq)eated self-portiaitures 
and desoripticKts of his ' cell ' ( as he called his 
Vkarage) it is abundantly manifest that if there were 
high thinking, his ordinary living was homely. His 
one faonse-keeper and servant, ' Pnie/ or Prudence 
Baldwin, lives " for all time " in Hesperides. His spa* 
niel ' Tracy' takes its place beside Cowper's and Scotfs. 
One otiier pet he has not celebrated. Dame Dorothy 
King distinctly remembered that he had a " favourite 
pig, whidi he amused himself by teadiing to drink oat 
<A a tankard." This latter ' favourite ' has been re- 
peated in our own day in a ' parson ' of equal unique- 
ness of character and almost equal poedc genius — the 
Vkar of MoTwenstow, the Rev. Robert Stephen 
Hawker, M.A., of whom his Biogr^her {the Rev. 
S. Baring-Gould, M.A.) states : " He Bad a favourite 
roog^ pony which he rode, and a black pig of Berk- 
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shire breed, well cared for, washed and cuiry-coiDbed, 
which ran beside him when he went out for walks and 
paid viflta. Indeed, the pig followed him into ladies' 
diawing-iooms, not alwajn to their satisfaction. Tbt 
pig was called ' Gyp' and was intelligent and obedient 
If Mr. Hairicer saw that those whom he visited were 
annoyed at the intrusion of the pig he would order it 
out, and the black creature shrunk out of the door, 
with its taO out of curL'" Elsewhere {II. Critical) it 
will be amply shown that the Vicar of Dean Prior had 
a deeper vein of Christian thougbtfiilness than ^a- 
peridts, or even NobU Numbers hastily read, would lead 
va to suppose; There will be found also a striking 
undertone of melancholy. Fundamentally, it will 
q>pear that no misconception is more absolute than 
that he went on singing his jonal lyrics and throwing 
off his light fantasdques of veise and broad epigrams 
while the most disastrous events were occurring in the 
nation. A thoughtfiil study of Hc^eridts reveals him 
as moved in the deepest of him I^ every element of 
the sorrowful national conflict, and that his gay ' sing- 
ii^' was long prior to these years. There was gravity 
all along in combination with his jesting, aye, even 
i^n what was " not convenient " fell from him. 
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From 1619 to 1647 he condnned Vicar of Dean 
PriOT. Then came thundering " The Revolution," 
with Olirer Cromwell's tnmdieon as " Lord Protector," 
more potential than kii^ly iceptre gripped by Charleses. 
John Scldoi was Hemck's friead " next to idoUtiy ; " 
but Herrk^ was an avowed Royalist and * Loyalist '-~ 
dial is to the King, rather than to the Kingdom. Hig 

* Loyal ' poems are opeiHnouthed in his avowal of the 

* divine right ' of kin^ to ' govern,' wronf^y or rightly. 
There are memorable b^ that go to prove he saw with 
tear-wet eyes, the madness of Charles L and his ad- 
visers — saw die glory paling in his ideal sovereignty — 
die rainbow vanishing in a drizzle of bodiless mn ; 
bat substantially he held fast by the old anchor 
ci hereditary monarchy as such. As a consequence he 
was disloyal to the Commonwealth and its 'government' 
— a government built up, if as augusdy, also against as 
great odds as was the second Temple on Mount Zioa 
One can onderstand the chivalry of such loyalty ; 
especially as nowhere is there a ribald or even tart 
wcod agmnst the Roundheads or Cromwell personally ; 
tnit we must equally comprehend the inevitableness of 
the Vicar's removal " Sober and learned " be might 
or mi^t Dot be — as Jdm Walker in his folio of " Suf- 
ferings Oi the Clergy "' names him ; but then one true 
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to the poweis diat wtsx, in eveiy paiish, was a neces- 
sity. And 80 Robert Hetnck ste{q>ed oot, and good 
and biave and venerable Jobk Syus stepped in. That 
it was onreluctantly he gave vay is loudly prodaimed 
in lus "Return to London' — all palpitating as the 
poem is with gladfulness in once more being back in 
his native country (as he designates it) and free from 
his banishment We must tany to read this poem: 

HU Ttlunu to LondMi. 
From the dull confines of the drooping V/tat, 
To see the dsy spring from the pregnant East, 
RavUht in spirit, I come, nay more, I flie 
To thee, blest place of my Nativitie t 
Thus, thus with hallowed foot I touch the ground. 
With thousand blessings by thy Fortune crown'd. 
O fnutful Genius 1 that bestowest here 
An everlasting plenty, yecre by yeere. 

Placet PeopU I Manners I fram'd to please 
All Natitnit, Cuttomes, Kindrtdt, Languaga I 

1 am a free-bom Roman i suffer then. 
That I amongst you live a Citiien. 

London my home is ; thou^ by hard fate sent 
Into a long and irksome banishment t 
YetMnoecal'dbadti bencefbrwanl let me be, 
O native countrey, repossest by Ibee I 
For, rather then I'le to the West return, 
rieb^crf thee first here to have mine Urn. 
Weak I am grown, and must in short time fall ; 
(^ethou my sacred Reliques Burial!. 
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It is evident tliat the 'outed' Vicar's Tetuni to 
LoodiMi was as of a Jew's from c^itirity and exile. 
Walker (as befcve) states that "after his Ejectment be 
letoraed to London, and baring no fifths paid him, was 
subsisted Ij Charity, mdil the Restotattoo." Thn 
needs sifting — and shall now have iL first of all, 
Mr. WaUcHd, in sheer ignorance of the fiKts, sneen at 
his " godlj successor," repeatedly putting ' godly' within 
inverted commas. Now had he deigned to inquire, 
instead of sneering, he would have superabundantly 
discovered that John Syms was a man of men — an 
bumble, devoted, learned, conscience-ruled servant of 
tiie 'great Taskmaster' — a man whose mendory bore 
fragrance in it across a centuiy and mwe, as well for 
the multitude of his ' snffeiings' on account of hb heroic 
Ncmcoofonnity, as for the meekness and modesty and 
andamnotuness with iriiich he bore them. Next, in 
like ignorance of the fiicts, the non-payment of 'Fifths' 
is tomed not only into a sneer, btit an accusatioa 
I^ again. Wood and Mr. Walford and your ultra- 
Churchmen had inquired, it would have been made 
dear to them that in the case of such slender 
' livings' to give ' Fifths' was an impossitnlityi if body 
and soul were to be kept tt^ther, and that it was 
(mly in such cases, natuially, as wananted the deduc- 
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don, or in q>edal drcuingtances, that 'I^ftbs' were due 
to the ' outed ' dergyman. Then one is compellecl to 
remind your Mr. Walfoida that when &e lata- Ejection 
of 34th August, 1663, was enforced, tiiose who 
' returned * in not a solitary instance paid ' Fifths,' or 
paid one ^xpenoe to the then ' outed ' ; and yet these 
" Two Thousand " were as learned, as cultured, as 
' godly,' as consecrate (to say the least), and as lawAilly 
and ' divinely ' appointed as they were. More than 
that : they were ' ejected ' not for disloyalty to an 
earthly sovereign, but as being loyal to the King of 
Kings as their consciences instructed theia I cry 
shame on the ' restored,' who while ' out ' had lega- 
larly drawn their ' Fifths ' and more — and yet forgot 
the good men and true who beyond the letter had kept 
the law toward them. I protest with indignation 
against such traducing of honourable and illustrious 
men. 

Further : the alleged poverty and ' subdsting by 
charity ' is sheer nonsense. For, unlike most, Henick 
had innumerable wealthy relatives of the nearest, and 
many open doors of welcome in brothers and sisters 
well-manied. It is out of the question to accredit 
that all these resources were dried up. As a Royalist 
in the Commonwealth, he doubtless had his hardships 
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and vexatkms ; but tha« is not one iota to warrant the 
aUeged atject pOTetty. We are the more diqxned 
to aigue this from the numeroos indicatioas of the 
most friendly relations being sustained by the Poet 
widi his taisaiy on bodi sides. The Stones and Soamea 
and Wingfields, and the other Henicks, and their aooa 
and dau^tera — aD kindly remembered as ' kinsmen ' 
— have promtnrat and heart-full cdebnui<m all through 
Mtsptrides. FrobaUy the origin of the whole misre- 
presentation is to be lo(d:ed for in ' gossip ' onceming 
gifts bestowed on him by noble and other friends, as 
was the mode. That, like others, he received such 
gifts, is evident by his acknowledgments to the Earl of 
Pembroke) as thus : — 

" You, my lord, are one, whose hand along 
Goes with your mouth, or do's outrun your tongue. 
Paying b^fitreyoa fraiae, and cockring wit. 
Give both the gtAd and garland unto it." 

(Vol. II. p. 63.) 

So " To the Patron of Poets, VL "EjoA. Porter": — 

" Let there be Patrons ; Patrons like to thee. 

Brave Porter t Poets ne'r will wanting be : 

Fabius, and Cotta, Lentulus, all live 

In thee, thou man of men ! who here dos'l give 

Not ondy subject-matter for our wit, 

Bui tiJfewite ayle q/ wminlenanet lo it.- 
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Vot whkh, bdbre thy threshold, we'll lay dnme 
Our Thyrse, for Scepter, and our Baies for Crown." 
(Vol. I. p. 70.) 

A brother of Endymioi] Porta may also have been 
a 'patron'; but it must be remembered that the two 
inttoductoiy stanzas of " An Ode to Master Endymioii 
Porter, upon his Brother's Death" are put into the 
mouth of Endymion and eq)ress his loss, not Herrick's 
own. Otherwise the second stanza would have sug- 
gested wdghty obligation, if not dependence, «^. .- — 

" Alas for me I that I have lost 
E'en all almost : 
Sunk is my sight ; set is my Sun ; 
And all the loome of life undone : 
The stafle, the Elme, the ptop, the shell'ring wall. 

Whereon my vine did crawle. 
Now, now.Uownedowne; needs must the oldstockfall." 
(Vol. I. p. 124.} 

The opening precludes the apphcation of this to 
Herrick :— 

" Not all thy flushing sunnes are set, 
Herrick, as yet." 

Such ' ^fts ' partook not at all of the nature of elee- 
mosynary payments ; and yet I feel persuaded diat 
Anthony a-Wood bad merely caught up a perverted 
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nunonr concasing Ifaon, and so wrote of his " mbou^ 
ti^by chaiit^." 

In 1647-8 he paUiahed his " Hesperides : Works 
Htunane and Divine," with his p(»tnit — of which 
more in die sequel — piefixed. He describes himwif 
as *' RdKit Heiridi:, Esq." ; so assoming the lay 
character, as was possibly Qg)edient, alike from the 
dmunstances and fixmi the matter-oT-fiict that in so fi>r 
as the bulk of die poems went, the^ had been composed 
by him vrtiile a laymaa Elsewhere again (II. Critical) 
I examine his mattafid and marvellous double-volume. 
Here it is sufficient to remark that never had the 
Caralieis so ccmgenial a gift in a book — redolent as it 
was of that type of wit with which they set " the table 
in a roar." 

A tradition lingered in Devondiire tiiat Herrick was 
the orif^nator of "Poor Robin's Almanac" that ul- 
timately became renowned and held a Img lease xX 
life, if indeed it do not still in humble guise circulate. 
Nichds in his Leicestershire accepts the tradition as 
posnble, as he also accepts his (impossible) poverty 
while in London. Odiexs recalling that the Almanac 
was iirst published in 1661 r^ard it as impossible. I 
have disposed oi the poverty in any pauper-sense ; but 
I am inclined to accredit the tradition. For (r) The 
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RestontioD of " our bum leUgiotu king " Cbariea 21. . 
came with sudden unexpectedness ; so that sudb a 
literaiy scheme might be extremely timely to Henick, 
and irtiile all ready, yeats before, he may hare nnqily 
postponed publication until 1661. (3) It was dot 
until the ' Ejection ' of 34th August, 1662, that John 
Syms was ' outed ' from Dean Prior ; and so Henick 
might still up to 1663 be ^adly occupied in such a 
venture. (3) Sodi a tiaditioo could scaicely be 
invented — for it was not a thing at all likely to be 
ascribed to their Vicar by his Parishionos unless he 
himself had told and owned it (4) It is specially 
to be remembered (albeit from Chaucer onwud 
'Robin' was the accepted name fora simple rustic) that 
both in his Poems, and in at least one letter, " Robin " 
and " Robin Herridt" was his sdf-chosen playful way of 
describing himself. An examination of the earlier ' Poor 
Robin's ' Almanacs and of later, gives things that in my 
judgment might have been written by Heirick.' If only 
we had the key — and a chance turning out of old MSS. 

' 1 rtgnt thu spaoe cannot be found for spcdmena. Had one 
known absoluleljr thai Ibey were bis, space mast hare been taken. 
As k is, WE raaat wail confinnaiioii. The rerars, sooth to say, arc 
not of high quality. Ccitcs they are not equal to Htiprridtt, 
thou^ they must have come after. 
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m^anjdajpatitintooarhaada — limagueitwouldbe 
discovned that the Poet of the SaptridB and NeNt 
^/umbers took patt in the fec u nd Utenituie cS the period 
It seems inconceivable that he could give the wodd 
" Heq>erides'' and " Noble Numbers," and then cease 
producdoCL And yet this must be believed if we set 
aside ioaajtacKia writing ; for outside of his books, all 
that persistent research has recovered is the tomb-inscrip- 
tim of his nei^bours, Sir Edward and Lady Giles. 
This, and the Poems from the Ashmolean and R 
Museum HSS. are the whole that have been added to his 
' Works.' Here and there poems of the Saptridts 
were inserted in after-books, e.g. in the ' Musarum 
Delidje ' (1656) and the continuous editions Qi 
" Wit's Recreations " and die like. How strangely 
even HesptrHes had fiiUen oat of sight so early as 
1657 is evideDced by Henry Bold's " Wit a sporting in 
a [feasant Grove of New Fancies," wherein various <rf 
its Poems were undetectedly ^prxquiated bodily, and 
others disguisedly. 

Returned to Dean Prior aAer 34th August, i66a — 
Jidm Syms still ' preaching' with splendid devotedness 
and fearlessness of penalties in neighbouring villages — 
Herrick was then in his 7ist-73d year ; but, in all like- 
lihood beneath his grey hairs carried as dear an intel- 
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lect and joyous a spirit as of old. He had vowed that 
nothing should ever take him bock to loathed Devon- 
shire: — 

" A peofde currish ; ^uHish as the seas j 
And nide (almost) as rudest Salvages ; 
With whom I did, and may re-sc^oume when 
Rockes turn to Rivers, Rivers turn to Men." 
(Vol. I., p. 48.) 

but mellowed and softened by the intervening years of 
national and personal trial, he no doubt went back 
gratefully and graciously. He was destined to reach 
the " four score years " and upwards. There is an 
ine]q>Ucable absence of contempoiaiy notices of him. 
How he bore himself in his white-headed old age there 
is no light to see. At last the " lean fellow " who 
beats all conquerors paid the ultimate call. He died 
in October, 1674, in his 83d year. As with Geoi^ 
Herbert, the exact day of his death cannot be fixed ; 
but in the chuich-i^ister at Dean-Prior is still pre- 
served this entry: 

" Robert Henick, vicker, was buried y* 15th day of 
October 1674." 

His grave is unknown, or at least uncertain. There 
is a cl^racteristic introduction of himself in his epitaph 
lines for Sir Edward and Lady Giles ; and if composed 
long after their decease for a late-raised monument, the 
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expectant attitiuie of the woids I venture to italicise, is 
significant and padietic : 

" Hfere's the Sun-set cf a Tedious day : 
These two asleep are : I'le ha it Fntlrat 
AndioioBed: Pray wish us all Good Rest." 
A ccdlatetal descendant (W. Peny-Hemck, Esq., of 
Beaumanoi Park, Leicestershire) erected a costly numu- 
ment to lus memory in Dean Church. It is cut out of 
a great blo(^ of Caen stone, and carven in fruit and 
foliage The inscriptira is on a Ivass plate and nins 
as follows: 

In this CHtmcHTARD lib thk Rbmains of 

ROBBRT HaRRICK, 

AnTHOR or thb HBsraaiDBs and otebr Porks, 
Of an ancixnt family in Prksbntrd to this Litiiio 

LlRCRSTRRSHlRR, AND BORN BT KiNQ ChaKLBS I., In 

INTHB TBARI59I. HbWAS TBBTBARI639.EJBCTBDDU- 

REKICATBD AT St. JOHN'S RING THB COMMONWBALTB 

COLLRQB AND TRINITT and KBINSTATBD SOON 

Hall, Cahbridsb. aftbr thb Rbstoration. 

Hb sibd Vicar of this Parish in thb Year 1674. 

VM SaUct tow tfKCtft 

To HIS xbmort BT HIS KiNSHAN, WiLLiAH Pbrjit Hbrrick 

OF Bbauhanor Park, Lbicbstbrshirb, a.d. 1857. 
"Our mortal farts hat wraft in sbarb-clothbsltb, 
Gkxat sfirits nbtbr with tbbir bosibs dib." 

HasraRiDBS. 
VIRTUS OHNU NOBILITAT .« 

• Works ! Fnlfcr Wonhka* libmi;, VoL 11. p. 7». 
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Attd to I leave nqr little Biography with the Reader, 
aridog him, if so he please, to ttmi neit to II. Crt- 
ticaL If in both I have sought to revive the 'bme' 
of Herridc it has been with a lecoUectioD of the axiom 
of Fulke Greville, Lord Brooby in his "Inquisition 
vpon Fame and Honour ": — 

" Thus see we, both the force and use of Fame ; 
How States and men have honour by her stile. 
And ecdioes Aat enuiron in Order's frame. 
Which disproportion waiteth to beguile ; 

Fame walks in truth, and cherisheth her end, 
Knowes neither vb.y, nor how, yet is her friend." 

(Works in F. W. L., iL p. 70.) 
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'T'HE outward Facts in the life of Herrick, eves ax 
more mattetfully told by ua (I. Biographical) are 
kw and simple. None the less has he secured that 
' eternity of fkne ' of which again and again he prophe- 
sied in his Hi^tridtt. It is as Singer he is remem- 
bered ; and if his memoiy thus endure through rela- 
tively humtde and fragile verse, it ts only the old old 
stoiy of the fern in its little nook out-during the stately 
Manor-house. Flowers bloom across the centuries, 
while the rock crumbles and moulders. The merest 
lilts and playthings of Poetry keep green and fragrant 
the name of their Maker, when (so-called) ' great ' works 
are benignandy covered with the fine small dust of 
oblivion. And yet there is mw^ infinitdy, than 
flower-beauty or bird-like singing in Hesperida. Apollo 
wasstiU Apollo when he playedhisoaten reed; bnt Apollo 
iriio played his oaten reed was the ' unsbom ' suitgod 
Similaily,if you look and listen wlulst yoR readthePoetiy 
of Robert Herrick, you will discover that you have genius 
of a aniqae and masterfiil sort — do meie dainty weaver 
of words into rhyme GreatncH is not a synonym for 
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tMilk. Perfectness, on however small a scale, is the 
ngoet of the ooe man in ten thousand, whatever be his 
wmtwHaij and whatever hia ait Keeping all this in 
mind, I ask the Reader to accompany me in an exami- 
nation of the Wotks of Heirick so as to toing out their 
and his characteristics — the Utter the more necessaiy 
because if not the Poet at least the Man has not been 
adequately estimated ; contiaiiwise, has been mis-esti- 
mated. These six things I pn^>ose to look at 
successiTely : — 

I. The Book in its anangement at disanangement : 

ot what it consists, and wberefiMe. 

II. Evidences of patient and genuine woifananship. 

III. What Ae Book tells of the Man and his relation 

to his times. 

rV. The specialities of his Poetry. 

V. HtB assurance of &me. 

VT. His Portrait 

L I^BooktH&sapvfigtmentordisarmngemtnt:^ 
what it emsis/t, and whenfire. In " The Argument of 
his Book," (I. p. 7-S) the ' aigument ' is sweety and 
alluitngjy put As one is thankful to turn tbe leaf of 
our (Authorised) En^ish Bible, and pass from the pious 
fon&mities and lying of the Epistle-dedicatoiy " to the 
most high and mighty prince, James," so one inhales 
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with sense of rdief ftom tn^thittc air the fresh- 
ness of lite outburst that succeeds the vnse-dedication 
"To the most illustrious aad most hopefiill Prince, 
Charies, Prince of Wales." One cannot read it too 
often ; and so here it is : — 

I dng of Brookt, of Blossoma, Birds, and Bouiers .- 

Of A^, May, of June, and ^«/)i- Flowers. 

I sing of Merf-fola, Hock-carts, Wtasaits, Wakes, 

Of BrUU-grtwmt, Brides, and of their BridaU-eakes. 

I write of YoiuA, of Leve, and have Accesse 

By thes^ to sing of cleanly- WantimaeKe. 

1 sing of Dewei, of Ridnet, and ^ece by piece 

Of Bahne, of Of/e, of Spke, and Atnbtr-Greece. 

I sing of TitHes trani-thifting ; and I write 

How Roses 6rst came 1^ and Lillia White. 

I write of Groves, of Tuniights, and I sing 

The Court of Mat, and of the Pairie-King. 

1 write of Hell 3 I sing (and ever shall) 

Of Heaven, and hope to have it after all. 

(Vol. L. pp. 7-8.) 

Wa this ' argument ' for guide, it is not difficult to find 
it folfiUed (filled fuU>-^or, as in NoiU Numiert, he 
says of God ; — 

He gives not poorly, taking some 
Between the finger, and the thumb > 
But, for our glut, and for our store, 
VmK flowre prest down, and running o'rc. 

(III. p. 146.) 
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But there is a great deal more in Httperida dian the 
' a^ument ' promises. You come first of all on celdna- 
tions of eminent contemporaries and near reladTa and 
othen, and then all-too-often on what are desi^^nated 
* Epigrams.' Neither of these are in any way so much 
as hinted at in the 'aigumenL' I notice thi£ in the 
outset because it gives a solution cX different inoblems 
that start Uiemselves as yon study die Book, and per- 
chance lightens, if it do not absolutely relieve, the 
blame of those offences against good manners, and 
even good breeding, that stain the pages. 

The verse-celriuations addressed to Mends and emi- 
nent contemporaries were evidently designed to form a 
separate work from Haperides. They are these — Upon 
his Sister-in-law, Mistresse Elizab : Herrick {1, p. 39). 
To the reverend shade of his religious Father (1. pp. 
45-6)— To the Earie of Westmerland (I. p. 67)— To 
the Patrcm of Poets, M. End Porter (I. p. 70) — His 
parting from Mis. Dorothy Keneday (L p. 73) — Upon 
Mrs. Wa: Wheeler, under the name ot Amarillis (I. p. 
7S-9) — To his dying brother. Master William Herrick 
(I. p. las-fi) — To Mistresse Katherine Bradshaw, the 
lovely, that crowned him with laurel (I. pp. 163-4) — 
To the most vertuous Mistresse Pot, who many times 
entertained him (I. p. 165) — ^To the High and Noble 



oyGoogle 



MBMORIAL-IlfTRODUCTIOlf. en. 

Prince, Geotge, Duke, Marquesse, and Earle of Bnck- 
ing^iam (L 173) — Mrs. Eliz. Wheeler, under the name 
of the lost ^cpardesse (IL pp. 3-4) — To the most 
a£complisht Gaitleman Master Edward NoigsUe (II. p. 
29 — ^To his h<NK>ared kinsman Sir William Soame (IL 
p. 45) — To the Lady Maiy Villars, Govemesse to the 
Princesse Henrietta (II. p. 56) — The meddow verse or 
Anrmsajy to Mistris Bridget LowiDan.(II. pp. 60-1) — 
To the right honourable FhQip, Eaiie of Pembroke, 
and Montgomery (IL pp. 63-3) — To the most learned, 
wise, and Arch-Antiquary, M. John Selden (II. p. 65) 
— To the most &ir and lovely Mistris, Anne Soame, 
now Lady Abdie (IL pp. 69-70) — Upon his Kinswoman 
Mistris Elizabeth Herrick (IL pp. 70-1) — Upon M. 
Ben Johnson — ^Another (IL pp. 78-9) — To his Nephew, 
to be prosperous in his art of Faindng (IL p. 79) — ^To ' 
hia Maid Prew (II. pp. So-r) — ^To his peculiar friend, 
Si Edward Fish, Knight Baronet (II. p. 83)— To his 
peculiar ftiend, Master Thomas Sha|>cott, Lawyer (IL 
p. no) — ^To the right gratious Prince, Lodwick, Duke 
of Richmond and Lenox (II. pp^ r ^3-4) — To the Right 
Honourable Mildmay, Earie of Westmoreland (II. p. 
118) — To his Kinsman, Sir Tho. Soame (II. p. 134) — 
To his worthy Friend, M. Tha Falctmbridge (II. p. 
133)— To Sir Clisebie Crew (II. p. 134)— To his Hon- 
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ouied Kinsman, Sir Richard Stone (II. pp. 139-40) — 
To the right Honourable Edward Earle of Dorset 
(II. p. 143) — ^To his Kinswoman, Mrs. Penelope 
Wheeler (II. p. i45>—Another upon her (idid}— To 
Mistresse Maty Willand (II. p. i48)--To his Kins- 
woman, Mistresse Susanna Henick (11. p. 153) — Upon 
Mistresse Susanna Southwell her cheeks (II. p. 153) — 
To his honoured Mend, Sir John Myntc (II. p. 154) — 
To his worthy Kinsman, Mr. Stephen Soame (tl. p. 
163) — To his Honoured friend, M. John Weare, 
Councellour (II. p. 166) — Upon his Kinswoman, Mis- 
tresse Bridget Henick (It. p. 169) — ^To his Brother in 
Law, Master John Wingfield (IL p. 181) — His Prayer 
to Ben Johnson (II. p. 185) — To his worthy friend, M. 
Arthur Bartly (II. p. 316) — To M. Denham, on his 
Prospective Poem (II. p. 320) — ^To Doctor Alablaster, 
(II. pp. 358-59) — Upon his Kinswoman Mrs. M. S. (II. 
pp. 259-60) — To his deare Valentine, Mistresse Margaret 
Falconbrige (II. p. 372}— To his faithfiill friend. Master 
John Crofts, Cup-bearer to the King (II. pp. 276-7) — 
To my dearest Sister M. Mercie Herrick (II. pp. 180-1) 
— To Mistresse Amie Potter (II. 388) — ^To M. Henry 
I^wes, the excellent C(»nposer of his Lyricks (II. p. 
'9S) — ^To his Friend, Master J. Jincks (II. p. 395) — 
To his Honour'd Friend, Sir Thomas Heale (II. pp. 
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198-9) — ^VpOB Ben Johnson and An Ode for him {III. 
pp. ii-i8>— To M. KelUm (III. pp. 14-15)— To his 
honoated and most ingenious Mend Mr. Chu-les 
Cotton (III. p. 14)— To M. Leonard Willan his pecu- 
liar fiiend (IIL p. 37) — ^To his worthy friend M. John 
Han, Student of Grayes-Inne (III. 37-8) — To the most 
comdy and proper H. Elizabeth Finch (IIL pp. 18-9) 
— Ultimus Hax)um, or to the most learned, and to the 
ngak Honourable Henry, Marquesse of Dorchester (III. 
p. 31) — ^To his learned friend M. Jo. Hannar, Phisitian 
to the Colledge of Westminster (III. pp. 32-3)— To his 
Sister in Law, M. Susanna Herrick (III. p. 37) — Upon 
the I^y Crew (III. p. 37)— Of Tomaran Parsons (III. 
p. 38) — ^To his Kinsman, M. Tho: Herrick, who desired 
to be in his Book (lU. p. 39) — ^To the handsome His- 
tresse Grace Potter (III. p. 43) — ^To his peculiar friend 
M. Jo: Wicks (III. p. 65)— To Sir George Panic, 
Doctor of the Civill Law (HI. p. 66>— A Dialogue be- 
twixt himsdfe and Mistresse Eliza: Wheeler, under the 
name of Amarillis (III. p. 69) — To the Honoured, 
Master Kidimion Porter (III. pp. 70-1) — ^The School 
or Peii of Putney, the Mistress of all singular matmeis, 
Mistresse Portmaa (IIL pp. 73-4) — ^To M. Laurence 
Swetnaham (III. p. 76) — To the most accomplisht 
Gentleman Master Michael Oulsworth (III. pp. 77-8) 
—To his Brother Nicolas Herrick (III. p. 80). 
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As the most of these ' celebiations,' compared with 
the majority of the others, aie of coosidenble extent, 
it will be seen that dieir proporticni to the irtiole is 
taige. Now turning to certain of them, theie appear 
various titles for the Book within which he was writing 
the sevenl tributes. Thus to Sir Edward Fish (i) : — 

Since for thy full deserts (with all the rest 

Of these diaste spirits, thst are here possest 

Of Life etemall) Time has made thee one, 

For growth in this my ridi Plantation. (II. p. 83.) 

Agaio, to Sir Richard Stone (3) : — 

To this white Temple of my Heroes, here 
Beset with statdy Figures (eveiy iriiere) 



Once more, to Mis. Penelc^ Wheder (3) : — 

Next is your lot (Fairs) to be numbeHd one. 

Here, in my Book's Canonisation : 

Late you come in ; but you a. Saint shall be. 

In Chiefe. in diis Poetick Utur^e. (II. p. 145.) 

Fotther, to Mr. Stephen Soame (4) :— 

Nor is my Number full, till I inscribe 

Thee ^w^tly Soame, one of my righteous Tribe 
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Among which Holies, be Thou ever known, 
Brave Kinsman, maikt out with the whiter stone : 
Which seals Thy Gbrie ; since I doe prefer 
Thee here in my eternal! Calender. (II. p. 163.} 

Again, to Dr. Alablaster {5) :— 

Nor ait thou lease esteem'd, that 1 have plac'd 
(Amoi^st mine honoiir*d} Thee (alntoat) the last. 
(11. p. 358.) 
Once more, to Siisaniia Henick (6) : — 

The Person crowns the Place i your lot doth fall 
Last, yet to be with These a Principall. 
How ere it fc»tuned ; know for Truth, I meant 
Vou a foFb-leader in this Testament. (III. p. 37.) 

Rnal^, to bis kinsman, H Tha Henick, who desired 
to be in his Book (7) : — 

Welcome to this my CoUedge, and though late 
Th'ast got a place here (standing candidate) 
it matters not, since thou art chosen one 
Here of my great and good foundation. 

(III. p. 39) 

Tbe first, by the use of ** Plantadon," might have 
been interpreted as applicable to He^eridts, as such ; 
but all the othets pottit oat definitely a Book of Friends, 
a Book dedicated to their honour and poetic immortality. 
Then the third to Mrs. Penelope Wheeler, whik called 
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" Late," is eaiiy in Httperiits, thou^ well^dvanced in 
the list of those separately renowned ; and so of Dr. 
Alablaster, "almost the last* does not at all hold di his 
place in Hesperides, neither is the sixth to Mn. 
Susanna Herrick " last." Besides, finally, the seventh 
to M. Tha Herrick recalls the fiist-aiiiioui>ced purpose 
of that Book in which he had " desired to be." Hence 
I think most will agree with me that Herrick had a 
manuscript book wherein he copied out his Verses to 
the inner circle of his friends and compeers, and which 
he pleasantly thought of, as a Gallery of Portraits, or a 
Hall of Statues, or a Collie of good and greaL Thdr 
repeated annunciation of ' immortality' would lead us 
to conclude that th^ were meant one day to be 
published Add to these the royal and loyal poems — 
of which anon — and the brilliant Epithalamiums and 
tender Epitaphs and rural poems to his Brother, and 
Crewe, and Pemberton, and sunny self-portraits — which 
all more or less partake of the same character, — and we 
can understand the Poef s lofty estimate of such a book 
when it should be given to the world. 

The Epigrams, in relation to the ' argument' are also 
and likewise made conspicuous by its absolute silence 
on them. Taken as a whole they were evidently written 
off after a laugh over Martial, or at some odd or offend- 
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L. With very rare exceptions they lack the 
s of the clasBicnl ^ignua With its rare excep- 
tioos diey are just so many '^>ota*of putridity placed 
among the good things of the banquet I cannot 
suppose that their Author designed them for publica- 
ticn,oratleast,aspaitof.5iu}i«rn&f. A fiiend suggests 
that the Vicar of Dean Prior answered his parishitKieis 
as Solomon says the fool ought to be answered, that 
IS, dfi'^''^"^ to thdr low lerd and versified in their 
own rou^ and coarse fashion the eveiy-day objects of 
thdr unlicensed wit and mirth. It may have been bo 
— may be conceded that refinement would have be«n 
cast amty <xi soch " currish " natives. None the less is 
it to be lamented that their Vicar descended rather than 
sought to elevate diem. Yet must it be added that 
among old dergymen, even down to our own day, an 
extraordinary freedom of speech was common. A very 
small grain oi salt gave circulation to exceedin^y broad 
stories ] and notwidistanding, one could not doubt of 
the reality of the worth of such ancient and jocund 
clericg. The sorrow is that in Herrick's case his £[»- 
grams were printed and puUished — only let after-con- 
sideiatioas thereon be weighed. 

Had those poems aniKiunced in the 'argument' 
alone becD puUisbed, Hlaptridti had been sodi a gift 
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to our finest poetical literature, u sliould have k 
to-day uiu^prmched for etherealoesG aod ddicacy, for 
twi^taess and whiteness, for c^our and bagnace and 
melody. But sdf-cridently the Publiiher had an eye 
to the sde, and his own reinuoend<Mi ; and oa the 
^ea of skndemess if oidy such Poems composed the 
volume, orer-peisuaded Heirick to entnut him with 
his " Book of the Just" and Yat miscellaneous Manu- 
script of Epigrams and the like, and his ma^ed copy 
of "Wtdi Recreati<ms." WherenpcKi he or some 
unskilled subordinate proceeded to intermix these 
additions with the others. That the Poet hunself had 
nothing to do with tlie aiiangement ot disanangement 
lies on the 3Uifiu:e. Thus " The Fairie Temple " <A 
which the last line is 

" Goe's to the Feast that's now provided *' 

18 separated from the Feast by neaily GSty pages, and 
then after fully nine pages comes " Obeion's Palace," 
which begins " After the Feaat" These three poems 
were most certainly intended to Utna. one, w to be set 
together. Then "The Beggar to Mab" would natur- 
ally have followed the others. It may be presumed 
that Ae beggar saw the iairy banquet, and asked fix a 
sbafe of the crumbs. Similarly one is constandy coming 
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onpoeinsm.gi!^ftyfifauttertyiiH:ongniou»,yeta«ocu>ted. 
YoQ hav««ch a blossoming of flowen, or sudi an inGKOK 
of scents, or sach a healthy bteath of veiml wind, ot 
such a vmd irord4andsci^ as the setting of scnne fine 
old En^ish countiy asage, as thriUs one ; and lo I on 
the same or next leaf you have an digram without one 
grain of salt of wit, or some M at a luckless parishioner, 
at some outrage on common decency that mi^t have 
done for " Wit's Recreations " n the " Musarum 
Delidae," but which in Haptridti is a 'sorrow and a 
scaodaL I should very ^adly hare re-ananged die 
whole, shoveUiag away the Epigrams bodily into an ap- 
pendix that might not be read, and as one removes a 
snail from a liljr's heart, occasional lines throu^tout 
But as the Book was pnblished during the Author's 
own lifie-time, it is too late, in an edition of his Works, 
to venture on this. I have before noted that there 
appeared in "Wifs Reoeatioiis " {1640), uxty-two 
poems afterwards included in Hesperida. Mr. HazUtt 
has a section of his edition of Herrick which he en- 
titles " Poems Attributed to Herri<±.'' They are the 
ftHlowing: — 

I. King Oberon'B AppareU. 

3. Tbe Fairy King. 

3. The Fairy Queen, or the Fairies Fegvies. 
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4. Another Copy. 

5. The Fayrie Kings Diet and AppaneU. 

6. A Detoipdon of the Fairies' Revel and Feast 

7. To a Gentlewoman with one eye. 

8. Domina Marganta Sandis : AnaeramiDa. 

9. On Chloris Walking in the Sooir. 

10. On Julia's Weeping. 

11. On a Beautiftill A^rgia 
13. A Loring Baigain. 

13. To Celia Weeping. 

14. The Wake. 

Except No. io—a, couplet — which belongs to Hu- 
perida (Vol IL, p. 250) and appeais in its place 
in Mr. Hatlitt's own edition — there is not a 
shadow of authority for assigning any one of these to 
Henick. Nos. 7, 8, 9, 11, 11, 13, and 14 were pub- 
lished in " Wit's Recreations " (1640) and seeing that 
Horidk reclaimed no fewer than sixty-two Poems from 
" Wit's Recreations " for Haperida, and did not these, 
this is decisive that they were not his \ while internally 
no smdent of the Haperidts could for a moment 
ima^e them to belong to our Poet Nos. i, 2, 3, 4, 
5, and 6 are expressly assigned in three public MSS. 
and in several others to their actual Authors. Thus 
" King Oberon's Apparell " appeared in " Musarum 
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Delias" (1655) and faultily in Poole's " En^ish 
PanukBstis" (1657) — inbodi anonymously; but in the 
Ravlinson MS. Poet 147, p^ io3, onder the heading 
of « The Faery King," it is signed Sr. S. St, and who 
was meant thereby is ascotained front — am<Nig otfaen 
— the additional MSS. R Museum 11,811, foL 18, 
where the name ia written in fiill, S[ir] Simeon Steward, 
which again agrees with MS. Malone, 17, and various 
other MSS. known to me in private hands. To Sir 
Simeon Steward tbeieibre belongs " King Oberon's 
Apparell," and so too, of course, the variant of it 
(No. 3) " The Faiiy King." In Besperida there ia a 
verse-Letter to Sir Simeon Steward (Vol IL pp. 36-39) 
which prepares lu to find him a writer of verse imita- 
tive or reflecrive of Heirick^ Had " King Oberoo's 
Apparelfor "The Faiiy King" been Henick's own, 
there was no reason whatever that when he published 
his Faiiy poems he should not have included it 
Nos. 3 and 4, "The Fairy Queen, or the Fairies 
F^^aiies," and " Another copy " exists in a number of 
MSS., public and private, but in none is Herrick's 
name found. It was prmted iiagmentarily in a little 
volume already noticed, -m, " A Description of the 
Queen of Fayries," etc, etc, (1635) and like all there- 
in, anonymously ; but in MS. Ashmole 36, there is an 
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endoisement, " To the right wo", his aKiite deare and 
much retpected Father Jimb Pagitt at Battersey, 
iwesent these" ThBOa^or may not mean that Pagitt 
(liUus) vM Ac author, Mr. Hazlitt is disposed to 
regaad iba as the tnuiacriber only. Be this as it may 
—but for myself it is just such a juvenile writing after 
Henkk as one might expect in a young friend of his — 
that Herrick is not its composer is again made sure by his 
not reclaiming it for Hapmdet, while he did so in the 
case of another fragment vhich i^peared in the same 
volume — as will be seen immediately. Internally there 
is the faint echo, but not at all the real voice of Herrick. 
No. 5, " The Fayrie King's Diet and Apparrell," occurs 
in the Ravlinson MS. Poet 143 (near the middle of the 
volume). It is a «>mewhat stupid adumbration, of Nos. 
I and 3, and Herrick's " Feast" The two ports in the 
MS. are separated by a line. Ifr. Hazlitt states that 
" the writer of this collectioa evidently supposed them 
to be portions of the same poem." This allq;ed 'sup- 
position ' is not quite certain. The second part was 
probably derived fixim an early MS. of Herrick's — as 
in the sequd will appear. Nowherc is the first part 
ascribed to him, and nobody worth considering will 
agree with Mr. HazUtfs haphazard ascription of it to 
him. Still more emphatically must every one reject 
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the possilHlily of Henick peipetradng such nibbiah as 
Na 6, "A Description oT the Fairies Revel and Feast" 
In the Ashmole MS. 36, foL 47, ncU (not 45, as Mr. 
Hazlitt) whence Mr. Hazlitt fetched it, has no author's 
name attached. It is an outrage to make Herrick 
responsibte for such inartistic riiymes — our word re- 
reminding that Mr. Hazlitt in at id, I 3, misreads 
' artistically ' for ' artifidally ' and otherwise ni«ng<<^ 
«4iat can hardly be made wone than the original 
Na 7, " To a Gentiewoman with One Eye," is found 
in Rawlinson MS. 147, p. 13 (not 143, as Mr. Hazlitt) 
and is signed " Henry Molle." In place of seeing 
with Mr. Hazlitt that this is "utiitiistakeably" Herrick's, 
no cafkable reader will discern anything in the lines that 
could not have been written by Henry Molle or any 
other, not excluding Mr. W. C HazUtt himself. Noft 
8, 9, fi, la, 13, and 14, having all been published in 
"Wit's Recreations" (1640) whence Herrick re-claimed 
six^-two poems for Hesferidts (as before) they are set 
aside as not bis, by the fact of his not claiming them. 
This is additionally confirmed by his having, on the 
other part, re-claimed No. 10 — as already pointed out 
Were it worth while, it mi^t be shown to whom these 
bdong ; but not being Henric^s, there seems no call to 
think more about them. It is with « sense of infinite 
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relief diat I have rescued Henick from the imputation 
ol the aathorslup of so much additional ttadL The 
Publisher'a unlu^^ mixtuie and intennixttue of all 
die Hetiick USS., good-^iaturedly entiusted to him by 
their Writer, has wrought sufficient damage, vitbont 
more being contributed to the veeds and thorns and 
nettles and pestilential growths of ffaferides. Our 
section ydept ' Golden Apples * it had been pity to 
lose — the last, ' Epitaph tn Sir Edward and I^dy 
Giles' being very fine — but these "Poems attributed 
to Herrick," with the dight exception of the fragment 
from an eariy MS. of the " Feast," are to be summarily 
and gratefully rejected. 

Let the student of Hespmda keep in his forgiving 
recollecrion that for a great deal at any rate of the 
incongruous arrangement or disarrangement of his 
book, not Herrick, but John Wiluaus and Franccs 
Eglbsfibld, his publishers, must be held answerable. 
It would have been a ' gainful! loss ' had they not been 
allowed access to the Epigrams. By their indiscrimi- 
nate insertion the Author's lines concerning the Errata 
were additionally illustrated : 
" For these Tnm^ressions which thou here dost see, 

Condemnc the Printer, Reader, and not me; 

Who gave him forth good Grain, though he mistook 

The Seed ; so sow'd these Tares throughout my Book." 
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II. Evidena itf paHent aad gamine workmanship. 
[Mffiering from Sir Phiup Sidney earlier, and George 
HncBERT later, the Works " humane and divine " (jf 
Henick had the advantage that none were posthumdus 
— every " danse and word " having passed under his 
own eye, althocgh — as shewn — he allowed himself to 
be over-persuaded by his Publishers to let them piint 
eveiytlmig put into their hands in his MSS. But on 
the other hand — especially in the light of the inter- 
nuztnre and disarrangement that have been demon- 
strated — it is a disadvant^ that Saperida and NobU 
fiumdersTetaaiDsA in the one edition, without reviaoo, 
widiout revelation of the Poet's mind about his volume, 
and besides, an absolute after-dlence (except possible 
anmymotis wiitii^;) of upwards of a quarter of a 
century. There are not consequently those printed 
VARIOUS READiifGS and Audior's changes that so 
<^en (as in ^lenser, and Shakespeare, and Daniel, 
and in modem days, Shelley, and Wordsworth, and 
Tennyson) reveal to us die crystallization of thought 
and the gradual perfection of the ultimate poem — 
diough, alas ! all too-often revealing strange and 
ahnost incredible deterioration, e.g. even Spenser, and 
Daniel, and Wordsworth, and Tennyson, are found to 
spoil the very bloom, and to remove the fine powder 
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of many of their most exqoisile fiindes. When there- 
fore I propose to ^ve evidoice of patient and genuine 
woricmanship, my meaning is not to bring forth from 
Haperida or Noble Numben examples of supreme and 
consummate workmanship. This I shall do in stating 
the specialities of his Poetry. Here and now, throufi^ 
Manuscripts that remain to us — none, unh!^)pily, auto- 
graph — and through prior publication, as in "Wit's 
Recreations" (1640), I wish to look ui upon the 
Poet at his fine work, and shew, in so &r as widun 
diese limits can be done, that Hetrick's genius was 
too substantive and noD-acddental to have given us his 
Lyrics and rural-breathed Poems off-hand (so-to-say). 
That is, admitting die apopth^m. An tst alare artem, 
therein as throu^iout, there was art as wdl as genius — 
genius kindling and inq)iring the flame, but art giving 
it lustre, and setting it in its ' golden caodlesti<^' I 
should stand in doubt of the reali^ of genius of any type 
that was sundered from the long and ever-asinring pa- 
tience of nicest and devoutest workmanship. Turning to 
" Wit's Recreadons," as ro^ht almost have been antici- 
pated, material for the evidence now sought is reladvety 
scanty. The likelihoods are that Herrick simply niarked 
his own Poems in a copy of the book and allowed his 
Publishers to transfer them from " Wit's Recreations " 
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to Hesperida and Nb^ Nkmben. Yet are dwre 
noticeable variants that are declarative of the 
Autbor's revision. The following are the sixty-two 
pieces that originaUy appeared in "Wit's Recreations " 
— talten in the order in which they are found therein, 
and on the left-hand side the places in our edition of 
the Poems : 



Heqierides. Wit's I 

I. Vol I- pp. - — Cheny Kt . p^ 457. 

a, „ „ 47-8 — ^Upon Love . p. 465. 

3- » » 51-a—TheBagoftheBeepp. 413-4. 
4. „ „ 72-4— The Teare sent to 

her from Stanes. . pp^ 339^4<x 

5- » » 7*^78 — His Farewell to 

Sack. ... pp. 432-j. 

6- rt « 103-4 — ^The Cniell Maid pp. 343-3. 

7. „ „ 106-7 — His Hiseiy in a 

Mistresse . . . k*- 344-S. 

8. „ „ 111-13 — A Ring presen- 

ted to Julia . pp. 331-3. 

9- » n 138 — Upon Gubbs. Epig. p. 89. 
la „ „ 144-5 — ^To the Viigins, 

to make much of time pp. 474-5- 
II. n » 170 — Upon Himselfe P- 465. 
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Wit's R 


ecreations. 


la. Vol L 


pp. 170-1— To the Rose 


P-459- 


>3- 


„ 


„ 171— Upon Guesse. Epig. 


p. 91. 


1+ 




„ 171 — Upon a painted 








gentlewoman 


. p. 92. 


15. Vol II 


„ 2— How violets aune 








blew . ... pp. 461-2. 


16. 


„ 


„ 3a— Upon a Child that 








Dyed. 


p. 254. 


'T- 


„ 


„ 43 — Gold before Goodoesse 


P-95- 


IS. 


„ 


„ SS— A short Hymne to 








Venus . 


^4S^ 


19. 


„ 


» 55-6 — Upon a delaying 








Lady. . .pp. 346-7- 


30. 


„ 


„ 60 — Nothing Newe 


p. 96. 


21. 


„ 


„ 63 — Long and I^zie 


p. 96. 


31. 


„ 


„ 66— Upon Wrinkles 


P'97- 


33- 


„ 


„ 77— UponDoU. Epig. 


p. 100. 


24. 


„ 


„ 78— UpCHi Skrew. Epig. 


p. lOI. 


as- 


„ 


„ 84-s— Upon Raspe. Epig. 


p. III. 


26. 


„ 


„ 87-8 — Upon Himself . 


P- IS7- 


27. 


„ 


„ 88 — Another 


p. 126. 


3S. 


„ 


„ 88 — Upon Skinns. Epig. 


p. 104. 


39. 


„ 


„ 90 — Upon Craw . 


p. no. 


30. 


„ 


„ III— ToOenone . 


P-47S- 
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He^erides. Wies E 

31. VoL II. Rx 148 — Change gives Cwi- 

tent . . . . -pt 113. 
jj. „ „ 156-7— To Electra p. 349. 

3J. „ „ 17a — ^Upon Umber. E^ug. p. 117. 
34. „ „ 184 — little and Loud . p. 167. 
35- „ „ I8<^9o— To the Ifaides 





toinlkahoade. 


p.3«. 


sa- 


» I. aoj— Upon a Child 


P 347. 


il- 


„ „ .06— Upon an old Man, 






a R«sidendarie . 


p. as8. 


JS- 


„ „ ao7 — Upon Cob. Epig. 


p. itS. 


3» 


„ „ 307 — Upon Lud& Epig. 


p. lai. 


40- 


„ „ ao7— Upon Skoles. Epig. 


p. lag. 


«■• 


„ „ a 1 7— Upon Zelot . 


P ij'. 


4». 


„ „ ai»— Upon Crab. Epig. 


p. Ua. 


«• 


„ „ laa—Demall in Women, 
no disheartening to 






men 


p. 133. 


+4- 




p. 144. 


45- 


„ „ a47— Maid's Nays are 






nodiing . 


p. 149. 


4*- 


„ „ as© — Anodier upon her 






weeping . . , 


p. 150. 


47- 


s6-7— The Walke 


p. 37a. 
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Hesperides. Wit's Recieatioiis. 

48. Vol IL pp. 363-4 — ^A. Hymne toBac- 
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49. 
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366— Angei 


p. 158. 
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373— Upon Bice . 


p. 165- 
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374— Upon Trencherman 
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sa- 
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374 — Kines 
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» .. 


386 — Upon Purchin. Epig. 
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389— Upon a Maide . 


P- 359. 
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,t » 


389— Beauty 
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S6. 
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ferings 


p. 177. 


57- 


VoLIIL , 


33— An Hymne to 








Love. . pp. 336-7- 
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a6— Leren 


p. 314. 
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. » > 


55 — UpcmBoreman. ^ig. 


^"5- 


60. 


>i , 


75 — Upon Gut . 


p. 148. 


61. 






p. 116. 


63. 


„ , 


87— The Endc of his 








Worke 


p. 331. 



Looking now more closely at the Poems and Epi- 
grams, Na I in " Wit's Recreati<His," is in the indirect 
fonn thus . — 
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Ckerry-pU. 
" tfUAoUu and Neli did latdy mt 
Playing for sport at Chciry'pit ; 
They both did throw, and having thrown. 
He got the pit, and she the stone." 

In Haperidti it is direct, as thus : — 
"Julia and 1 did lately sit. 
Playing for sport, at cherry-pit : 
She threw ; I cast ; and having thrown, 
I got the pit, and she the stone." 

In, Na 3, which is headed ' On Love,' for 1. 3 in 
Haptrides, "To signifie, in love my share," the original 
reads, " To tell me that in love my share " : 1. 7, care- 
lessly as losing a rhyme with ' he ' reads, " That joynt 
to ashes should be burnt," for " That joynt to ashes 
burnt should be," — which ought periu^ to have been 
adopted as our texL In No. 3, L i, in "Wit's Re- 
creations " has " To have the sweet Bag of the Bee," 
for " About the sweet bag of a bee ; " and IL 7-8 : 

" And taking from Uiem each his flame. 
With myrtle rods she whipt them." 
for 

" And taking thence from each his flame. 
With rods of mirtle whipt them." 

The ' About ' in 1. 1 is an after change. 
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In No. 4 in Hesperidts the mcffe definite inso^on 
is "The Teare seot to her from Stanes," that is itona 
the royal residence there, is in "Wifs Recreatiwu," 
simply "A Tear sent to his Mistresse." Otherwise 
only the cwthogi^hy and punctuation difiei. In No. 5 
" His Farewell to Sack" of ffaperuUt is entitled "A 
Farewell to Sack," and is enlarged fitHn 36 lines to 54 
lines, but with four remarkable lines, in turn, omitted. 
So important a poem in every way as this " Farewell " 
calls for a full record of all the variants. Lines 1-3 for 
those in Hesperidu : — 

" Farewell, thou thing time-past so knowne, so deare 
To me, as blood to life and s[urit : Neare " 

in " Wit's Recreations " read t — 

" Farewell so true and dear 

To me and near." 

Line 3, " ■ • ■ - Kindred, friend or wife," for " Kin- 
dred, friend, man, wife ^' 1. 4, "... . Soul to the 
body " for " Soule to body ;" L 6, " Of the yet chast, 
and undefilM Bride " is transfigured in Haptridts into 
" Of the resigning yet resisting bride." The Master's 
touch ! U. 7.8 are added : — 

" The blisse of virgins ; foot-prints of ihe bed : 
Soft ^»eech, smooth touch, the lips, the maiden -head." 
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U. 9-10 fin the <Rigiiul : — 

" These and a thousand more could never be 
More near, more dear, than dMm wert once to me " 

are altered to : — 

"These, and a Uiousand sweets, co'd never be 
So neaie or deare as thou wast once to me." 

li. 1 1-33 ate additions in Haperidts to which the criti- 
cal Student will do well to turn. They b^;in, "O thou 
the drink of Goda and Angels ! wine," and end, 
"Vexation of the mind and damn'ddespaire." Line 33 
of Hapervies, " Tia thou alone, who, with thy mystick 
bn," at fim read " Tis thou above, that . . . ." 
Ik 35, " To rouse the sacied madnesse, and awake," 
was originally " To raise the holy madnesse." L. 37 
for the later "flashing" had "sketching" and L 38 
" souls " for " soule." Lines 19-36 are another notice- 
able addition in ffesperida. line 37 as now reads 
"Bat why? why longer do 1 gaze upon" for " But 
iriiy? why longer do I gaze a£iT." 1^ 39 read "whea " 
"sure." U. 43-3 new : — 

" Then know that Nature bids thee goe, not I : 
Tis her erroneous sd( has made a braine" 
originally ran : — 

" Know then 'tis Nature bids thee hence, not I ; 
'Tis her en-oneous self hath (orm'd my brain." 
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L 45-6 in Hesptrida read i— 

" Prediee, not smile, 
Or smile.nKire inly, lest thy looks b^;iiile." 

Originally th^ voe as follows, akog with four other 
Unes cancelled in Htsperidts : — 

" I prethee draw in 
Thy gazing fires, lest at thdr sight the nn 
Of fierce Idolatry shoot unto me, and 
I turn Apostate to the strict command 
Of Nature ; bid me now farewell, or smile 
More ugly, lest thy tempting looks begiule." 

L. 47, for " denounced " read ori^nally " pro- 
nounce ;" L 49, "boldly" for "freely/' 1. 51 origin- 
ally read " And love, but not taste thee " for " And 
love. thee, but not taste thee;" L 53, for " inadultVate " 
read " inadulterate ;" and, finally, L 54, " Hereafter 
shall smell ..." originally read "Shall smell here- 
after." These various readings, insertions and the omis- 
don, show how cuimingly the Poet wrought out this 
Donne4ike poem — the omission, perhaps, the most 
suggestive thing of the whole. No. 6, " The Crudl 
Maid," except in orthography and punctuation, as 
always, in "Wit's Recreations " only drops the needed 
" has " in L 7 of HtsptridK. No. 7 is identic^ in 
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both, uve that in " Wit's Recreatiom^ the heading is 
"Hismiseiy'aadia J9if^wrd<tt " Hia miaery in a Mis- 
tieaae." No. 8 in both is again identical, but in 
" Wit's RecieaticKU " the heading b as follows : — 

With a K^ to Julia. 



No. 9 is the same in both. Na lo in " Wit's Recrea- 
tions " is inscribed " To make much of Time ;" in 
Hesperida, " To the Virgins, to make much of Time ;" 
and originally thus read in ist and and : — 

" Gather your RtNcbuds whilst you may, 
OW Time is stiU a-flyingj 
And that same flower which smiles to-day 
Too morrow may be dying. 
The ^orious Lamp of Heaven, the Sun, 
The higher he is getting. 
The sooner will his race be run. 
And nearer to his setting." 

The text of Hesperida reveals dainty improving 
touches (VoL I., p. 144-5); ^^ remaining stanzas agree 
in both. Na 1 1 in " Wif s Recreations " is headed 
" On ao old Batchelour " instead of " Upon himselfe ;" 
and in L 3 reads " married " for " wedded," in L 4 
" one " for " a jot," and i 6 " Rather than mend me, 
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blind me quite," instead of the later " Rather than 
mend, put out the light" N(X ii, " To the Rose," in 
St 1st, L 5, origiiially has " hath " for " has ;" st sd, 
I. I, "If she frets, Otat" foi " If she's fretfiill, I;" L 3, 
"struggles" for "stnig^e;" and L 5, "although not 
kill " for " though not to kiU." Nos. 13 and 14 agree, 
only for " Gentlewoman " in ffesperides there was ori- 
gioallf " Madam." No. 15, " How Violets came blew," 
is of a class that must have been a &vourite with 
Herrick. They are anything but adnuraUe. Originally 
this runs: — 

Haw the Vwlels eamt blew. 
The Violas, as poets tell. 

With Venus wrangling' went 
Whether the Violets did excell 

Or she in sweetest scent ; 
But Vatui having lost the day. 

Poor Girle, she fdl on you. 
And beat you so, as some do say, 

Her Blowes did make you blew." 

(Vol. II. p. 3.) 

Besides the correction of " Girles " for " Girie " in 
L 6, even this trifle shows revisioa {Vol IL, p. 3.) Nos. 
1 6 and 1 7 are the same in both, but the latter is originally 
headed " A Foolish Querie " instead of " Gold before 



oyGoogle 



MEMORIAI^ISTRODUCTION. cxli. 

Goodiies8&" Na i8 in " Wt's Recreatioiis'' is inscribed 
" A TOW to Cupid," and in Htsptridtt " A short hymne 
to Veniu ;" and so originaUy in L i reads " Cupids " 
for " Goddesse," L a " like Ptairl " for " with," I 3 
" that I may " for " I may but," L5"Ido"for"I 
wiU." Na 19 is alike in both, bat originally is headed 
" A Check to her dday " for " Upon a delaying 
Lady." Nos. 20 and 11 are nearly identical; but I 
can sniftose that it was with a chuckle that in the latter 
the Author removed the hyphen from " be-long " that 
yoor stujnd reader might not catch the equivoque. 
No. 33 is headed originally "To a stale L^y," and 
in L I reads " Thy wrinkles are no more." Nos. 33, 
34, and 35 aie the same. Na 26 curiously enough in 
L 5 of Haperidts, " He to work, or pray," read origi- 
nally "or play." Nos. 37, 38, and 39 agree. Na 30, 
" To Oenone," is inscribed originally " The Farewell 
to Love and to his Mistresse." It is singular that in 
both in St ist, 1. 3, " won " should be misspelled 
" one," and so remain, certes by inadvertence in my 
own text In St. 3d, L r, mis-reads " Court not both 
or" for "Covet not both, but" No. 31 is originaUy 
headed simply " Change," but in both are alike. 
No. 33, "To Electra," is originally addressed " To 
Julia," but otherwise both agree. Nos. 33 and 34 
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are the same, save that in the latter fiw " woman's" it' 
is originally "women's." No. 35, "To the H»ds to 
walke abroade," is originally inscribed " Abroad with 
the Maids," but otherwise is alike in both. No. j6, 
" Upon a diiid,* is also left untouched m its pathetic 
simpleness. To have changed a syllable would have 
been as risky as trying to pluck a dewy flower with any 
hope of preserving the dew. Abstention from altera- 
tion is in such instances truer insight than alteration. I 
have not found anywhere that Heirick changed his 
wording in his accepted perfect work. Na 37, "Upon 
an Old Man, a Residendarie," and No& 38, 39, 40, 
41, 43, 43, 44, and 45 are neariy identical in both. 
Na 39 substitutes " Lucie " in Hisperides for " Bet^ " 
in " Wit's Recreations,'' and in Na 40 an obvious slip 
of " and blast " for " one blast " is corrected in 
Stsperults. It is satisfying that only to a slight extent 
did . Herrick bestow an after-look on his Epigrams. 
Na 46 is the couplet that, though it did appear in 
Bafmdts, t&i. Hazlitt printed from " Wif s Recrea- 
tions" as a new poem. No. 47, "The Wake," is in 
" Wits' Recreations " headed " Alvar and Antfiea ;" 
otherwise is identical in both. There follows " The 
Wake " in " Wif s Recreations," and Herrick probaUy 
gave the new' niune of " The Wake " to the other 
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expnaAj to disown " The Waie " that so follovs ; and 
yet Mr. Hazlhthas "attributed" it to him 1 No. 48 
in ffaperidtt removes an unneeded " a " in L 4 of the 
penultimate stanza. Nos. 49, 50, 51, 53, and 53 are 
the aune in both, except in Hesperidtt a lacking " the " 
11 sn[^ied in No. 52. No. 54, " Upon a Maide," is 
again characteristically left antouched. Nos. 55 and 56 
are once m<xe identical, cmly the latter was ori^nally 
mscribed "Satisfaction.'' Noo. 57, 58, 59, 6a, 6t, and 
6x aie alike in both; but in No. 6a the heading is 
" Of this Booke." It is surely declarative of perfiiac- 
toiy study kA Hori^ that the i«esent edition is the 
first to bring to light these various readings. Mr. 
Hazlitt contented himself with lazily remaining : " Six 
or eight other poems \i.e., in addition to those which 
we have seen are not Hernck's at all] also occur, but 
the text [«esents no noticeable variations ftoni that given 
in the common printed collection " (L vi.) and noting 
a few of the altered headings. 

Pasdng now to those Poems that are preserved in 
MSS. — ^public and private — it is of the deepest interest 
to read these eariier texts in the li^t of that adopted 
and published in Haperida. Mr. Hazlitt has a section 
in his edition called " Different Versions rX Poems 
already Printed," and there is one other someiriiat 
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noticeable. I am not aware that an^ of these hare 
been submitted to critical exanunatioa or compaiiaoa 
The first is in Harieian M&, 6917, foL 10, and is an 
eaily vosion of the brilliant " Nuptiall Song, or 
Epithalainie on Sir Clipseby Ciew and his Lady " 
(Vol II. pp. 13-30). The opening of this poem has beoi 
dted to show that Milton had lead it and remembered 
it in his choruses in "Samson Agonistes." I cannot 
say that I discern such remembrance or use of this 
" E^ithalamie f but it has all Miltcai's eariy lusdous- 
ness and stateliness. In L 3 " &ire injewel'd May " 
was originally written " faire enamell'd May," and L 10 
for "emergent" reads "emeiging." InL i4for "Tread- 
ii^ upon vermilion " there was " Throwing about ver- 
milioa" The following entire stanza was rejected in 
Htsperidtt just after the preceding : — 

" Lead on faire paranymphs, the while her eyes 
Guilty lA somewhat, ripe the strawberries 

And cherries in her cheekea ; thoe's creame 
Already spillt, her rayes must gleame 
Gwtly Thereon, 
And see begett lust and temptation. 

To surfeit and to hunger; 
Hdpe on her pace, and, though she lagg, yet stirre 
Her homewards; well she knowes 
Her heart's at home ho were she goes." 
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In the next stanza, 1. 4, for tbe original, perhaps more 
realistic "girting fmik pounded cinnamon," Hesperi- 
da^ye * perspiring,' and in L 7, "Who would not then 
cottsiune " for the later " Who therein wo'd not con- 
sume." In the succeeding stanza the MS. mis-spells 
'■natgennn' for 'marjoram' (L 3}; and in L 4, reads 
' thy' for ' the bridegroom,' and L 6 ' besparckling' for 
'dispaiUing;' and in the last line "Or like a firebrand 
he will waste," for " Or else to ashes he wiU waste." 
Then tomes in this fragmentary stanza, which again is 
omitted in Httpertdet: — 

" See how he waves his hand, and though his eyes 
Shootes forth his iealous soule, for to surprize 
And ravish you, his bride : do you 
Not now perceiue the soule of C. C i=Oipseby 
Your mayden knight [Crew. 



With kissel to in^MTC 

You with his lust and holy ire." 

The next stanza in the MS. begins, " If so g^de 
tfirougfa the ranks of virgins, passe," for " Slide by the 
bankes of virgins then, and passe," — the latter giving her 
the inotioa of a stream. In L 10 Haperida subsritutes 
" as doth a fish," for " as doe the fish." Once more an 
omitted stanza succeeds : — 
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" Why then goe forward sweet ausiNCHnis bride. 

And come upon your brid^roome like a tyde. 

Bearing downe lime before you, hye 

Swdl, mixe, and loose your aajles t implye 

IJke streames which flow 

Encuiild together, and noe diSerence show 

In their silver waters ; ninne 
Into your selues like wooll together spunnc; 
Or blend so as the sight 
Of two makes one hermaphrodite." 

In the following stanza L i has originally " confesse 
you wise," for " confesse y'are wise," and the change 
gives that ripple in the flow of his rhythm, which 
Henick loved and affected. In L a for the lata', " In 
dealing forth those," he had written, " In drawing 
forth those." Hie felidtous close of this stanza was 
worked out, not struck out as at a heat The MS. has 

"On then, and though y'are riow 
In going, yet however goe." 

In Maperida with cunning imitadv^iess of the linger- 
ing yet wistfiil motion, it reads : — 

"On dien, and though you slow 
Ly go, yet, howsoever, go." 

The divided word here and elsewhere is a trick caught 
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from his fiivorite Catullus. Two omitted stanzas come 

next: — 

" How kmg soft bride shall your deaie [Brides' -maids] 

Loue to your wefcome mdi the mistick cake. 
How long, oh pardon, shall the house 
And the smooth handmaids pay dteir vowes, 

VTith oyle and wine. 
For your approach, yet see thdr altars pine f 

How long shall die page, to please 
Vou, stand for to surrender up the keyes 

Of the glad house I come, come. 

Or Lar will freeze to death at home. 

Welcome at last unto the threshold. Time 

Throaned in a saffron euening, seemes to chyme 

AH in i kisse, and so enter ; if 

A prayer must be s^d, be brief; 

The easy gods 

For sudi n^ect, haue only myrtle rodda 

To stroake not strike ; feare you 
Not more, milde nymph, then they would haue you doet 
But dread that you doe more offend 
In that you doe beginn^ then end." 

In stanza 7th, L 6 originally read : — 

" Us (and God shield her) " 

changed into " The house (love shield her) "....; in 
L 10, ' has ' for ' your.* Again two omitted stanzas are 
here in the MS.: — 
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" What though your laden altar now has wonne 
The creditt from the table of the sunne 
Pot earth and sea ; this cost 
On you b altogether lost. 

Because you teede 
Not on the flesh of beasts, but on the seede 

Of contemplatian, your 
Your eyes arc they, wherewith you draw the pure 

Elixar to the minde. 

Which sees the body fedd, yet pined. 

If you must needs for ceremonies sake 
Bleise a saclce possett, lucke goe with you, tAe 
The night diarme quickly, you have speih 
And m^ck for to ende, and hells 

To passe, but such. 
And of such torture, as noe God would grudge 

To liue thw^n for euer, frye, 
1, attd consume^ and grow againe, to dye 
And liue, and in that case 
Love the damnation of that place." 

In the succeeding stanza, L i, for ' kiod truths ' the 
MS. writes 'sweet' : L a drops in MS. ' and,' and in 1. 
3 begins ' And ' for ' But ' : I 6, ' Hearing ' for ' Tdt 
ing.' In the atM stanza, L a originally reads " noe " 
for " no strife," and 1. 3, " Further then vertue lends " 
for " Further then gentlenes tends " : L 4, ' catching 
at ' for * striving for ' : L 8, ' gentle ' and ' fragrous ' for 
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'yoadiAiIl' and 'fiagnuL' lo stanza nth, IL 5-6, 
wbich ori^nally read 

"list, oh how 
Eucn heauen giues up bis soule betweeite you now " 

are changed into : — 

" O marke 3ree how 
Hie soule of Nature melts in numbers ; now " : 

L 7, " Maite how " foi " See a." In the next stanza, 
L 3 (ffiginally has ' lising ' for the later ' swelling,' and 
in line 3, 

" Tempting thee too too modest " 

" Tempting the two too modes " : 

L 7, ' hugge you ' tot ' hugge it ' : 11 8-9, 

" Your sdues unto that mayne, in the full flow 
Of the white pride " 

for 
" Your seluea into the mighty ovw-flow 
Of that white pride": 

L 10, 'The stairs' for 'Hie night' Stanza 13th, L i in 
HSL reads "You see 'ds ready" for "The bed is 
ready " : L 7, " Aad doe it in the fiiU reach " for " And 
do it to the &1II i reach " : L 8, " High in your owne 
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concepts, and nther teach " for " Hif^ in joat otm* 
cdpt, and some way teach " : L lo, ' Sput ' for ' Flay.' 
In Heiperidti there follows next the second fA the Uit 
two omitted stanzaa before " If yoa must needs," &c., 
with only me noticeable reading in the last line of * oob- 
fusi<Hi ' for ' damnatitHi ' — not an improvement if it be a 
softening of the passionate thou^t In die M& is 
hne another omitted stanza : 

" And now y^ue wept enough, depart, yon starres 
B^n to pinke, as weary that the wsitcs =^givvj tniaU 
Know so long treaties ; beate the dnunme 
AUt, and like two annies, come 

And giuld the field ; 
Fight brandy for the flame of mankindc, yeeld 

Not to this, or dtat assault. 
For that would proue more heresy then fault, 

In ctHnbatants to flye, 

Fore this or that hath gott the victoty." 

In Btanxa 15, L 3, originally, it reads "with ribbe Oi 
tocke and bnsse" fortiie later " witii lock or walles <rf 
bnsse": and in the last line 'sheetes' for 'sheet' 
oblivious of line ad. In the closing stanza, line aS, icx 
the Hetperidts miqirint of ' that, that ' the MS. reads 
'that the.' In the place I corrected it preferably with 
'two' as in the next line; llie MS. is signed "R. 
Henick." It will reward the Student to ponder and 
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oMnpaie these atxmdant various readings, and to con- 
sder die opulence that could dispense with the omis- 
nms. There are bta in the omissions that one is 
gratefol to have from the MS., aIthou(^ as a whole the 
Poet showed nicety of tastc^ as well as sound judgment 
in eiasing them. The next Poem, " Hemck's Sack," 
m the Rawlinson MS. poet 143, is an imperfect copy 
of his " Wdcome to Sack." I have recorded its very 
mumponant varianis in my examination of the text in 
"Wt's Recreations,'' compared with the fuller veraion 
in Haperida? A third MS., viz. Ashmole'jS, p. 90, 
Alt 1 10, is a similar inaocuiate copy of his great poem 
to his brother, Thomas HeiricL It is headed, " In 
praise of the Countty life." Most of the various 
readings are the Scribe's blunders, and call for no 
detaOed notice; but here and there, certjun enable 
us to follow the diaping of the final text, e.g. L 5, 
"Canst leave the dttie, with exchange, to see," for 
" Couldst leave the dty, for exchange, to see " : 1. 10, 
" Wi^es not to liiie but to liue well," for " Wayes 
lesse to live dien to Uve well " : L as, " That mange," 
for " That plague " : I 23, " sparing," for " warie " : 
L 26, "quench," for "coole." In the MS., IL 28-30 
do not xp^txt, and instead this couplet :— 
* See pages czuTi-viii. 
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" The firn is Nkturs end : this doth in^artc 
Least thankes to Nature, most to art " : 

lane 31 reads, " But that which next creates thjr 
happye life," for " But that which most makes sweet 
thy country life " : and there follow in these KSS. two 
omitted lines : — 

" And in thy sense her chaster thoughtes commend 
Not haUe soe much the act, as end " ; 

— a wise omission cettainly. Line 43 reads in tiie MS., 
' crawling ' fw ' feebly ' : I 46, * bediapoed ' for 
■enamded': L 51, ' vowes ' for 'comes'; L 53, 
" rau'nous woUe the wolly sheep," for " rav'ning wtdves 
tije fleede sheep": L 55, 'selfe' [not 'sleepe,' as in 
Mr. Ha2litt's]for'rest':l 57, 'Crowes 'for 'Wames': 
L 60, ' crackling ' for * qHiting' : L 61, ' thumb thus ' 
for 'thumb this sentence': L 61, 'Jove' for 'God': 
L 65, 'farthest Inde ' for ' Western Inde': L 66, *lyc' 
for ' fly ' : L 68, ' securer ' for ' securest ' : L 70, ' better ' 
for ' whiter ' : L 78, ' Viewii^ ' for ' Seeing ' : 1. 79, 
" By their shadowes, their substances," for '* By those 
fine shades, their substances " : L 80, ' borrowing ' for 
* taking small ' : L 81, ' seal'd ' for ' deafe ' : L 85, 
' Fame tells the states ' [not ' of,* as in Mr. Hazlitt's] 
for ' Fame tell of states ' : 1. 90, " Vice is vicegerent 
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at the couTte," iat " Vice rules the most, or all at 
court": L 91, ' godly ' for ' pioua ' : L 91, ' Vertuehad 
mooM jo her qiheie ' tea ' Vertue had, oad mov'd her 
spiieK.' Here follow theK omitted tinaa in the MS: — 

" Nor knowe thy happye and vn-enuey'd aUte 
Owes more to vertue then too fate, — to 

Or fortune too ; for what the first secures. 
That as herselfe, or Heauen, indures. 

The two last Ea^e, and by experience make 
Knowoe, not they ^ue againe, they take " : 

Then L 93 reads, " But thou not fearest them," for 
"But thou liv^ fcariesse": L95, ' hopes stronge built,' 
for ' thoughts prepar'd ' : L 96, ' For to salute her,' for 
'To take her by' : L 99, 'sturdye' for 'surly' — the latter 
a mistaken reading certainly : L loi, ' braue ' for 
' bold ' : L 109, ' toothe ' for ' mouth ' : L in,' cheer ' 
for 'fere': and L 113, 'deare' for 'rare.' Here next 
comes (after L 116) in the MS. this omitted couplet: — 

" Canst drinke in earthen cuppes whidi ne're cmtayne 
Colde faemlocke, or the Ituardi bane" ; 

L 117, "Nor ia ytt fitt thou keep's!, " for " Nor is it 
that thou keep'st " : L laS, 'build' for 'make': L 133, 
'Bye' for 'shun': L i3S> "neate, firme, dose, and 
true," for " and close, and wisely true " : L 145, " Till 
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dien, lett faith soe pnaapt your Uaes yee may," for 
" Till lAen, in such ABsunnce, live ye may." 

The wax HS, viz. Ashmole 38, p. 93, Art tii, is 
headed, "Mi. Henicke his Charge to his Wife." Had 
this not been included in Se^tridet, ve dXKild 
naturally have concluded that it was t^ that consin 
Robert Herridk whose marriage Mr. J Payne Collier 
having ftumbled on, he at ooas set down as mc Poef s, 
forgetiul of aU the &ct3.> Besides the Ashmole H&, 
the Kingsborough-Hazelwood MS. of my &iend W. F. 
Cosens, Esq., London, has anothe version. Both 
pretfy closely follow the same text Neither offers much 
worthy of special record ; but the following may in- 
terest from Mr. Cosens MS. ; — L 4, 'woers by thy 
haire ' for ' thousands wi& a haire ' : L 10, ' things ' for 
'that': L iS, 'beauty' for 'feature': L 14, "emblems 
which express the itch " for " aie the expressions of 
that itch " : IL 27-8 : 

* BiUiogntplilcBl Acconnt L 370. Ur. CoUicr'B raooid is : " Aa 
a Bmall, bat nor oonniboiiaa Id the biogi^ihjr of Hcnick, we majr 
add hoe (be i qt l au ati uu of bis nunioKe at St. demenfa Dunes. 
WestmliiMet : — ■ J Jane, 1631. Hoben Henidc and Jane 
Gibbons.' AU tlwt we have taitbeitD known, we believe, ii that 
the Ctaiiitiaii naiw of his wife was Jane." Contiariwiie, all dial 
we have hidieno known, and still know, is diat Heirick lived and 
died a bachelot. 
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" For that once lost thou needs must fall 
To one, then prostitute to all " 



*■ For that once lost, thou't fall to one 
Then prostrate to a million " ; 

lines 11-16 of Haperiitt that follow ^ last couplet 
in the MS., aod closing thus : — 

" And thinke, each man thou seest doth dome 
Thy thoughts to say I backe am come " : 

lines 3S-9, 

" Let them call thee wondrous faire 
CnTwne of woeman, yett despaire " 



" Let them enstile thee fairest faire 
The pearie tA princes, yet despair " : 

L 47, ' votuous ' for ' gentle ' : 11 55-6 : 

" Thy fortres, and must needs prevaite 
Gainst thee and force " 



" Thy fbrtreas, and win needs prevaile : 
And wildly force " : 

L 65, ' Creates ' for ' That makes ' : L 67, ' (Hory ' for 
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' Triumph ' : L 70, ' Take my last tegi^ * for ' Take 
this compression ' : L 79, ' Shaip ' for ' Lean ' : L So, 
"In my full triumph " Gar "its one triumphant ": L81, 
" In thee, the hei^t," for " In thee all feith." 

In Harieiaa MS. 6917, foL 48 (»»») is an eariy copy 
of the supreme " Mad Maid's Song," than which nothing 
out of the snatches put in the mouth of Ophelia is 
more conquering in its simple pathos. The variants are 
slight, e;B^ St I, L 9, 'monow' for 'morning' (repeated): 
L 4, ' All dabbled ' fof < Bedabled ' : st 3, L 3, 'teares' 
for ' floweis ' ; L 4, ' was ' for ' is ' : st 5, L i, ' I hope ' 
for ' 1 know ' : st 7, L 3, ' balsome ' for ' cow-slips.' 
TeAafS the substitution of ' morning ' in Htsptrides 
for 'morrow' was a mistake: and 'tears' for 'flowers': 
and at least 'balsome' for 'cov-slips' had been pre- 
ferable 

The neit MS., "Charon and the Nightingale," from 
Rairiinson MS., poet 65, kd. 33, is a fuller copy of 
"Charon and Phylomel, a Dialogue sung," of Ha- 
perides (VoL IL, pp. 344-5). OvAy IL i — j6 are in 
Heiperides — the remainder is addidonaL Before giving 
the additions, these variants between the MS and 
Hesperida text of the opening portion, call for record, 
passing over others of trivial moment : — L 5, ' voice ' 
for ' sound * : L 6, ' what ' for ' where ' : I. 7, ' shade ' 
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Sot 'bird': L ii, 'waiUing' fat 'watching*^: L la, 
'made me bcnst np sa3' for 'made me ^ns hoist 
fldle': L'13, 'lie be gone' (or 'Fie retume': L 18, 
'piaise' for 'pray': L 19, 'sig^' for 'vowea': L 22, 
' in ' for ' with ' ; L 34, ' Our passage ' for ' Our ' sloth- 
(iill passage:' The new US. commences after I 26, 
" IVho els with tears wo'd doubtless drown my ferty " 
(in USL " our wfaeny ") — as thus : — 

" A boat, a boat, hast to the ferry, 
Por we goe over to-be merry. 
To laugh & quaS and drink old sherry. 
[Phil.'] Charon, O Charon, the wafter of all soules to bliss 

[Ckar.^ Who calU the ferryman of Hell f 

[Phil.'] Come neer U say who lives in bliss & who in pain ; 

\Ckar:\ Those that dye well eternal! bliss shall foUow. 

Those that dye ill, thrir own black deeds shall 
swallow. 
[Phil^ Shall thy black barg those g<ulty spirits row 

That kill themselves for love ? [Char.] Oh no, oh 
n<s 

My cordage cracks when such foule sins draw neer. 

No winde blows fair nor 1 my boat can steer. 
[Phil.] What sfHrits pass & in elizium rngn I 
[Char^ Thoseharmlesssoulesthatlove&arebelovdf^^ain. 
[Phil,] That sotile that lives in love & faign would dye to 

Shall he goe free r [Char.] Oh no, it is too foul a 



oyGoogle 



dvui. MEMORIAL-INTRODUCTION. 

He must not oome aboard, I dan not raw. 

Storms of dispair my boat will over-blow. 

But when thy m' shall dose up thine eys then come 

aboard ^misery 

Then come aboard & pusj till then be wise & 

syf«B." 

It will be observed by the critical reader that there is 
a resemblance in thought in this MS. p(»ti<Mi to the 
"New Charoa" (VoL IIL, p. no). But whether it 
be or be not Henick's, it does not agree with the 
former part ; for in it she is a shade, and in this she is 
not dead Periiaps the explanation is that this portion 
may have been a first sketch, and the otha an expait 
sion ; and that afterwards the thought in the later was 
used in the " New Charon." I aslc if the inserted 
son^ " A boat, a boat," &c., be not a catch that does 
not belong to Heirid? and I note that the unfinished 
charactn of die MS. is shown l^ the last couplet not 
rhyming. 

RAwlinson HSL 147 Poet p. 14, gives us an interest 
ing variant of " To a Gentlewoman objecting to him 
his Grey Haiies " (VoL I. p. 107) as thus : — 

"An old Man to hityongt Mrt. 
Am I des[Hs'd because you say 
And I belnue that I am gray i 
Know lady you haue but your day. 
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And night will come when man will sweare 
Time hath spin now upon your Yiayn. 
Then when in your ^asat you seeker 
And find no roses on your cheeky 
No, nor the bud at least to show, 
Where such a fayre camation grew. 
And such a snUling tulippe too. 
Ah 1 then too late close in your dtamber keeping. 

It wiU be t(dd 

That you are old, 
By those true teares ^are wee[nnge." 

We have now reached the " Fairy " Poems, and it 
is of rarest interest to mark the fine and subtle working 
on these most dainty and delicate-fanded productions 
<^ Henick's imaginative vein. The firtf is " King 
Oberon's Pallace." Mr. HazBtt prints it in his Appen- 
dix (VoL II. pp. 466-470), but has needed to state 
whence he derived it It is found in Ashmole MS. 38, 
p. loi and r rS. This MS. omits the opening (IL 1-8). 
Thereafter, L 9, reads " Of peldsh waspes, well knowne 
his gnarde " for the less accurate " «e1 know his 
guard" of Hapendts; IL 30-1, "the grass of Lemster 
ore, soberlye sparkling," for "the finest Lemster ore 
mildly desparkUng," L 39, "girdle" for " ceston": 
L 30, " The eyes of all doth straight bewitch " for " All 
with temptation doth bewitch." After L 37 the MS. 
inserts these twenty-seven singular enumerative tines % — 
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" And furdier of, sotee sorte of peare, 
Apple or plume is neatly layde Eplum 

(As yf yt were a tribute payde) 
By the round vidiin t ' some mist «4ieat 
The whidi the ant did tastCf not eata ; 
Deafe nutts,* softe Iewes>«ares, and some thinne 
Chipping, the mice filcht from the binn 
Of the graye farmer t and to thus 
The scrappes of lentdls, chitted pease, 
Dryed hony-combes, browne acome cupps. 
Out of the which hee sometymes sups 
Mis hearby-broath ; and th^ dose by 
Are pudiered bullas, cankers, and dry 
Kemells and withered hawes; the rest 
Are trinketts falne from the kytes neast. 
As buttered bread, the which the wilde 
Birde snatcht away from the crying childe ; 
Blew pynes, taggs, sqicus, Ixades and things 
Of higher pricey as haUe jett rings. 
Ribands, and then some ulkoi shreakes 
To vir^nes lost att barlye breakes ; 
Many a purse-stringe, manye a threade 
Of gould and ulver there is spread. 



Lyes here about ; and as wee ghesse. 
Some bitte of thymbles seeme.to dresse 
The braue cheafe worke; and for to faue 
The eaaie excellence of the caue 
Squirrells, Sic." 



•bcdge-hog rolled up. 
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Then comes sabstantially the same as in Haptridts, 
but with certain variations — t^., L 47 in the MS. reads 
" Seme here, bothe which in-chequered " for " Are 
neady here enchequer fed ," and then the continuation 
tuns: — 

" With castors doucettes (which powc thay 
Ktt cfi themsdues, to scape away) 
Browne toade-stones, ferrettes eyes, the {^mm " : 

L 51, " Hand enchasing here those wartes " for " With 
hand enchasing here those warts": L 55, 'dye' badly for 
'shie': L 61, 'richly' for 'neatly': L 64, 'rDche'ibr'fish': 
L 69, ' caue ' for ■ roome ' : L 70, " Can gett reflection 

from their jemmes " for "Can make reflected" : 

L 73, ' Candlfrtnasse * for ' taper-li^t ' : t. 80, ' con- 
oenient ' for ' obedient ' : L 84, ' whita ' for ' luckie ' : 
L 88, ' spungie ' for ' spungeJike ' : L 98, " Wee call 
die files (rf* maydervJieades ' iai " Broke at the losse of 
maiden-heads " : L 99, ' soft ' for ' pure ' : L 100, 
'Which* for 'Dropt': L loi, 'are shed iriien ' for 
' when panting ' : L iis, 'yeame' for 'flax.' 

The next ' Faiiy ' poem is " Kinge Oberon's Feast," 
from Ashmole MS. 38, p. 100, Ait. 117. As in the 
fonner, the MS. omits the opening^ (U. 1-6) and be^ns 



I 
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" A little mushromp table spread 
After the dance " ; — 



" A little mushroome table sfwed. 
After short prayers " : — 



" A yeallowe oorne of heckey wheats 
With some small sandye greets; toeate" 



" A moon-pardit grain of purest wheat 
With some small glitt'ring gritt, to eate " : 

L S, "Wee daie not thiiike" for "We must not think": 
L lo, " His fier, the pittering grasshopper " for " His 
spleen, the chining grasshopper " : 1. 1 1, ' piussing ' for 
'puling.' Aft^L la comes an omitted couplet: 

" The humming dor, the dyinge swann. 
And ea£h a choyse musiUan " : 

L 16, 'besireeted' for ' besweetned ' : U. ai-2: 
" but with a little 



Neate c<de alaye of cvckoes spittle" 
for "Of that ¥re call " : L 25-8 >— 



" but hee not spares 

To feed vppon the candide hayres 
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Of a diyed canker, with a sagg 

And well bee-^trutted bee's sweet bagg " 



" but then forthwith 



He ventures boldly on the pith 

Of sugred rush, and eates the sagge," &c> 

L 29, " Shocking " for " Gladding." Then come these 
five lines that are in part insetted a little onward in 
He^tridts! — 

"A {Hckled magget and a diye 
Hipp, with a red-cappt wornie that's shutt 
Within the carcasse of a nutt, 
Browne aa.his tooth : and with the fatt 
And wdl broyl'd inch-pin of a batt" : 

n. 33-3 lead 

" A bkiBted eare-wigg, with the pythe 
Of sugred rush, be gladds hym irith " 

for 
" A Uoated earewig, and a flie J 
Wth the rad-capt wonne,'* ia., 

and then follow these lines (in the MS) : — 
" But roost of all the glow-wonne*s fier 
(As much bewitching his desire 
To knowe tus queene) inust with the fair 
Fetcht binding ieli^ of a starr, 
The silke wormea seed " 
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L 4>, 'fhiittfiiU' -for 'flattering' — tbe latter used re- 
peatedly by Herridc (in III. " Golden Apples ") ; I 45, 
'a dajray challice ' for ' a dunty daizie.' This Poem 
tq>peared originally in a small volume more than once 
mentioned by us, viz., " A Description of the King and 
Queene of Fayries," &c (1635) ; end this probably was 
Hefrick's first printed production. The fint form was 
very imperfect, and I deem it eqiedient to reprint it 
here literatim (or comparison — as thus : — 

"A Detcriftum ^hit Dytt. 
Now they the Elves within a trice, 
PFepaHd a feast lewe great than nice. 
Where you may imagine first. 
The Elves prepare to quench his [hirst. 
In pure seed Pearle of Infant dew 
Brought and sweetned mth a blew 
And pregnant Violet { whidi done 
His killing eies begin to runne 
Quite ore the table, iriiere he spyes 
The homes of water'd Butter-flies. 
Of whidi he eats, but with a little 
Neat coole allay dL Cuckowe sfuttle. 
Next diis the red cap worme thals ^ut 
Within the concave of a nut. 
Motes eyes he tastes, then Adders eares 1 
To these for sauce the slaine stJigges teares, 
A bleated carawig^ and the pith 
Of sugred rush he glads him «rilh. 
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Then he takes a litde Modw, 

Late fatted in a scariet doth, 

A Sfnnners ham, the beards of mice. 

Nits carbonado'd, a device 

Bdore unknowne ; the blood of fleas 

Which gave his Elveships stomacke ease. 

The unctuous dew tops of a. Snaile, 

The broke heart <i a Nightingale, 

Orecome in musidce, with the sagge 

And well bet trotted Bees sweet bag^. 

Conserves cf Atomes, and the mites. 

The silke wormes qieroie, and the delights 

Of all that ever yet hath blest 

Fayrie land : to ends his feast." 

If it were needful it would not be difficult to extend 
these various readings from other MSS., public and pri- 
me: A numba have been kindly sent to me and 
otherwise pcnnted out ; but enotigh have been adduced 
to convince that, in common with the greatest and most 
qiontaneous of our Poets, Heirick worked with a fine 
artistic patience and genuine concentration and con- 
seciation on bis Verse. What is accidentally revealed 
in those thus minutely examined and reported on by 
us, warrants the condusion that thus waa it throughout 
The student of our language and literature will be 
thankful for this additional evidence of highest art in 
combination with highest genius (of its kind), and will 
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<I hope) be bdped to discem with wliftt admintle in- 
sist and ear our Poet changed and omitted. To him 
equalfy with Ben Jonson may be ^>plied William 
Cartwri^f s inesdmable praise : — 

"Where are they now that cry thy Lamp did drink 
More Oyi than tfa' Author Wine, while he did think ? 
We do embrace thdr slander; thou hast writ 
Not (or Dispaldi but Fame; t¥3 Market Witj 
*Twas not thy Care that it might pass and sd 
But that it might endure, and be done well ; 
Nor wouldst thou venture it unto the Ear 
Until the I^ would not make smooth, but wear." 

(Poems, as before, p. 314.) 

That Herrick did lue the ' File ' cunningly and 
patiendy is eveiywfaere apparent ; and in anticipation 
of appaienUy an early death and before he should be 
' in print ' be appealed to Julia ; — 

"Julia, if I chance to die 
Ere I print my poetry, 
I most humbly thee desire 
To cximmit it to the fire *. 
Bttttr 'tvxre mj Boot were dead 
Thai to Ihit not perfected." (Vd. I. p. 35.) 
and elsewhere : 

" ParctU-giU Poetry. 
Lei's strive to be trb best ; the Gods, we know it. 
Pillars and men, hate an indifferent poet." 

(Vol. 111. p. 46.) 
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IIL What the Book tdis of the MmandhiirelatioH 
to hU tima. — ^Tlie merest ^uice over the mamfold 
headings of the Poems, longer and shoiter, of Ifetpmda 
and Xbite Numien, rereals that Herrick was not at all 
reluctant to tdl the woild of himaelt Even in cases 
wherein he roi^t have concealed his own personality 
he prefers revelation of it to concealment, silvein 
q)eech to golden silence — *#, in " Wifs Recreations" 
certain quaint lines had been inscribed " Of an old 
batchelor," but when they were transferred to Haperida 
he bravely substitutes " Upon Himself " (Vol I, 
p. 170); and so, too, with "Cherry Pit" in "Wit's 
Recreations " indirect, while in /fo^^ru&f direct "Julia 
and I."^ This is tjrpicaL If it were harsh to allege 
that he " wore his heart upon his sleeve for d^ws to 
peck at," one must recognize a frank volubility and a 
fearless confidentialness about Robert Heirick by 
Robert Henick, that are extremely noticeable. No 
m<ne than Cromwell does he seek to tone down either 
the coppeiy hue of that feature which was so prominent 

' I rcfET btn sinqilj 10 ihe diangc n " Julia and L" Of courae 
it M dou- he bad ocber motivn for die alleradoa, eg. tat fint 
Ibnn shorn be wrote for the sake of ttw equivoque, and then he 
akend h for the rake of txtter efiect. The equiToqoc and meaning- 
CMifcjEil in his equivoque was also too ^nws for him to speak ii 
leallr as of himstlf. 
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, or to remove his wiits. This suggests 
another element — ^his fundamental Uuthfiilness. It is 
not simply that there ia realism of deBcrq>tion and otter 
nalcedness of discovery, but that, irtiether grave or gay, 
yon have a sense of absolute int^ty of confession and 
profession. Both may mainly relate to moods and 
swiA-coming and as swift-going thou^t and emotitm ; 
but then it is so because the man was a phenomenal 
man, a man of sudden moods, as changeful and as un- 
expected as the patterns made by a kaleidoscope^ For- 
sooth there is often and often the same wonder over 
the verse-record, touched with imaginative splendours, 
as over the strange be^ity shapened and coloured 
therein out of bits of broken glass and other valueless 
scraps. You turn to a poem headed " Of Himself" 
and lo I the starting-point is a mere nothing, but before 
the dose you are startled with somettiing that lifte you 
up and ennobles the common'place. To take a repre- 
sentative example. — Like Thomas Randolph, he had 
lost a linger, and so he must ' sing ' of the loss — not fw 
J^Me Numiers, but for He^erides — and here is the 
result, one which the Reader might do worse than 
meditate on a little : — 

" Vfen the toot <tf his Finger. 

One of the five straight branches of my hand 

I s lopt already ; and the rest but stand 
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Expecting wfaen to fall : whidi soon will be) 
First dyn the Leafe, the Bough neit, next the Tree." 
(Vol. II. p. 170.) 

Compare this with the volatile Randolph's apostrc^he 
to his finger lost in a scuffle : — 

- " deare finger, though thou be 



Cut from those muscles govem'd thee. 

And had thy motion at command j 

Yet still as in a matgent stand 

To point my thoughts to fix upon 

The hope of Resurrection : 

And since Ukw canst no finger be. 

Be a death's-head to humble me, 

"nil death doth threat her sting in vain. 

And we in heaven shake hands again." 

(Poems; 165! pp. HI-3.) 

How much tiuer and simpler and right fixim the 
heart is the pathos of Heiridc over against the mere 
' trick ' of Randol[^ One accepts as real the one : 
as in reading Ais George Hert>eit-like " Necessar; 
Obsovationa," the tongue in cheek is inevitably called 
up in tlie other. I say thia as judging by the ultimate 
impression left on the student of Heirick and of ilati 
Randolph. Herrick ' convinces ' you of his truthful- 
ness, irtiether he aspire or groveL It were easy to 
multiply similar engiandeuring and entendering of veiy 
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adinaiy dungs; bat all atong I wish nuher to lead the 
way than to exhaust those characteristics that have 
suggested themselves tome: 

Sprii^png out of these unlocked foi touches of giavi^ 
and art of the Poet as distinguished from the mere 
tl^iiMt, is another element still more largely present 
. in Mtipaida and Noble Numitn when you are vigi- 
lant in looking fw it I refer to an unlifted shadow of 
melancholy that must have lain broad and black over 
HeiridL Joyousness is not at all in contiadictioQ with 
this, any more than is the shadow with the real bright- 
ness fA the light whose shadow it is. Your ' meny ' 
nature — meny toward others, throu^ keen self-repres- 
uon and self-denial — has often a daik thread inter- 
woven in it I find this melancholy (the ' Melan- 
cholia' of Robert Burton) in the perpetually-recurring 
Uiouf^t of death in the Poetry of Henick. The inter- 
mixture of the Poems — before accounted for — is apt to 
hide this \ but when jrou read pencil in hand, you are 
struck with the fasfinnring frequency of allusion to ' the 
end ' of all ; your ear, once open, catches tones and 
semi-tones of an urmtoving sense of mortality and un- 
certunty ; you see the gleam of tears in the very sun- 
beams of laughter. His " Gather ye rosebuds " is only 
a lighter setting to music of an habinud thought in this 
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SO Uitbe and whote-heaited Singer. This is the mtce 
lemai^able as a lecollection oi the &cts of his Life 
(L Bic^i^ihical) malces it ceitain that tiie largest 
prafKHtion of his Poems must have been written when 
he was conqniatiTely young. Nevertheless, his ' gray 
bails' and death come in with a peculiar iteration among 
the earliest' As we have already seen, the very remaifc- 
able Lines from the Ashmolean M& entitled "Vpon 
Farting'' ("Golden Aj^les," VoL III. p. 109) mark his 
disentanglement bom all his " Mistresses " (in the 
poetic, and only subsidiarily actual sense of 'sweet- 
hearts') on his assuming 'holy orders.' The other poem, 
" The Farewell vnto Poetrie " {Ibid pp. 101-6), is 
kiitdredly serious. About to be made ' priest,' be 
meatts to do his duty. Now all this was in or before 
1639, when he was ' ordained ' and installed as Vicar 
of Dean Prior. By 1629, consequently, or in his 38th 
year, bis ' Antheas,' and ' Perillas,' and 'Julias,' and 

* Heirick's mdancboly and thong^ti of death an abiding', not 
(tanneiu, modi less mere phiaaes. An unpublished a.nt02iuph 
note of Voltaire to Loid Cfaelteifield give* an «xamplc of the mere 
jeadng-pbiue lefcimce Ki deadi — as fblknre : — 

" Si je ne Mia pas men, je Serai a vos oidres, >i jc miis mon, je 
mm en demandc pardoD d'avance. V." 

Comie Oiesteifield ; 1771 or 1773: MSS. at Bretby Park. 



oyGoogle 



cl«ii. MBMORtAI^lSTRODUCTIOS. 

' Silvtaa,' and all th« bevy of Ikir girla and women wen 
of die Past — e&ilier in hia ' wild, unhallowed ' youth- 
hood and Uter after leaving the Universi^ and being 
resident in town, prior to ordination, and when be was 
of the 'Sun,'and the 'Dog,' and the 'Triple Tun,' 
and other great gatheringa, aodal and literary ; and 
yet it is in these reUtively eariy poems the deepest 
and saddest notes are found. Let us glance over the 
Book to bri^y indioUe ^ itaUcs) and illustrate this, 
— going from the opening pages onward. Thus " To 
Peiilla " he writes, — the last line (italicized) being veij 
fine is another aspect than lAaX is now being locked 



" Ah, my Perilla I do'st thou grieve to see 
He, day by day, to steale away from thee ? 
Age cals me hence, and my gray kairet tid tome. 
And kaU* aviay to mine eternal home; 
'Tunll not b* long (Perilla) after this. 
That I mutt give thee the sufiremett tiste .- 

DeaJ ivhen I am 

Follow me weeping to my Turfe, and there 
Let fall a Primrose, and with it a teare : 
Then lastly, let some weekly-strewngs be 
E)evoted to the memory erf me ; 
Then shall my Ghost not walk about, but heep 
Still in the coole, and silent shade* qf ileep." 

(Vol. I. pp. M-IS.) 
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A^ain, io his " To Robm Red-t»est " how toacfa- 
ii^ does be go away back as vriieD a little child od 
the child's l^end in all lands of the " Babes in the 
Wood," and seek a friend in the ' house-hold ' bird of 
" the red stomacher " : — 

" To Bobin Bed-hrett. 
Laid out for dead, let thy last kindneae it 
With leaves and mosse-work for to cover me : 
And while the Wood-nimphs my cold corps inter, 
Sng thou my Dirge, sweet-wartiling Chorister 1 
For Epitaph, in Foliage, next write this. 
Here, here the Tomb of Robin Herrick is t " 

(Vol. I. p. 33.) 

Once more, " To Anthea," as to " Ferilla," we 
hare this ; and, as in I. Bic^^r^hical I have re- 
matked, it is surely veiy dear that under these bnciAil 
names a real love-story of his youth is concealed, 
making us think ofhis bacheloriiood as constrained by 
some disappointment in a fiist love : — 

•'To Anthea. 
JV«U' i* the time, ■when all the lighlt vjux dim i 
And thou (Anthea) must nathdrawjrom him 

Who iva* thy semant. Dearest, iury me 

Under that Holy-oke, or Go*ptl-tree .■ 

Where (though thou te^st ntn) thou may' ft think uftm 

Me, tiben Uion yeeriy go'it Procesnon ; 
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Or, for mine honour, lay me m thai Tombe 
In which thy taered Rdiqitet thall have roomt. 
For my Embalming (Sweetest) there will be 
No Spices wanting, when I'm laid by thee." 

(Vol.1, p. 34-) 

Yet again, how unforced, how inevitable, how acrft 
and tender ia his : — 

" Divmatiom if a Duffadill. 
When a DafiadiD I see. 
Hanging down his head t'wards me; 
Guesae I ntay, what I must be : 
First, I shall decline my headi 
Secondly, I shall be dead ; 
Lasdy, safely buryM. (Vol. I. p. 64.) 

Tenderer still is this : — 

" Ufo* his efc-dghi /aiUng Urn. 
I b^nne to waine in ffghtt 
Shortly I shall bid goodnight : 
Then no gazing more about. 
When the Tapers once are out." 

(Vol. II. p. 131.) 

Even when he is wearing, if not motley, at least the 
vine-wreath of Anacreon or the violets of Catullus, he 
senu-uncoBsdottsly deepens his laiQeiy of " The cruell 
maid ** into pa s sio n a t e entiea^, as thus t— 
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— " PU trouble jou no mort ; ha got 
Uf viay, v/htrejHm thall never ktiout 
What it ieetrme of me i there I 
WIU find me Ota a fath to die ; 
Or leame some way how to forget 
Vou, and your name, for ever " : 

and again: 

"yet this thing doe, 

Thta my last Vovi tammendt to joh : 

When yarn thall tee that I am dead, 

Porfitty let a teare be thed; 

And (with your Mande o're me cast) 

Give my told lift a iitte at Iqtf : 

If twice you kisse, you need not feare. 

That I shall sdr, or live roore here." 

(Vol. I. pp, 103-104.) 

Still more inteipenetrated and penetratively, is 

"The Olive Branch. 
Sadiy I v/alk't tvithin the field. 
To tee Tuhat comfort it vufdyeeldi 
And ai I werU my private xuay. 
An OUve-brandi before me lay : 
And seeing it, I made a stay. 
And took it up, and view'd it; then 
Kissing the Omen, said Amen ; 
Be, be it so, and let this be 
A Divination unto me : 
That in thort time my wnv thaU ceate; 
And Love shall erovm my End ivitk Peaee." 

(Vol. I. pp. 126-7.) 
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Veiy striking u the making in of binudf and his antici- 
pated eariy death in the else gaji ladier than somlne 
" Meditation for his Misbresse." He has likened her 
to ' Tulip,' and ' Juljr-flower,' and ' Rose,' and ' &ire-set 
Vin^' and ' Balme,* and ' dainty Violet ' ! Then, like 
one of Mozaif s nuurellous notes in his Chonises, tbete 
is this dose: 

" You are the Queen all flowers among. 
But die you must (faire Maide) ere long, 
Ai He, the mater of tUs Song." (Vol. I. p. 153.) 

Similaily in " The Changes. To Corinna " — 

" Time, ere long, will come and plow 
Loath^ FuiTowes in your brow : 
And the dimnesse of your eye 
Wll no other thing imply. 

But you must die 

Al -well at I." (Vol. I. p. 169.) 

These will suffice to satisfy the Reader that not only 
was there beneath Hemck's moods of mirth and boist- 
erousness an abiding element of melancholy, but besides, 
a deeftei vein of thinking and filling than is commonly 
suspected. This leads me to speak of another element 
in the make of the man that demands statement and 
innstrace, seeing that inattention to it does him no ordi- 
nary injustice — his love <^ countiy, his Shakespeare-like 
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IHOudness of being an FjiglithmaTi. This comes out 
very delightfully in the fhhiess and fine aedulity of his 
cel^iration of En^ish ways and habits, and even 
supetstidons. For where will you find such pictures 
(rf England's flowers and herbage, the freshness and 
bc^tness of her sunshine, and rains, and dews, the 
fragrance of her blossoms, and buds, and lea^^, and 
fruits; the delidousDess of hei bird-filled woodland 
and lanes, and twilif^ts, the daintiness of her Christ^ 
mas, and other home and harrest ordinances and cus- 
toms, as Hock-cait, May-pole Monis Hanry^ Wake, 
Quintell, Trentall, Twelflh Nif^t, the heartiness Mid 
opulence of her firesides, gentle and simple, the exquisite- 
oesG and delicate fancies of her 'Faiiy' lore, the peerless 
lovdiness of her ' fair women,' and the imperial brains of 
her * brave men,' the thorough gladness of the brown 
lads and niddy lasses in the comely countiy round, or 
quaffing their nut-brown ale. So that bis own ^peal 
and request when he would have his vorses read must 
be remembered by those who would diink ui theii 
finest inspiration — as thus : — 

** In sober mornings, doe not thou reberse 
The holy incantation.'of a verse ; 
But when that men have both well drunke, and fedr 
Let my Enchantments then be sung, or read. 
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Whtn Laurell tpiru *itk' firt, and what tie HeartA 
Smilea to k telfi, and gaiUt tkt roqfif tvith mirtk 1 
When up the Tfyne is rais'd, and when the sound 
Of sacred OrgUs flycs, A round, A round ; 
When the So*e raignet, and lock* nnth ointments sUme, 
I^ rigid Colo read tkt*e Linew of mine." 

(Vd. I.pp.II-13.) 

But if moK occult not a wbit less pervading is the 
fUTther evidence that Henick, more than most of his 
contemporaries, felt keenly all through Ae tragedy of 
tiie Civil War, the vastness c^ the issues and the moum- 
fiilness of the conflict When — as with his melancholy 
— you study Hesperidet and NcbU Numben with this in 
mind, you are suipiised and touched by the depth 
and strength of emotion as he writes of the men and 
the events (^ his ag& In I. Kographical, I have 
stated that he was a Royalist, and 'loyal' to die 
King as i^inst the Kingdom. In his case, as in many 
others, I have recc^ised the chivalry of his loyalty. 
If I must side with Cromwell not Chailes, or with the 
Nation and not the Court, I none the less honour such 
as sacrificed everything in fealfy to their convictions 
and principles. But underiying Herrick's RoyaUsm and 
loyalty, there was open-eyed and sad^earted insist 
into the high-handed procedure of his sovereign and 
his advisers, and a yearning for a way of esa4>e and 
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lecondliatioo. To those conseqaentiy who have turned 
to Hisperidts as a mere Garden of Flowers, and Fruit, 
and Krds, and mral sights and fragiandes, and cx>lours, 
and sounds, it is necessary to assert that his Poems, when 
adequately studied, give us unmistakable evidence that 
in bim all the li^ts and shadows, the successes and 
disasttis, the angen and estrangements, the wisdom 
and unwisdom of thick-coming occuirences were re- 
flected. The evidence here is so miiveisal that I must 
content myself with typical examples. At a chance 
'opening of his Book take this to begin with : — 

To hU Friend on th* uniunablt Time*. 
" Play I co'd once ; but (gende friend) you see 
My Harp hung up, here on the Willow tree. 
Sing 1 co'd once ; and bravely too enspire, 
(With luscious Numbers) my melodious Lyre. 
Draw 1 co'd once (although not stocka or stones, 
Amph ion-like) men made of flesh and bones. 
Whether I we'd ; but (ah I] Iknownothow, 
I feele in me, this transmutation now. 
Gride, (my deare friend) has first my Harp unstrung; 
Wither'd my hand, and palsie-struck my tongue." 

(Vol. 1. p. 146.) 
Again:— 

On Hinaelje. 

" Aske me, why I do not sing 

To the tension of the string. 
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As I did, not long ago^ 
When my numbers fall did flow i 
Griefe (ay me t) hath struck my Lute, 
And my tongue at one time mute." 

(Vol. 11. pp. 45-6-) 
Once mote: — 

Tht Poet hath (oil hit fife. 
" I cannot pipe as I was wont to do. 
Broke is my Reed, hoarae is my sii^ng too ; 
My wearied Oat He hang upon the Tree, 
And give it to the Silvan deitie." (Vd. II. p. 171.) 



Agiua>- 



Hit mth to frroaae. 
" Give me a Cell 
To dwdl. 
Where no foot hath 

Apath; 
There will I spend. 

And end 

My weariedyeares 

In ttartt." 



A^un:— 



Hit AntVJtr to a friend. 
" You aske me what I doe, and how I live t 
And (Noble friend) this answer I must give ; 
Drooping, I draw on to the vaults of death, 
O'lc which you'1 walk, when I am laid beneath." 
(Vd. III. pp. 50-51) 
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Ftuther:— 

Hia thange, 
" My many cares and much distress. 
Has made me like a wilderness : 
Or (discompos'd) I'm like a rude. 
And all-confasM multitude ; 
Out of my cocndy manners womej 
And as in meanes, in minde all torne." 

(Vol. III. p. SI.) 

There are many such personal plaints ; bat thoe are 
more than these. His e^ressly 'royal' poems diiectly 
addressed to the King and his followers were natural 
fWQi'gh fiiom him. Their ' loyalty' lies on the surface. 
It needs not that I should qnote from them. But with 
■Q his 'royalistn' and 'loyalty,' how deep was his 
Umentati<m over kin^y and courtly vengeances, and 
bow boining his shame over incompetence among 
hig^Hwhiaeis. Take this : — 

Clemeney. 
" For pnnidiment in warre, it ml) suBice, 
If the chiefe author of the faction dyes i 
Let but few smart, Init strike a feare through all : 
Where the fault springs, there let the jut^^ement faH." 

(Vol. II. p. 47) 

So, too, in his " Pitie to the Prostrate " . — 
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" 'Tls worse then barbarous cruelty to show 
No part of {ntie on a conquer'd foe." 

(Vol. n. p. 163.) 

This latter may have been a groan for Ae beaten King 
— and this also : — 

Change eommoH to alt. 
" All thingfs subjected are to Fate ; 
Whom this Mome sees most fortunate. 
The Ev'ning sees in poor estate." 

(Vol. II. p. 179) 

How pathetic his verses to Widcs : — 

"Wave seen the past-best Times, and these 
Will ner« return." (Vol. II. p. 48.) 

Similaiiy, in his " Fatting Verse" ; — 

"As for mysdf, since time a thousand cares 
And griefs hath fil'de upon my silver hairs." 

(Vol. 11. p. 61.) 

Again, in his "Lach)im»,orMiithtum'dtoMoumiiig'': 

" Call me no more. 

As heretofore. 

The musick at a Feast ; 

Since now (alas) 

The mirth diat was 

In me, is dead or ceast." (Vol. II. p. 67.) 
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Odcc moK, " To his Booke " ; — 

" He's greedie of his life, who will not fall, 
Whenas a publick mine bears dawn All." 

(Vrf. II. p. 87.) 

So in his " Pastorall sung to the King " : 

" Bad are the times. And wore then they are we : 
Troth, bad are both ; worse fruit, and ill the tree." 



" The shades grow great j but greater grows our sorrow, 
But lets go steepe 
Our eyes in sleepe; 
And meet to weepe 

To morrow." (Vol. II. pp. 93-96> 

He could see the evil of ' royal ' favouritism to the un- 
worthy, as thus : — 

PoltUit in Princet, 
" That Princes may possesse a surer seat, 
'TIS fit they make no One with them too great." 
(Vol. 11. p. 101.) 

I think this must refer to Edgehill : — 
Hatte kurt/ull. 
" Haste is unhappy ; what we rashly da 
Is both unlucfcie ; I, and foolish too. 
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Where War with rashiMsse is atterapted, there 
The soldiers leave the Field with equall feare." 

(Vol. 11. p. 279.) 

There returns his own personal grid" : — 



" 1 cannot suffer ; and in this, my part 
Of Patience wants. Grief breaks the stoutest Heart." 
{Vol.11, p. III.) 

Here is the cry of a pathetic heart pierced to the cote : — 

Upmi Ike troHiUsome tamet. 

"OI Tlniea most bad. 

Without the scope 

Of hope 

Of better to be had I 

Where shall I goe. 
Or whither run 
To shun 
This publique oveflhrow f 

No places are 
(This I am sure) 

In this our wasting Warre. 

Some storms w'ave past ; 
Yet we must all 
Etownfall, 
And perish at the last." 

(Vol. II. pp. 183-4) 
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It was a "'i«»"H"g of the ooming down of a palace- 
ceQing (so to say) for tiie ruin of the ever-enduring 
dome of the sky (wbea ^ ma only beclouded) ; none 
the less real were the pain and the trial How curiously 
intetouxed is his " Bad season nukes the Foet sad," as 
thns:— 

" Dull to my lelfe, and almost dead to these 
My many fresh and fragrant Mistresses ; 
Lost to all Musick now ; «nce every thing 
Puts on the semblance here of sorrowing. 
Side is the Land to'th' heart; and doth endure 
More dangerous faintings by her desp'rate cure. 
But if that golden Age we'd come again. 
And Charles here Rule, as he bdbre did Raign ; 
If smooth and unperpleat the Seasons were. 
As when the Svueet Maria livM here : 
1 sho'd delight to have my CuHes halfe drown'd 
In "JSfriaa Deatet, and Head with Roses crown'd. 
And once more yet (ere I am laid out dead) 
Knock at a Starre with my exalted Head." 

(Vol. II. pp. 187-8.) 

As shewn by the abscDce of the Queen, these hnes must 
have been written after July, 1644. The &cts give a 
keener edge to the couplet entitled " Love ' : — 

" This Axiom I have often heard, 
Kingi might to bt more lot/d th^n fear'd." 

(Vol. II. p. 330.) 
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and again: — 

Trueiitfety. 
" *Tis not the Walk, or purple that defends 
A Prince (rom Foes ; but 'ds his Fort of Friends." 
(Vol. If. p. 237) 
and once more : — 

CUmeruy in Kings. 
" Kings must not only cherish up the good, 
But must be niggards of the meanest iloud." 

{Vol. II. p. a«.) 

and yet again, very ftrticulately : — 

Moderatiffn. 
" In things a moderation keepe. 
Kings aught to sheare, not skin their sheefie." 

(Vol. U. p. 267.) 
Further: — 

Bad Princes pUl their People. 
" Uke those infemall Deities which eate 
The best of all the sacrificed meatej 
And leave their servants, but the smoak & sweat : 
So many Kings, and Primates too there are. 
Who claim the Fat, and Reshie for their share. 
And leave their subjects but the starvM ware." 

(Vol. II. p. 384.) 

'Primates' is peculiarly significant — Laud being in- 
tended, doubtless. Again : — 
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Eingi and Tyrants. 
" Twixt Kings & Tyrants there's this difference known, 
Kingt seek tAeir Subjecti' good : Tyratits their oume." 
(Vol. II. p. 996.) 

Again, indignaiit ova the shorn ears and slit nostrils of 
Prynne, and Burton, and Bastwicke, and niiich we 
have Dean Hook tellii^ us to^y Laud did not 
saoctioa — ** except perhaps by his vote" ! ! I — is this : — 

Cruelty. 
" Tig but a dc^-like madnesse in bad Kings, 
For to delight in wounds and murderings. 
As some plants prosper best by cuts and blow«s ; 
So Kings by kilting doe encrease their foes." 

(V<J. 111. p. 18.) 
Oncemwe: — 

Patience in Princes. 
" Kings must not use the Axe For each oSenoe : 
Princes cure some faults by their patience." 

(Vol. III. p. 46.) 
Sgnificant is this : — 

Bmmfles, or like Prince, like people. 
" Examples lead us, and wee likely see. 
Such as the Prince is, will his People be." 

(Vol. II. p. 256.) 

Further, boldly, and yet with a sad peosiveoess : — 
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" We two (as Reliqucs Itft) will have 
One Rest, one Grave. 
And, hugging dose, we will not leare 

Lust entring here : 
Where all Deures are dead, or cold 

As is the mould ; 
And all Affections are forgot. 

Or Trouble not. 
Her^ here the Saves and Pris'ners be 

From Shackles free : 
And Weeping Widowes long opprest 

Doe here find rest. 
The wrongid Qient ends his Lawes 

Here, and his Cause. 
Here those long siuts of Chancery lie 

Quiet, or die ; 
And all Star-Chamber-Bils doe cease. 

Or hold their peace. 
Here needs no Court for our Request, 

Where all are best ; 
All wisej allequall; and all just 

Alike i'th' dust. 
Nor need we here to feare the frowne 

Of Court, or Crown. 
Wktre Fortune hean w> iwaj <fre tAingi, 

Thtre all are Kmgt." (Vol. II. p. 147.) 
Again ^— 

Gaiilenetie. 
"That Prince must govern with a gentle hand. 
Who will have love comply with his command." 

(Vd. III. p. 68.) 
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Pinally, I know notliiiig more afiecdtig than his addiess 
"TobisaagrieGo(l,''with himself wounded in and out, 
and hii oudook ominous and spectral : — 

" Through all the night 

Thou dost me fright. 
And hdd'st mine eyes from sleeping; 

And day, by day. 

My Cup can say. 
My wine ia mixt with weeping. 

Thou dost my bread 

With ashes knead. 
Each evening and each morrow : 

Mine eye and eare 

Do see, and heare 
The coming in of sorrow. 

Thy scourge of stede, 

(Ay me I) 1 f eele. 
Upon me beating ever : 

While my sick heart 

With dismall smart 
Is disacquainted never. 

Long, kmg, I'm sure, 

Ttus can't endure ; 
But in short lime 'twill please Thee, 

My gentle God, 

To bum the rod. 
Or strike so as to ease. me." (Vol. III. p. 141.) 

I venture to assume that now it has been made good 
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that Herrick was no heathen Anacreon or CatuUus 
'singing' jocundl)' his own mirthfiihiess, and singing 
heedless of the w^Vf ongoings that contemporBneousl]r 
through long yeais reverberated over the land I 
therefore quote, if in sorrow and wonder, yet also 
thankfiiUy — because it puts effectively a long-prevalent 
misunderstanding and misconception of our Poet — 
from Mr. Edmund W. Gosse's paper in Comhili 
(August, 1875). "This period was one of great lyrical 
ability ; the drama was declining under Massinger [?] 
and Shirley, and all the young generation of poets, 
brought up at the feet of Jonson and Fletcher, were 
much more cajjable of writing songs than plays, la- 
deed no one can at this time determine what degree of 
technical perfection Ekiglish literatiue might not have 
attained if the RoyaUst lyrists had been allowed to 
sun themselves unmolested about the fountains of 
Whitehall, and, untroubled by the grave question of 
national weliare, had been able to give their whole at- 
tention to the polishing of their verses. In &ct, how- 
ever, it will be noticed that only one of the whole 
school was undisturbed by the political crisis. The 
weaker ones, like Lovelace, were completely broken by 
it ; the stronger, like Suckling, threw themselves into 
public affairs with a zeal and intensity that supplied 
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the place of the artificial o ci te me nt ot poetiy so com- 
pletely as to put a stop to their writing altc^^er. 
Herrick alme, with uniashionable serenity, continued 
to pipe ont his pastoral ditties, and crown his head 
with daffodils, when England was torn to pieces with 
the most momentous struggle for h'beitjr that her amials 
can present To the poetic student he is, therefore, of 
special interest, as a genuine specimen of an artist, 
pure and simple; Herrick brought out the Haperida 
a few weeks before the King was beheaded, and people 
were invited to listen to little madrigals upon Julia's 
stomacher at the singularly inopportune moment when 
the ejGS of the whole nation were bent on the unprece- 
dented phenomenon of the proclamation of an En^h 
republic To find a parallel to such unconsciousness 
we must come down to our own dme, and recollect 
that The<^hile Gautier took occasion of the sl^e of 
Fans to revise and republish Emaux et Cam^ " (pp. 
176-7). I feel sure that no one will be more eager 
than Mr. Gosse to recall his hard and utt^'ly erroneous 
judgment of Heirick. I must iterate and re-iterate, 
that in no contemporary do you find such multiplied, 
poignant, over-mastering, and nevertheless unclamoroos 
' consciousness ' of these ' troublous times.' The imagi- 
nary coincidence of the publication of Haperida with 
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the beheading of the King is siagulariy unfortiuute. 
The title-page of Mtile Numbers is 1647, aiid that of 
Htsperidts 1648. The Book came out vxAj in 164S. 
The King was beheaded Januaty 30th, 1649. Equally 
mistaken is the notion that " the little madrigals upon 
Julia's stomacher" and the like belong to the period of 
dte nation's tliroes for liberfy. They were certainly of 
his earUest, many probably of 1610-12, and assuredly 
an, or nearly all, prior to 1639 ; or well-oi^, even in 
, the latter, a good quarter of a century before the Civil 
War and its mournful strife and dolour. I would re- 
call that even his ' flower ' verses were all early ; for 
thus "To Flowers " docs he ' sing ' : — 

" In time qf Itfe, I grac't ye with my Verse." 

(Vol. I. p. 57.) 

and when he thinks of his impoishable Lyrics, be 



" Bffifre I went 

To banishment 

Into the loathid West ; 

I co'd rehearse 

A Lyrick verse. 

And speak it with the best." 

(Vd. 11. p. 67-8.) 
that is before 1629. 
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Going on from hb andoubted patriotisn), I wish to 
put stress <mi this dung of the chronology of the Poems 
of Henick, for another reason. There no doubt still 
remuns in the Ep^rams, inexplicable contradiction to 
NobU /iTumien, and to much of deepest and greatest 
in Haperidei. There must have been a streak of 
animalism to the last in him as in Rabelais, and Swif^ 
and Steme; for I dare not conceal, if I might, his 
ptntraita of parishioners, and loathsome alluaons to 
corns, and toes, and nreat, and stinks, and " nw eyes," 
and " gum of the eyes," and " running ears," such as 
a Satyr given pen and ink mi^t have written. But it 
does lift off a wei^t of blame and incongnii^ to keq> 
bst hold of the simple matter-of-fact that his love- 
lays, and endless flaming after ' Mistresses,' and riot 
of self-indulgence in sack, and ' winking wine,' and such 
hilariousoess and abandon as are not for an instant to 
be asBOcdated with a clergyman, wzrx aix the pxo- 

DUCT OF HIS * LAY ' YEARS, AND SOCIAL UEETINGS WITH 

JONSOH AND HIS COHPEERS. I would re-affirm that 
** Robert Henick, Esq." on his title-page was intended, 
as it was fitted, to disassociate his Poems — as a whole 
— from his ' clerical ' years. It was long before even 
1639 he sang: — 
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" I feare no Earthly Powers, 
But care (or crowns of flowers ; 
And love to have my Beard 
With Wine and Oil besmear*d. 
This d^ lie drowne alt sorrow ; 
Who knowes to live to-moraow i " 

(Vol. 1. p. III.) 

Here spoke the young man 'about town,' with his 
bones full of marrow, and his blood of fire, and his 
entire temperament pleasure-loving and sensuous. I 
quote again fh>m Mr. Gosse that again the reader may 
be forewarned and forearmed agmst his further Amda- 
mental misconception of Herrick, through forgetfiilness 
diat the one set or class of Poems was simdered by a 
quarter-of-a-century at least from the other. Not in 
his " dreaiy Devonshire vicarage," but when his ' fine 
frenzy' was kindled by the guests of "The Dog," 
and "The Sun," and "The Triple Tun," was he 
so 'outspoken' in his " half-dassiod dreams about 
Favonius and Iris, and in flowery mazes of sweet 
thoughts about fair, half-imaginary women." With 
diese preliminaiy words, here is our further quotation, 
after above lines, " I fear no earthly powers " : — 
" This was his philosophy, and it is not to be distio- 
guished from that of Anqcreon or Horaca One 
knows not how the old pagan dared be so outqwken 
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in his dieaiy Devonshire vicarage, with no wild Mends 
to ^g him <m, or to applaud his fine Siaof. His 
^cureanism was plainly a matter of conviction, and 
thou^ he wrote NobU Numbtn, preached seimons, 
and went through all the perfunctory duties of his 
office [Not a shadow of proof of the 'duties of his 
office ' having been ' perfiinctoiy'], it is not in these 
that he lives and has his pleasure, but in balf-dassical 
dreams about Favonius and Iris, and in floweiy 
mazes of sweet thoughts about &ir, half-hnaginaiy 
women. It matters litde to him what divinity he 
woiships, if he may work daffodils into the god's bright 
hair. In one hand he brings a garland of yellow 
flowns for &e amorous head of Bacchus, with the 
odier he decks the oster-cradle of Jesus with roses and 
Lent-Mes. He has no sense of irreverence in this 
rococo devotion. It is die attribute, and not the 
Deity he worships. There is an airy ftivolity, an easy- 
going callousness of soul that makes it impossible for 
bun to feel very deeply " {p. 180). A thousand and a 
diousand times ' Na' My gifted taeoA. is oblivious of 
dates, and imposed on by the intermixture of earlier 
and later, li^t and serious, through the Publishers', 
not the Author's, arrangetnent or disarrangement of 
Heiperides. I am heyimd measure astounded that a 
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cridc of the ealihv and the weight of Mr. Gosse could 
ddiberately write such a paradox of Hetrick, as that 
his was " an easy-going callousness of soul that tri fllr^ 
h impossible for him to feel very deeply " ! Contrari- 
wise, ' callousness ' is the very antipodes of his nature 
in its surcharge of the emotional, and ' depth,' the one 
word to express bis 'feeling,' in what of truest and 
noblest he has given us. I must add that there was 
no simulation, but intense fervour and sincerity in his 
passion at the moment, and for the moment, if it is to 
be conceded that it was also as changeable as Robert 
Bums's in the eighteenth century. Hence, as criticism, 
it is bewilderin^y the reverse of the &ct when Mr. 
Gosse thus further writes : — " There is a total want of 
pasaoQ in hia language about women — the nearest 
approach to it, perhaps, is in the wonderful song ' To 
Anthea,' when tbe laik-like freshness of the ascendii^ 
mdody closely emulates intense emotion — ^with all his 
waimth of fancy and luxurious animalism, he thinlu 
more of the pret^ eccentricities of dress than the 
diarms the garments curtain. He is enraptured with 
the way in which the Countess of Carlisle weais a 
riband of black silk twisted round her arm ; he palpitates 
with pleasure when Mistress Katherine Bradshaw puts a 
crown of laurel on his head, faUing on one knee, we 
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may believe, and clasping bia hands as he receives it 
He sees his loves throu^ die medium of shoe-strings 
and pomander bracelets, and is alive, as no poet has 
been before oi since, to the picturesqueness of dress. 
Everybody knows his exquisite lines about the " tem- 
pestuous petdcoat," and his poems are fiill of litde 
touches no less delicate thui this" (p. iSo). Read 
atm grana salts there is truth in his eye to " the pic- 
turesqueness of dress " ; but a very Uttle study of the 
poems referred to will satisfy that the Wearers, not the 
' dress,' inspired him to sing, and that his bult was not 
lack, but exuberance and wildness of ' pasuon.' 

Within these wider relations of Henick to his times, 
and the insight which they give us into his bearing 
through periods of national peril and sorrow, there was 
his eveiy-day life at Dean Prior. I^ooked at broadly, 
Mr. Gosse has well sketched it for us, as follows : — 
" In many sweet and sincere verses he gives us a char- 
ming picture of the quiet life he led in the Devonshire 
parsonage, that he affected to loathe so much. The 
village had its rural and semi-psgan customs, that 
pleased him thoroughly. He loved to see the brown 
lads and lovely girls, crowned with daffodils and daisies, 
dancing in the summer evenings in a comely country 
rotmd; he delisted in the may-pole, ribanded and 
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garianded like a th3rrsu8, remindiog his florid fancy <rf' 
Bacchus and the garden-god. There were monis- 
dances at Dean Prior, wakes and quintels ; mummers, 
too, at Christmas, and quaint revdlings at Twelfth 
Nig^t, with wassail boiris and nut-faiown mirth; and 
we can imagine with what zeal the good old pagan 
would encourage these rites against the objections of 
any round-head Puritan who might come down with 
his new-£aiigled Methodisdcal notions to trouble the 
sylvan quiet of Dean Friar. For Herrick the dignity 
of episcopal authorship had no charm, and thunders 
of Nonconformity no terror. Busier minds were at 
this moment occupied with Holy Lhrnig and Hafy 
Ikying, and thrilled with the Sermons of Calamy. It is 
delightful to think of Hemck, blissfully unconscious of 
the tumult of tongues and all the windy war, more 
occupied with moiris-dances and barley-breaks than with 
piayer-book or Psalter. The Revolution must indeed 
have come upon him unaware" (p. i8i). Baring Ae 
reference to the illustrious and venerable Calamy, 
whose mattetful sermons had Mr. Gosse read, he 
would have spared his (I fear intended) sneer, and the 
ab«ady pointed out mistake that in his seduaon the 
Vicar was ' unaware ' of the march of events to ' The 
RevolurioQ,' — ^this vivifies to us the long-past ' resi- 
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dence;' I led disposed to acquiesce ia the phrase of 
the " DevoB^ire parsonage, that he afiOed to loath." 
I saapfCt bis objurgations and ' parish ' Ep^rams, 
■KW written during Winter, when the air was chiH, and 
die roads miry, and society gone to town. One 
cannot credit that Poems so infoimed with the breath 
cX the countiy, and so pulsating with love for every- 
thing nual and primitive, were not in^ired by true 
o^oyment It could only have been in a fit of bile, 
or when the old riiyme of ' rainy Devonshire ' was 
being nraDotonously accomplished, that he thus wrote : 

Vfon himteff. 
"Come, leave this loathM Country-life, and dien 
Grow up to be a Roman CUisen. 
Those mites of Time, which yet remain unspent. 
Waste thou in that most Civil) Government. 
Get their comportment, and the Riding Tongue 
Of those mild Men, thou art to live atnoi^ : 
Then bdng seated in that smoother Sphere, 
Decree diy everlasting Tofiki there. =abode 

And to the Farn-htntK nere rOunt at all. 
Though Granges da not love thee, Citiei thali." 

(Vol. n. p. 116.7.)' 



' It msy be nolod here, en paaaM, that in Bandolpfa'B foicK 
poem, " An Ode (d If. Anthonj' StoSind to haitcn him into the 
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Let us read Uie andoot it^me as die key to such 
irate loathing : — 

" The West wind comes and brings us rain, 
The East wind blows it back again ; 
The South wind brings us rainy weather. 
The North wind cold and niin together. 
When the sun in red doth set. 
The next day surely will be wet. 
But if the sun should set in gray 
The next will be a rainy day I 
When buds the ash before the oak. 
Then, diat year, there'll be a soak. 
But should the oak precede the ash. 
Then expect a rainy splash." 

Coontiy " jxm ban the obrene of Ac medaL The opctdng will 
iUaatialBi— 

" Come spnrre awap, 
I have no padence for a longer May ; 

But must go down, 
And leave the changeable noue of this great Town. 
I will the Country ace, 
When all simplicity, 
Ibongb hid in gray, 
Dodi look more gay 
Ulan fopciy in plush and scarlet dad. 

Farewdl you Gt^-wits that aie 
Almost at CiriU-wanc i 
■Tis dme that I grow wise when all the world grow* mad." 
(Poems i6g), pp. 6iA^^ 
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If die ' Western Wind,' like North, and South, and 
East, brought nin, and rain, and lain, it got other 
messages from the Poet too, as thus : — 

" Sweet western wind, whose luck it is, 
(Made rival) irith the aire,) 
To give Perenna's lip a kisse, 
And (an her wanton haire. 
Bring me but one, I'le promise thee. 

Instead of common showers. 
Thy wings shall be embalm'd by me. 
And all beset with flowers." 

(Vol 1. p. 179.) 

Nay, more, his " Noble Numbers " at least were die 
pnsduct of "dull Devonshire"; and so he gratefully 
sums up his " Discontents in Devon " : 

" More discontents I never had. 
Since 1 was born, then here ; 
Where 1 have bee'n, and stilt am sad. 

In this dull Devonshire. 
Yet, justly too, I must confess^ 

I ne'r invented such 
Ennobled numbers for the Presse, 
Then where I loath'd so much." 

(Vol. I. p. 32.) 

Then there is the dtle of his Book, Ht^trida, 
whidi, if with a sly reminder of ' dragons,' also tells of 
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" Golden Apples " from the West There are home- 
Poems, that tranqxiTeiitly assure us of real contentment 
and h^ipiness. It will do us all good to read " His 
Grange, or private wealth," thus : — 

"Though Clock, 
To tell bow night drawes hence, I've none, 

ACock, 
I have, to «ng how day drawes on. 

A maid (my Prrtv) by good luck sent. 

To save 
That little. Fates me gave or tent. 

A Hen 
1 keep, which creeking day by day, 

Tdbwhen 
She goes her kmg wiiite flggA> lay. 

AGoMe 
I have, wfaidi. with a jealous ear^ 

Lets loose 
Her tongue, to tdl what danger's neare. 

I keep (tame) with my morsells fed. 

Whose Dam 
An Oridian left him (lately dead). 

ACat 
I keep, that playes about my House, 

Grown fat. 
With eating many a miching Mouse. 

To these 



oyGoogle 



MEMORIAL-INTRODUCTION. cdii. 

A l^agf 1 do keep, wherdy 
I please 

The more my rural] privade : 
Whidtare 

Bnt toyes. to give my heart some ease : 
Where care 

None is, slight things do lighdy please." 

{Vd. II. pp. 240-1.) 
Other Poems — homelier and in a lower key — give 
equal testimony; and his actual return in 1669 is 
still more a>nsolatoty. It was inevitable, that, buried 
in ' die country ' — he went to Dean Prior in October — 
he would yearn after old days and the old associates in 
London; but from 1646 to 1662 would sufSce for 
town, especially with the grand men of his youth all 
gone. And so he would ' travel West,' not grudgingly 
or sadly, but thankfiilly. His Epigrams on obnoxious 
parishioner? would be long foigotten ; but there is 
proof that bis NabU Numbers and his rural pieces 
were ' learned by heatt ' (ScoHa), and long lingered in 
aged memories. Then Devonshire bad still its old-man- 
nesed oages and ' chu'acters,' its feminine loveliness, its 
* tVB,' «Md Tries, md Andowy lores ; itaprimRMcmd 
violets, wild roses, wild stiawbeiries and honeysuckle, 
cowslips and daffodils; and the lark, and nightingale, and 
robin, and thrush. April and May, and June, and 
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Julf, would bring die old games, and the old mirth in 
the old gadierings. Even the slif^ited months dien as 
now would yield him their own profuse be&u^ oT 
ivy, and fern, and hedgerow. I like to picture the 
mellowed septuagenarian giving a kiss, glowing as 
thirty years before, to the ' maiden ' whom he had 
baptized, and whose parents he had married. His hair 
mig^t be white, but his heart was as young as ever. 
Broad of jest, pochanoe, and laughterJoving still, 
— loud, not low, — abhorrent of pretence, keen-eyed to 
sanctimoniousness taking the guise of saintliness, but 
soft-hearted and generous to the last ; not " an old 
Pagan," but a hale, old-&shioQed Churchman, who 
loved the ancient forms and andent prayers, and 
ancient usages idtogether, and who, not brazenly and 
merely orthodozally, had with stooped head said in 
1648^ 

" I Mng, and ever shall 

Of Heaven, ard hops to havs it after all." 
(Vol. I. p. 8.) 

His relation to his Contemporaries I have already in- 
dicated in I. Biogr^hicaL Too early for kiKiw- 
ing Siakespeare — away down in Stratford, not in 
London, unless on a chance-visit — ^we have found him 
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ooocbed at the feet of' Rare Ben,' and a wdcome guest 
among the immortals. It is pleasant to read bit gene- 
rous praise <^ his younger brethren — as Dxmhah and 
Cbarlis CorrroH. They in turn, doubtless, looked 
up to him. Tto of bis poems got amoag the posthu- 
mously-pnUiihed Poems of Thomas Carew, viz, " The 
Enqtiiiy" (Vol II., p. 3), and "The Fiimrose" 
(Vol II., p; 177). Both a{q>eared in " Wit's Recrea. 
tknu" (1640), and both were recUiued &om tiieoce for 
Haperidtt, It is most likely in tikdt reference to these 
and possibly others, that he afiiimed his express pro- 
prietotahip of all, as thus : — 

" VfOH hi* Vtnts. 

What off-spring other men have got, 

The how, where, when, I question not. 

These are the Cluldren I have Wt i 

Adopted some ; none gM by theft. 

But all are toucht (like lawfull plate) 

And no Vene ill^timate." (Vol. II. p. 333.) 

It is more than satisfying that the great aod good 
John Selden, though no Royalist, won his reverence 
and affection. It is characteristic of the spacious- 
hearted man that he had words of praise and recog- 
nition for merit wherever met His judgments 
are invariably sound. It surprised me, I own, to come 
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on his estimate of Mildmay, Earl of Westmoreland, as 
a Poet ; but, guided bjr his estimate, to bis privatdy- 
printed " OHa Sacra ", I was more than rewarded. 
Until the iriiole is given (in my " Occanonal Issnes ") 
let this little poem gain for itself a reading, as warranting 
Heirick's cotmsel to ' print ' : — 

Quid amahilitu. 
If I must needs Discover 
I Bin in Love : be Christ again my Lover, 

And let His Passion bring 
My actions to their touch and censuring ; 

Who in this world was bom, 
Liv'd in it, and was put to death with scorn. 

That I to Sin mi^t die. 
Being bom again to live eternally : 
Thus ri no longer nuke 
Addresses to my Glass for this curies sake. 

Or that quaint garb, whereby 
1 may endianted be with flattery ; 
Nor on luxurious vow, 
Decircling Rosebuds seek to gird my brow t 

But with a melting thought 
Bring home that Ransom whereat twas bought, 

In Contemplation 
Of that same Platted Crown He once had on. 

And when my dove or Shoo 
Want Ribbond, call for th' Nails that pierced Him too : 

Else farther to be drest. 
Borrow the Tincture of His naked brest : 
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Nor wash, but in Soul EVde, 
Then use no other Bason but Hb Side : 

So, up and ready, think 
How He. iar Me, low in the grave did sink. 

That I again might rise 
With Him, who was both Priest and Samfioe, 

To make atonement in 
The Difierence 'twixt his Father's wrath. Mans' sin f 

Whereto it must remain. 
That 1 through Faith requite this love again. 

(Otia Sacra, p, 70.) 

IV. TV spedalitia of hit Rtttry.—l do not say that 
' specialities ' is the best possible word to express my 
purpose in the present observations ; but I wanted 
to mark out something more definite than ' character- 
istics ' — all the more that I have already stated and 
illustrated his ' characteiisticB ' as Han and Poet in 
woiting out a hi^er object These five things include 
what I wish to note for the Reader : — 

I. IHs imaginative na&m. 

». Sit ra^tic imt^inaiivmas. 

3. Sis exquisitetuis and brightness of fatida. 

4. Sit aiiusive rtading. 

5. Sis sacred verse, 

I. Hit imaginative realism. lam thinking now of the 
fidelity with which be puts before you what he elects to 
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' sing ' of. He can be es coarsely and offensively 
realistic as any be-praised Dutch ' interior ' painter ; 
and he is by no means Ststidious in his choice of dght 
or theme. But at hit bat his realism is touched like 
the opal-edge of clouds just after sunset, with imaginai- 
tion. Look at his Primroses. They are not mere 
' yellow primroses,' not even Wordsworth's inteipene- 
ttated with matter of direct ethical and spiritual teach- 
ing, but himself ageing, what a light of ^ory lies on them 
as ' fill'd with dew' they interpret the changeftilness of 
human experiences. Let us read : — 

" To Primroset^irdwiii moming-devi. 
I. Why doe ye weep, sweet Babes I can Tears 
Speak grief e in you. 
Who were but borne 
Just as the modest Mome 
Teem'd her refre^ing dew ? 
Alas, ^u have not known that shower. 
That marres a flower ; 
Nor felt th'unkind 
Breath of a blasting wind ; 
Nor are ye wome with years ; 

Or warpt, as we. 
Who think it strange to see, 
Such pretty flowers, {like to Orphans young,) 
To speak by Teares, before ye have a Tongue. 
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i. Speak, whimp'rii^ Yminglinga, and nuke known 
The reason, why 
Ve droop, and weep ; 
Is it for want of sleep i 
Or Childish Lullabie t 
Or that ye have not seen as yet 
Thefi0/«#j> 
Or brought a kisse 
Vnm that Sweet-heart, to this F 
No, no, this sorrow shown 
By your teares shed, 
We'd have this Lecture read. 
That things of greatest, so of meanest worth, 
Conceiv'd with gdef are, and with teares brought forth." 
(Vol. I. pp. iSio.) 

Of the same type, but though worn through quotation, 
not neariy so Ane as the ' Primroses ' nor so original, is 
his " Gather jt Roec-budt while ye may."* This inugi- 
nativeneas is absent from none of those Poems that 
give Heirick his peculiar place among 'the Poets of 
England ; and I call attention to it, because it is so 
common to lake him at his lowly self-estimate, and look 
no deeper, e. g. thus, Mr. Gosse writes of Htsptrides, as 

I Ur. BobotBobcns, of BoMDa,ha>noentlris*ncd a delightful 
booklet yckfl " Poems of Hoeei " (gvo. pp. i>) irtKrein he bai 
bnogbt togctbeiseTeiBlimereMiiigTahannon "Gather ye Boeea.' 
In Foibei' Cantna a poor annrer to Hemck i* found. 
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" songs, -children of the West, brought fortii in iht soft, 
sweet air of Devonshire." "The Poet," says he, 
" strikes a key-note with wonderful sureness in the 
<q)ening couplets of the opening poem . — 

' I tang ct brookes, <A blossocns, Irirds and bowera. 
Of April, May, of June, and July flowers. 
I sing of maypoles, hock-carts, wassails, wakes. 
Of bridegrooms, brides, and of their bridal cakes.' 

It would not have been easy to desaibe more cor- 
. rectly what he does sing of. The book is full of all 
those pleasant thii^ of spring and summer, full of 
young love, Iuq>py oiUure, and thejoy of mere existence. 
As ^ as flowers are concerned, the atmosphere is full 
of theoL One is pelted with roses and daffodils from 
every page, and no one dares enter the sacred predncts 
without a crown of blossoms on his hair. Herrick's 
sun might be that stiay Venus of Botticelli's, which 
rises, rosy and dewy, from a sparkling sea, blown at by 
the little laughing winds, and showered upon with vio- 
lets and lilies of no earthly growth. He tells us that for 
yean and years his muse was content to stay at home, 
or, stnying bom village to village, to pipe to handscHne 
young shepherds and girls of flower-sweet breath, but 
that at last she became ambitious to try her skill at 
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Conrt, and wo came into print in London. In other 
■motSs, these little poems drculated widely in manu- 
script long before they were published " (p. 183). All 
true so fiir as it goes ; but be3n>nd the ' simple ug^ts ' 
and transfiguring the humUest ' Bowers/ there is a subde 
light, sometimes pure as the white light, sometimes pur- 
pled ; and pensive thou^tfulness and tender meditative- 
ness bom of imagination — not an imagination grand as 
Dante's or Milton's, but of kin with Spenser in his 
' gentle ' mood, and infinitely above your modem word- 
painter whose realism is a boodess effort to transform 
the pen into a brush. It matters not what Herrick 
describes — he gives you its very " farm and pressure," 
and over it, as the seven-fold rainbow breaking into in- 
efiable fragments under its load of rain, or before the 
blast of the wiod ; and better than sainf s nimbus, you 
have the ' final touch ' in epithet or in break of music, 
that differentiates the Poet &om the Versifier. Even 
when it is the artificial — not nature — he sings of, there 
is this presence of the Poet's imaginativeness. Thus in 
his ** Bracelet of Pearls : to Silvia," you have not only 
nicest and daintiest, not coarse workmanship, but the 
suggestion of a whole sphere of living romance, and 
that by <Rie name linking on to the great Past Again 
let us read : 
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" 1 Brake thy Bracelet 'gainst my will ; 
And, wretched, I did see 
Thee discompose then, and sttll 
Art discontent with me. 

One jemme was lost ; and I will get 

A richer pearle for thee. 
Then ever, dearest Silvia, yet 

Was drunk to Anlanie. 

Or, for revenge, I'le tell thee what 
Thou for the breach shalt Aa ; 

First, crack the strings, and after that. 
Cleave thou my heart in two." 

(Vol. II. pp. 330-1.) 

I do not deem it expedient to enlarge on tKis ; but 
if die Reader will turn to " A Country Life : to his 
Brother, M. Tho: Henick" {Vol I. pp. 57-64), and to 
"The Hock-Cart or Harvest-home, to the Earl of 
Westmoreland" {Vol. I. pp. 175-8), the former being 
on Horatian wings — one of Henick'a best-sustained 
and noblest flights, and the latter delidously fresh and 
vivid, and with a matchless flavour of dear old England 
— he will discover abundant evidence of that imagi- 
nativeness that suffuses his realism which I am now 
inasting upoa Then in his " Paa^erick to Sir Lewis 
Pemberton" {Vol. IL p. 71) be will find the same 
speciality, and humour and vigour besides. 
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Finally here, " No one haa ever known better than 
Henick how to seize, without effort, and yet to absolute 
periecdon, the pretty points of modem pastoral life. 
Of all these poems of his, none surpasses ' Coriona's 
going a-Haying,' which has something of Woidswordi's 
&ultlesa instinct and delicate perception.' The picture 
given here of the slim boys and the girls in green 
gowns going out singing into the corridors of blossom- 
ing whitethom, when the morning sky is radiant in all 
its ' &esh-quilted colours,' is ravishing, and can only 
be compared for its peculiar chann with that other 
where the maidens are seen at sunset, with silvery 
naked feet and dishevelled hair crowned with honey- 
nickle, bearing cowslips home in wicker baskets. 
Whoever will cast his eye over the pages of He^erides 
will meet with myriads of original and charming 
passages of this kind : 

' like to a solemn sober stream 
Bankt all wid) lilies, and th« cream 
Of sweetest cowslips filling them,' 

the ' cream of cowslips ' being the rich yellow antlers 
(rf" water-lilies. Or thus, comparing a bride's breath to 
the &int, sweet odour of the earth : — 

' I natojc to add that Hetiick's ''Christian Militant" (VoL 11. 
p. 40) nuT take its plsce beside Wordswonb's " Happj' Warriot.'' 



oyGoogle 



codv. MEMORIAUINTRODUCTION. 

' A uvonr like unto a blessed field 
When the bedabbled morn 
Washes the golden ears of com.' 

[I intercalate that in L i the allusion is Biblical, viz. 
to Genens xxviL 37.] Or thus, a sketched interior : — 

' Vet can thy humble roof maintain a choir 
Of singing crickets by the fire. 
And the brisk mouse may feed herseK with crumbs. 
Till that the green-eyed killing comes.' 

"Nor did the homeliest details of the household 
escape him. At Dean Prior his clerical establishment 
consisted of Prudence Baldwin, his ancient maid ; of 
a cock and hen, a goose, a tame tamb, a cat, a spaniel, 
and a pet pi& learned enough to drink out of a 
tankard ; and not only did &e genial Vicar divide his 
loving attention between the various members of this 
haf^y family, but he was wont, a little wantonly one 
fean, to gad about to wakes and wassailings, and to 
increase his popular reputation by showing off his 
marvelous learning in old rites and ceremoniea. These 
he has described with loving minuteness, and not these 
only, but even the little acts of cookery do not escape 
him. Of all his household poems not one is more 
characteristic and complete than the ' Bride-cake,* 
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which we remember Having had tedted to lu yeut $ff>. 
with immense gusto, at the malHng of a great pound 
cake, by a Mend now widely enou^ known as i- 
channing follower of Herrick's poetic cnfi : — 

■ The Bride-cake. 
This day, my Julia, thou must make 
For Mistress Bride, the wedding cake j 
Knead but the dough, and it will be 
To paste of almonds turned by thee. 
Or kiss it, but once or twice, 
And for the bride-cake there'll be spice-' " 

(Mr. Gosse, as before, ro. 184-5.) 

What a visioa trf JuUa in her radiant beauty ail rosy 
mder such a compliment has the most prosaic reader 
in "The Bride-cake." And so it is throughout Not 
one of eveo the ' hpiKcfaiMd poems ' is without its touch 
of inuginBtive realism. 

2. Sit rea/iitii: imaginaiiBeiuss. I refer here mainly 
to his Poetns of ' Faiiy,* wherein you have not such 
diin bodiless Imperscmations as in Collins' Ode to 
the Passions, and even in Gray (if I may dare the 
heresy), but substantive and living. On this Mr. Gosse 
(as before) writes finely, thou^ in one place mis- 
takenly, as we riiall see : — " Before we turn to more 
general matters, there is one section of the Htsperides 
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dut demandis a. moment's atteotioii, that namely, de- 
voted to the desoriptioa of Fairyland and tta inhabi- 
tants. We have seen that it was, probably, the per- 
foimance of Ben Jonson's pretty masque of ' Oberon ' 
that set Herrick dreaming about that misty land where 
elves sit eating butterflies' homs round little mushroom 
tables, or quaff draughts 

* Of pure seed-pearl of morning dew, 
Brou^t and besweetened in a blue. 
And pregnant Violet.' 

And witii him the poetic literature of Fairyland ended. 
He was its last laureate, for the Puritans thought its 
rites, though so shadowy, superstitious, and frowned 
upon their celebration, while the whole temper of the 
Restoration, gross and dandified at the same time, was 
foreign to such pure play of the imagination. But 
some of the greatest names of the great period had 
entered its sacred bounds and sung its praises. 
Shakespeare had done it eternal honour in Mid- 
summer Night's Dream, and Drayton had written 
an elaborate epic (?) 73^ Court of Faerie. Jonson's 
friend, Bishop Cori>et, had composed ^iiy ballads that 
had much of Henick's lightness about them. It was 
these literary traditions that Herrick carried with him 
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into the West ; it does not seem that he collected any 
fresh infomutitm about the mnshroom woM in Devon- 
ahiie ; we read nothing <^ river-wraiths or pixies in his 
poems. He adds, however, a great deal of ingenious 
fiuKy to the stores he received from his elders, and his 
friiy-^ioeins, all written in octcMyUabic verse, as thou^ 
fonning parts of one projected woHe, may b^ read with 
great interest as a kind of final compendium of all 
that the poets of the 17th century imagined about 
fiiines'^p. \ifi). 

Mr. Gosse is again strangdy wrong as to the source 
of Hetrick's ' Fury ' poems. Misled by the title — and 
the mere title or one word ' Oberon ' never could sug- 
gest such poems — he assigns to Jonson his inspiration. 
But Jonson's ' Oberon ' has nothing whatever on Fairies 
or Paiiy-land ; nor indeed were such dainty things at all 
in his way. One is indeed puzzled at the absence of 
the ' Fairies ' in 'Oberon' until it is found that Jonson's 
' Oberon-' is a prince of aixteea Herrick's splendid 
praise of ' Rare Ben ' and occasional touches, as m his 
" Delight in Disorder " (VoL I. 46) assure us that he 
was his willing subject ; but in not one bit could he 
have been indebted to him for his ' Fairy ' creations. 
Fc« them it is a pleasure to think of Drayton's Nymph- 
idu and Shakespeare's Midsumuur's Night Dratm and 
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Remte and ytdi^. Thither and not at all in Jonson's 
qiectacular ' Obenm ' must we look foi Henick's pre- 
parative reading and impress.' 

Let the reader turn and return on these ' Faiiy ' poems. 
Let him note their qnaintneas, their apt names, tbeii slj 
hnmour, their famtattiqui oi exploit, their oddi^ of 
invention, their dioUerr of feasting, theii jets of tricksy 
wit, their qnizzica) hitting <rf modem foibles through 
supendtious rites (the Poefs pen inmsfiriiig the 
vinegar-&ced fool as with a needle), their ripple ot 
soft laughter, their swift changefiilness (as <rf' peacock's 
crest, or humraing-bird's breast, or dove's neck), their 
ingenuous credulities. I know not that anywhere we 
can turn to Poems of Imaginatioii so 'compact,' and at 
the same time so aiiy, so real-seeming and yet of 
subtlest imagination. It is well to read the whole 
group successively but tt^ther, viz. " The Fairie 
Temple ; or Oberon'a Cbappell " (VoL L K». 156-163), 
and " Oberon's Feast " (Vol. IL pp. 34-97), and 
"Oberon'a Palace" (VoL IL pp. 104-9), a™* "The 
Beggar" (Vol. II. pp. 103-3), and " The Hagg" (VoL 
IL pp. 305-6).* 

' See before od Henick's tending of Hailowe and Gncuc 
and Shirler. 
' Even in Thomas Randolph's Amgnlai (i6j8) there are oddi- 
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His " Epithalamiums " and other nuRiioge and birth- 
day poems have the same speculitjr tX realistic inuigi< 
nadveness. You have the actual ' &ir ladies ' asd 
' brave neo,' but there is a splendour of imaginatioo 
pTodig^ly lavished on the use and wontof 'good wishes.' 
Of the Epithalamiums Mr. Gosse thus speaks : — " The 
epithalamtum is a form of verse which had a very biight 
period of existence in England, and which has long 
been completely extinct [Revived gorgeously by 
Dante G. Rossetti, as in a quieter way by Coventiy 
Patmore eariier.] Its theme and manner gave too 
mudi opportunity to lavish adulation on the one hand, 
and unseemly inuendo on the other, to suit the predser 
manneis of our more reticent age, but it flourished for 
the brief period contained between 1600 and 1650, and 
produced some exquisite masterpieces. The * Epitha- 
lamium' and ' Prothalamion' of^ienser struck the key- 
note of a lashion that Drayton, Ben J(»isoii, [Donne] and 

des of 'Fairr* poasesstons duu might have been admiued Into 
" Oboim's I^alafe," e^. :— 
" Dm. A cmiom PUfce. 

Pafd nmiid ahovx with Ptck-(eeth. 
/a. Bemdea a bouse made all of mother irf Pearle ; 

An 1*017 Teoniseoait. 
Dar. A DiU-m^ Parioat. 
/d. a Saphjrre daiy.roome. 
Dvr. A Ginger Hall." (1640 ed. p. J4.) 
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others adMDcd, and of which Henick was the last, and 
bx from the least ardent votary. His confidential muse 
was delif^ited at being asked in to airange the cet«- 
monies of a nuptial feast, and described the bride and 
her suiToundings with a world of pret^ eztntvagaoce. 
Eveiy admirer of Henick should read liie ' Nuptial 
Ode on Sir Clipseby Crew and his Lady.' It is ad- 
mirably landfill, and put together with consummate 
skill It opeas with a choral out-burst of greeting to 
the bride: — 

'What's that we see from far? the spripg of day 
Bloom'd from the east, or fair enjewelled May 
Blown out of April ? or some new 
Star filled with glory to our view 

Reaching at heaven. 
To add a nobler planet to the seven \' 

Less and less dazzled, he declares her to be some 
goddess floating out of Elysium in a cloud of tiffany. 
He leaves the church treading upon scarlet and amber, 
and spicing the chafed air with fumes of Paradise. 
Then they watch her coming towards them down the 
shining street, whose very pavement breathes out 
spikenard. But who is this that meets her ? Hymen 
with his foir white feet, and head with matjoram 
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crowned, who lifts his torch, and, behold ! bjr his side 
the bridq;room stands, fioshed and ardent Then the 
maids shower them with shanuock and roses, and so 
the dreamy verses totter under their load of perfumed 
words, till they close with a benediction over the new 
married couple, and a peal of maiden hughter over 
love and its flower-like mysteries" (p. 186). Fit com- 
panion for the Clipseby Crew " Nuptial Ode " is the 
" Epithalamie to Sir Thomas Southwell and bis Ladie" 
(VoL I. pp. 90-99) which hcAds its own even beside 
Donne's. 

Another group of Poems that illustrate his realistic 
imaginativeness is what may be called his verse-gifts — 
of which he must have been lavish — to friends and 
neighbours. These were evidently flung off at the mo- 
ment; but the most caieless (as a rule) reveal the 
inspired Singer, His celebrations of his own numerous 
family of brodiers and sisters — his guardian-uncle, Sir 
Wniiam Herrick, notably absent, as the old ' curmud- 
geon' {Siotut) deserved — and his motlier's circle of 
rdatives and kinsmen, are charming. Among the 
former, as though to favour the Poet, was his sweet- 
named sister ' Mercy.' Among the latter, men of mark 
in the ' city ' and State, and otherwise — as the Soames 
and Stones and the like. A careful study of these mil re- 
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ward, for thejr will be found not exaggente, but tnie, 
imaginative, but realistic. I should scarcely know 
where to hold my hand if I b^an quotation &om these 
Poems. I therefore will not begin ; but I cannot 
mthhold his own &vouiite, his " Lilly in a Chiistal,' 
which in vaiious ways still further exemplifies the 
present speciality. In this instance the Poet was not 
as so often wrong in his high and prefeiring estimate. 

- Tkt Ullf hi a Ckristal. 

Vou have beheld a smiling Rose 

When Virgins hands have drawn 

O'r it a Cobweb-Lawne : 
And here, you see, this Lilly shows, 

Tamb'd in a Christal stone. 
More f^re in this transparent case. 

Then when it grew alone i [than 

And had but single grace. 

You see how Creame but naked is ; 

Nor daunces in the eye 
Without a Strawberrie : 

Or some fine tincture, like to this. 

Which draws the sight thereto. 
More by that wantoning with it ; 

Then when the paler hieu \thim 

e did admit. 
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You see how Amitr through the streams 
More gently stroaks the sight. 
With some conceal'd delight; 

Then when he darts his radiant beams 
Into the boundlesse aire : 

Where either too much light, his worth 
Doth all at once impaire. 
Or set it little forth. 

Put Purple grapes, or Cherries in- 

To Qasse, and they will send 

More beauty to commend 
Them, from that deane and subtile sktn, 

Then if they naked stood. [(* 

And had no other pride at allj 

But their own flesh and blood. 

And tinctures natural). 

Thus Lillie, Rose, Grape, Cherry, Creame, 

And Straw-berry do stir 

More love, i^en they transfer 
A weak, a soft, a broken beame ; 

Then it they sho'd discover [tk 

At full their proper excellence; 

Without some Scean cast over. 
To juggle with the sense. 

Thus let this CkrtMtaPd LUlU be 
A Rul^ how far to teach. 
Your nakednesse must reach : 

And that, no further, then we see 



oyGoogle 



ccxxiv. MSMORIAL-IKTRODUCTION. 

Those glaring colours laid 

By Arts wise hand, but to this end 

They sho'd obey a shade ; 

Lest they too far extend. 

So though y*are iriiite as Swan, or Snow, 

And have the power to move 

A world of men to love : 
Yet, when your Lawns k Silks shal flow ; 

And that white cloud divide 
Into a doubtful Twi-light ; then. 

Then will your hidden Pride 

Raise greater fires in men." 

(Vol. I. p. 139.31.) 

I must cootent myseli with two other examples of bis 
realistic imaginativeiiess as distinguished from his ita- 
aginative realism — a distinction that it may be assumed 
will be admitted after our remarks and illustrations — 
namely, his " Amber Bead " and " Upon her Feet." 
Take them both :— 

" Tie Amher Bead. 
1 saw a Flie, within a Beade 
Of Amber cleanly buriid : 
The Ume was littk^ but the room 
More rich then CUopatr^i Tombe." [ikon 
(Vol. II. p. 380.} 
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One does not think so much, on reading this little 
snatch, of Mardal and his epigram (Book IV. 3a) 
which is elsewhere recalled by Henick himself ("UpoB 
aFlie": VoL II. p. 140) as of the lines attributed to no 
less than Milton in our day by Professor Moriey. For 
my part I cannot accept the illustrious authorship ; but 
it is interesting to find an echo of our Poet in its close, 
as thus:— 

" For so this little wanton eU 
Most gloriously enshrined ilseM : — 
A lomb whose beauty mi^t compare 
With Cleopatra's sepulchre." 



Perhaps Martial was the source common to each, viz. 
hia 'Viper in Amber' (B. IV. 56); and the point is, that 
the renowned Queen Cleopatra died by a ' viper ' 
(^lakespeare's 'worm') and had a tomb (with Anthony) 
finished by Augustus, that long remained a world's 
wonder.^ Now for 

* Id ntpect to die *ip«T, Paler vid Stone obaarc! "Tfars must 
be taken aa a poetic bTperbole lor Mine imall creepiuK thing. Tbc 
point of the epignun, indeed, mrna on its being a real make t but 
tbia U haidir possible. The ancients were awaie of the tme na- 
taie of ambet. See Plio;." These eacellemt scbolan kre mls- 
takcD. A piece of amber has beei fbund in Jntland •iat wtjghed 
twentj-seren ponnds 1 and In the Royal Mineral Cabinet at Berlilt 

p 
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" Upon herfea. 
Her preUy [eet 
Uke snailes did creep 
A little out, and then. 
As if they started at Bo-Beep, 

Did soon draw in agen." [Vol. II. p. 153.) 

I must pronounce this as truer and finelier wrought than 
Sir John Suckling's eveiy-where-known comparison to 
mice, thus : — 

" Her feet beneath her petticoat. 
Like litde mice, stole in and out. 

As if they feared the light : 
But oh I she dances such a way 
No sun upon an Easter day 

Is half so fine a sight." 

It was daring in Herrick to write down what he himself 
bad realljr seen, the quick movement — as of insects 
antennae — of the snail's 'boms' if in the slightest 
touched, irtiether bj* a hindering ' bent' or falling dew- 

ia anodicT piece wdgtaiag 13! pound*. It is 13I incbea long, 8i 
incha broad, j iitcbcs and Bre-di^ulu Ugh on die one nde, and 
3i incfaea cm die other. Similar laige pecet of gum^opal, with 
ioMca, Ae., imbedded, an fcKwd in Africa. Sec Uvingstaoe's 
'■ LaN Joumalat" L pp. 19, i8>. 
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drop, or sound of human voice — for self-cvidently that 
was what the Poet had in recollection. I feel petfectly 
satined that it originated with our Poet's actual observa- 
tion, and independent of Sucklings ballad, albeit none 
would more relish the famous ballad when it reached 
him, along with his own poems, in "Wifs Recreations" 
of 1640. The &ct of prior publication (not necessarily 
prior composition) of the " Wedding," and nevertheless 
" Upon her feet " being given in ffesperida, assures 
us that Herrick knew his own originality. You have 
only to get over the association with the word and 
thing ' snail,' and stoop to see the strange beauty of the 
little creature, ay, even in its track as it innocently 
' creeps ' along glisteringly, and, above all, its human- 
eye4ike sensitiveness to touch or sound, to clap hands 
over Herrick's unique comparison of the ' pretty feet ' 
of " Mistresse Susanna Southwell" 

3. His exquiiiteness and brigktneis ef faney. These 
are such specialities of Herrick's Poems that no one can 
miss them — unless, like a blind man trampling over 
flowers, he is eyeless and earless, and heartless as well. 
His many £pitaphs and Memorial-verses first of all, 
strike us for their delicacy and tenderness, in short, for 
their unsurpassed exquisiteness. As less known than 
others, I ask the Reader to dwell on this : — 



oyGoogle 



MBMORlAl^mTRODVCTIOlf. 



" Am B^taph ufon a Ftrgin. 
Here a solemne Fast we keepe. 
While all beauty lyes asleep 
Huiht be all things; no noyse here. 
But the toning td a teare : 
Or a aigh of such as bring 
Cowslips for her covering." (Vol. II. p. 113.) 

Then how dainty and subtle and original-fiiacied is his 
" Itnpossitnlities to his Friend," as thus : — 

" My faithful friend, if you can see 
The Fruit to grow up, or the Tree : 
U you can see the colour come 
Into the blushing Peare, or Plum : 
If you can see the water grow 
To cakes of Ice, or flakes of Snow : 
If you can se^ that drop of raine 
Lost in the wild sea, once againe : 
If you can see, how Dreams do creep 
Into the Brain by easie sleep : 
Then there is hope that you may see 
Her love me once, who now hates me." 

(Vd. I. p. 137.) 

The conclusion is somewhat de trtffi, but the inugeiy 
(or the ' impossibilities,' of the ' colour ' coming into the 
plum, of the ' ice,' and of ' dreams,' seems to me super- 
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Udvely fine. Horace has nothing to equal, much less 
surpass "His Poetrie his Pillu'." The light-heaited 
Uttin poet knew little of the pathos of this unsurpass- 
able little Poem, if his shout of ' ex^ ' tell us he had 
the Foefs lofty self-estimate. Let the Reader again 
' dwell ' on this, and mark the exquisiteness of the 
opening, and how the softness dilates into strength 
and gives us a glimpse of Egypt and its thousands- 
yeared 'pyramids.' 

" Hii PoetrU *m Pillar. 
Ondy a little more 

I have to write. 

Then He give o'r^ 
And bid the worid Good>night. 

'Tis but a flying minute. 

That I must stay. 

Or linger in it j 
And then I must away. 

O time that cuf st dawn all ! 

And scarce leav'st here 

Memoriall 
Of any men that were. 

How many lye forgot 

In Vaults beneath ? 

And (Mece-meale rot 
Without a fame in death I 
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Behold this living stone, 

I reare for me, 

Ne'r to be thrown 
Downe, envious Time by thee. 

miars let some set up, 

(If so they please) 

Here is my hope. 
And my Pyramids." (Vd. I. p. 146.) 

Of the same in kind and in elements as exquisitely done 
as " His Poetrie His PUlai," and reminding us diat he 
should scuce have thanked his kinsman for the election 
of the lecent great monument, but have preferred a yew 
or beech to have flung their greenness and dropped 
their cones and nuts in season over his grave, is his 

"To LauTtk. 

A funerall stone. 
Or Verse I covet none. 
But onely crave 
Of you, that I may have 
A sacred Laurel springing from my grave : 
Which being seen. 
Blest with perpetuall greene. 

May grow to be 
Not 50 much call'd a tree. 
As the eternsll monument of me." (Vol. I. p. 50.) 
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It were easy to multiply examples and pioofe of his 
y x nii'^i tf^'^ i?^ of ritinting and feeliiig and workman- 
tliip^ I can only tairy to illustrate his brightness of 
fiuicy as in combination with his exquisiteness. Even 
irfKn he is pensive anA 'melancholy,' there is this 
ctdouT and bnghtness. I invite the Student to read 
and re-read this : — 

" To Blauomt. 
Fatre pledges tA a fntithill Tree, 
Why do yee fall so fast I " Stc 

(Vol. il.p. 134.) 

Homelier — as was fitting — but all radiant with the glow 
of gratitude that burned in his ' thankful heart,' is his 
"Thanksgiving to God, for his home," wherein too 
there are touches of exquisite perfectness, and the whole 
such a poem as inevitably makes us love even to-day the 
genial old Vicar in his lowly contentment and open- 
handed bomity. Here it is : — 

" Lord, Thou hast given me a cell 
Wherein to dwell," &c. 

(V(d. III. pp. 135-8.) 

Next take his peerless "To Daffixlils," than which 
surely there is no flower-poem at once so weighty and 
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to sTMt, SO lovely and also impressive, consummate in 
its ait and endurmg in it3 diann : — 

" To Duffaditlt. 

I . Faire DafiadilU, we weep to see 
You haste away so soone -. 
As yet the eariy-n«ng Sun 
Has not attain'd his Noone. 
Stay, stay, 
Unti]) the hasting day 

But to the Even>song j 

And, having pray'd together, we 

Will go with you along. 

3. We have short time to stay, as you. 
We have as short a Spring; 
As quick a growth to meet Decay, 
As you, or any thing. 

We die. 
As your hours doe, and drie 

Ijke to the Summers rune ; 

Or as the pearles of Mornings dew 

Ne'r to be found againe." 

(Vol. II. p. 35.) 

Finally : There is his " To Anthea " — one of vaiious 
to this ' fair lady,' which, stalling from the mere gtass 
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I starts the lark, lifls us up like the laik into the 
linding sommer sky, and fills even that vast cathedtal 
ith melody : — 

" To Anthea, ^vho may eontmand 
him any thing. 
Bid mf to Kvc, and I will live 

Tliy Protestant to be : 
Or bid me love, and I will give 

A loving heart to thee. 

A heart as soft, a heart as kind, 

A heart as sound and free. 
As in the whole world ihou canst find. 

That heart lie give to thee. 

Bid that heart stay, and it wiU stay. 

To honour thy Decree : 
Or bid it languish quite away, 

And't shall doe so for thee. 

Bid me to weep, and I will weep. 

While 1 have eyes to see t 
And having none, yet I wilt keep 

A heart to weep for thee. 

Bid me despaire, and lie despaire. 

Under that Cyfreue tree : 
Oi bid me die, and 1 wall date 

E'en Death, to die for thee. 
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Thou art my life, my love, my heart, 

The very eyes of me ! 
And hast command of eveiy part. 

To live and die for thee." (Vol. 11. pp. 6-7.} 

As distinguisfaed &Dm complete Poems, there are 
lavishly scattered over Htsperidts lines and couplets 
and bits that equally show Henick's exquisiteness and 
brightness. Two recur on the instant The first is of 
Teais — " Teares are the noble language of the eye " 
(VoL I, p. roo). The other I will quote because 
a parallel in a Master of his ait, our hving Poet- 
Laureate, — ^who by the way, in our occasional foot- 
notes, is seen to have studied Herrick appreciatively — 
is a typical instance of the ancient Poefs stUl more ex- 
quisite instinct in his choice of words. In his lines 
" To Dianeme " he thus sang : — 

" If thou compos'd tA gentle mould 
Art so unkind to me ; 
What dismall Stories will be told 
^ Of those that cniell be i" (Vol. II. p. 385.) 

Compare Tennyson : — 

" Gently comes the world to those 
That are cast in gentle mould." 
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Sorely ' cast ' here completely spmls the idea ? And so 
ever yylier e, nearly, you come on unexpected feliddes, 
as Mr. Gosse thus admirably and weightily, and with 
fine insight sums up : — " We have now lapidly con- 
cluded the two volumes on which Henick claims his 
place among the best English lyrical poets. Had he 
written twenty instead of two, he could not have im- 
pressed his strong poetic individuality more poweifiilly 
on OUT literature than he has done in the He^trida. 
It is a storehouse of lovely things, full of tiny beauties 
of varied kind and workmanship, like a box foil of all 
sorts of jewels, ropes of seed pearl, opals set in old- 
bshioned shifting settings, antique gilt trifles sadly 
tami^ied t^ time, here a ruby, here an amethyst, and 
there a shiny diaioODd, priceless and luminous, flashing 
light from all its facets, and dulling the faded jewellery 
with which it is so promiscuously huddled. What is so 
veiy predous about the book is the ori^^nali^ and ver- 
satility of the versification. There is nothing too fiin- 
tasdc for the author to attempt, at least ; there is one 
poem written in rtiyming triplets, each line having only 
two syUables [VoL II. p. la;]. There are dear Uttle 
trills of sudden song, like the lines to the ' Laric ' ; 
there are chance melodies tliat seem like mere wanton- 
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togs of the air upon a wind-baip ; there are such har- 
monious endings, as this, ' To Music ': — 

' Fall on me like a silent dew. 
Or like those maiden showers 
Which, by the peep of day, do show 
A baptism o'er the flowers. 
Melt, tadi my pains 
With thy soft strains, • 
That, having case me given. 
With full delight 
I leave this light 
And take my flight 
For heaven.' 

With such poetns as these, and with the deUdous songs 
of so many of Henick's predecessois and compeers 
before them, it is inexplicable upon what possible 
grounds the critics of the eighteenth century can have 
founded their astonishing dogma, that the first master 
of Rn gliBh versification was Edmund Waller, whose 
poems, appearing some fifteen years after the Htsperida, 
are chiefly remaikable for their stifi'aad pedantic move- 
ment, and the brazen clang, as of stage armour, of the 
dreary heroic oraplets in which they shut Where 
Wallet is not stilted, he owes his excellence to the 
veiy source from which the earlier lyrists took theirs — a 
study of nature and a free but not licentious use of pure 
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En^isfa. But not one of bis poems, except ' Go, 
lovely Rose,' is worth the slightest of those delicate 
mrUes that Herrick piped out when the sun shone on 
him, and the floweis were fresh " (p. 189). 

4. His allusive readtng. I prefer 'reading' to 'learn- 
ing'; for there are pnx^ that ' learning ' was not 
Henick's forte. His career at tiie University was 
probably too much interrupted by ' escapes ' to town 
and mingling with the gatherings of wbich Ben Jonson 
was sovereign, to admit of steady and full acquirements 
such as a College furnishes. The most that can be 
said is that he was fairly well-read in the Greek and 
Roman classics, and some of the Fathers — ^nothing 
more. But his miscellaneous reading must have been 
of the type of Robert Burton's or Thomas Fuller's. In 
his "To live Merrily" (VoL I. p. 138) we have a vivid 
enumeration of the ancient Poets he loved ; and I give 
it here in fiill that there may follow on it Mr. Gosse's 
s on his obligation to the classics : — 



"To live merrily, and to trtut to 

Good Verus. 
Now is the time for mirth. 

Nor cheek, or tongue be dumbe : 
For with the flowrie earth. 

The golden pomp is come. 
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The golden Pomp is aoM; 

For now each tree do's weare 
(Made of her Pap and Gum] 

Rich beads of Amber here. 

Now raignes the Bote, and now 
Th' Arabian Dew besmears ' 

My uncontroUW brow. 
And my retortU haires. 

Homer, this Health to thee. 
In Sack of such a kind. 

That it wo'd make thee see. 
Though thou wert ne'r so Uind. 

Next, yirgil, [le call forth. 
To pledge this second Health 

In Wine, whose each cup's worth 
An Indian Common- wealth. 

A Goblet next lie drink 
To OtAd; and su^^xise. 

Made be the pledge, he'd think 
The world had all one Nose. 

Then this immen^ve cup 

Of Aromatike wine, 
Catullus, I quaife up 

To that Terce Muse of thine. 
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Wild I am now with heat; 
O BacchuM ! coole thy Rues I 
. Or frandck I shall eate 

Thy Thyrte, and bite the Baja. 

Round, round, the root do's run ; 

And being ravisht thus. 
Come, I will drink a Tun 

To my Propertau. 

Now, to Tiiullut, next, 

This flood I drink to thee : 
But stay i I see a Text, 

That this presents to me. 

Behoki, "midlus lies 

Here burnt, whose smal return 
Of ashes, scarce suffice 

To fill a little Ume. 

Trust to good Verses then ; 

They onely w3l aspire. 
When Pyramids, as men. 

Are lost, i'th'funerall 6re< 

And when all Bodies meet 

In Letke to be drown'd ; 
Then onely Numbers sweet, 

Widi endless life are crown'd." 

(Vol. I. pp. 138-41.) 
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With this in recollection, Mr. Gosse (as before) 
writes : — " It is an interesting specuUtioa to consido' 
from what antique sources Herrick, athiist for the pure 
springs of pagan beauty, diank the deep draughts of his 
inspiration. Ben Jonson it was, beyond doubt, who first 
introduced him to the classics, but his mode of accept- 
ing the ideas he found there, was wholly his own. In 
the first place, one must contradict a foolish statement 
that all the editors of Heirick have repeated, sheep- 
like from one another, namely, that Catullus was 
his great example and model In the last edition of 
the Hesptridts I find the same old blunder : ' There 
is no collecti<Ki of poetiy in our language which more 
nearly resembles the Carmina of Catullus.' In reali^, 
it would be difficult to name a lyric poet with whom he 
has less in common than with the Veronese, whose 
ea^l^fiif^ts into the very noonday-depths of passi<m, 
swifter than Shelley's, as flaming as Sappho's, have no 
sort of fellowship with the pipings of our gende and 
luxurious babbler by the flowery brooks. In one of his 
poems, 'To Live Merrily,' where be addresses the 
various classical poets, and where, by the way, he tries 
to worii himself into a great exaltation about CatuQus, 
he does not even mention the one that he really took 
most from of fonn and colour. No one carefully 
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reading the Hesperidts can &il to be strack with the 
Qdiaonlinaiy sinularitY they bear to the Efigrams of 
HaTtiali and the parallel will be found to nm through- 
oat the writings of the two poets, for good and for bad, 
the difference being that Henick is as much a niral as 
Maitial an mfoan poet But in the incessant refoences 
to hintBrff and his book, the fondness for gums and 
q»ces, the delif^t in the picturesqueness of private 
life, the ait of making a complete and gem-like poem 
ia the fewest possible lines, the curious mixture of 
■ensitiTeness and utter want of sensibility, the trick of 
wiitiog confidential little poems to all sorts of friends, 
dte tastdessness that mixes up obscene couplets with 
ddcate odes ' De Hortis Maitialis ' or ' To Anthea '; 
in all those and many more qualities one can haidljr 
tell where to look for a literary parallel more complete. 
As &r as I know, Hemck mentions Martial but once, 
and then very slij^tly. He was fond of talking about 
the old poets in his veise, but never with any critical 
devemess. The best thing he says about any of them 
is said of Ovid in a pretty couplet In a dieam he 
sees Ovid lying at the feet of Corinna, who presses 

With ivory wrists hia laureate head, and steeps 
His eyes in dew of kisses while he sleeps. 
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How much further Henick's leanung proceeded it is 
difficult to tell Doubtless he knew some Gredc ; be 
mentions Homer and translates from Anacreon. The 
English poets of that age, learned as many of diem 
were, do not seem to have gone much further than 
Rome for tlieir inspiration. Chapman is, of course, a 
great exception. But none of them, as all the great 
French poets of the Renaissance, went directly to the 
Anthology. Perhaps Herrick had read the Planudian 
Anthology, Theocritus and Anacreon. The litde 
piece called ' Leander's Obsequies ' seems as 
tbou^ it most be a translation of the epigram of 
Antipater of Thessalonica. Curioos to reflect that 
at the very time that the ffaperidet was printed, 
Salmasius, soon to be hunted to death by &e im- 
placable liatred of Milton, [?] was carrying about with 
him in his restless wanderings the MS. of his great 
discovery, the inestimable Anthology of Constantine 
Cephalas. One imagines with what sympathetic 
brotherliness the Vicar of Dean Prior would have 
gossipped and glowed over the new storehouse of 
Greek song. That the French poets of the century 
before were known to Heciick is to me extremely 
doubtfuL One feels how much there was In such a 
book as £a Bergerie of Remy Belleau, in which our 
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poet would tuLve felt the most unfeigned delight, but I 
find no distinct traces of tbeir style in his ; and unless 
the Parisian editions of the classics influenced him, I 
cannot think that he biou^t any hooey, poisonous or 
other, from Fiance His inspiration was I^tin ; that 
of Ronsard and JodeDe essentially Greek. It was the 
publication of the Anthology in 1531, and of Henry 
Estienne's Anatreon in 1554, that really set the Pleiad 
in movement, and founded Picok gaUa^ncfite. It was 
the translation of Ovid, Lucan, Seneca, and Virgil that 
gave English Elizabethan poetry the staitword." 

(pp. 18^1.) 

I fear I must repeat the (allied) " foolish state- 
ment" of my editorial predecessors as to Heirick's 
indebtedness to Catullus. The foot-notes go to show 
frequent reminiscences and adi^tations of the poet of 
Verona (' adopted ' is his own word) ; and without 
traversing die high praise of his " eagle flights " and 
" very noonday-depths of passion, swifter than Shelley's, 
as flaming as Sappho's," it has been shown earlier that 
there was infinitely more of passion in our Poet than is 
ordinarily supposed, and than is supposed by Mr. 
Gosse, so that it is, I humbly think, a mistake to gen- 
eralize on the " pipings of our gentle and luxurious 
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babbler by the Soweiy brooks." The CarmiMa of 
Catullus, alike in their lyrical fervour and intensi^, 
fiDd more than " fellowship " in much of the Hetperides, 
Certes for once that Martial is suggested, Catullus is 
three times. More than this — it is in the offensive 
Epigrams that had better been spared bodily that 
Herrick goes to Maitial. Startled \yy Mr. Gosse's 
paradox, I have taken pains to re-read good old 
Famaby's nat^ edition of the Eptgrammata, and my 
original impression has been confirmed that, except 
in instances of all but direct translation, and almost 
wholly in the unsavoury Epigrams, Martial exercised but 
slight influence, and all of it, unhi^pify, sinister. On 
the other hand, there are in Htiperidtt notable in- 
debtedness to Catullus in what is most imperishable, 
e.g. " To Andiea " (in first eight lines : VoL I. p. 40) : 
"Kissing Usurie" {Vol. I. p. 49): "The Vision" 
(ibid, p. 86) : " Epithalamie to Sir Thomas Southwell 
and his Ladie " (t^ .p. 90-9, tt aiHi) : " Coiiima 
going a Maying" (i^, p. tt6) : "An Ode to Master 
Endymion Porter upon his Brothers death " {i^id, p. 
134): "Lips Tongueless" {^id, pp. 141-a): "A re- 
quest to the Graces" (VoL III. p. 13). Besides these 
specific places, the student will again and again catch 
the notes of ihe£anm'iut, often the more assuredly 
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from the peculiar turn given to the thought or image.' 
Apart from the Epigrams, which one must constantly 
remember are the mere "fardng buckram" of the 
Book, five or six faint echoes of Martial seem to me to 
■um up Herrick's obligadons to him.* 

' AllusTDt reading ' rather than assimilatiTe is vhat I 
discover in Herrick's Poems. Certain of his words and 
turns of phrase make you think of others, and others 
keep rix^iiig in your memoiy as you read ; but when 
you recall them, you begin to suspect coincidence 
rather than knowledge, and o' times arc amused to 
find that Hetiick is the precursor not follower. It 

' Inflnitmg tboK in tbc lodcx erf Names, the Ibllowmg it ia be* 
liered gire iifenDccs to rtaj Epigram in Maitial to whidi in the 
■GgbteM my Hcnidk allndet ; moat an TC17 sliglHl]> indeed i«- 
membtfcid : B. 1, The KaOxa to hia Book (3}, To Cbmt (4), To 
Dcdanns (8), To Jaliiis (15), To Aelia (19), To Flaccns (j;). Of 
Uanneia ^3)1 B. II, To PoMnmos (10) — pertiaps the name of 
Wictas (■ t^]MbaIntI•') was takoi from this and otbcn kindnd; 
To PannicQs (36), To CnJlianni (37), To Oloa (68), ToOnintilian 
(90)1 B.in,On8abdidns(i7)i B. IV, On Cleopatra hii wife (u). 
To Donitiaa (17), To Hippodamu (31), On a Bee endoud in 
Ambei (59)1 B. V, To hii Readcra ()], To Bqpilu* (lo) : B. VI, 
To Harcianna (70) 1 B. vn. To his Book (B4), On Papiltu (94) i 
B.VIU,Toafrknd(i^i B. XI, To his Readere (16) 1 B. XUt~ 
occasional dishes an recalled. The fingen of a. single band will 
mm ap actual inddMedoess to Haitial. Calulliu and Horace and 
Anacieon lomiih a much more pervading ^meni. 
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may interest to give a few examples. In the place 1 
bare quoted Milton in 

" When I thy singing next shall heare 
He wish I might tume all to tare." (\<A. !, p. 38.) 

Hook's Amanda — a sony affair as a whole, but with 
some few glorious things in it — has the same odd 
fancy : — 

" Sing on sweet Chauiitresse soul of mdodie; 
Oosely attentive to thy hannonie ; 
The Heavens check't and stop't their mmbling spheres. 
And all the world tun^d itutf into eara." (p. 19.) 

Nothing could be mote unhappy than ' rumbling ' 
t^lied to the great silent 'spheres,' and there is a 
dash of the grotesque in the huge impersonation of 
'the wcffld' — "tum'd into eBrcs." Still, the idea is 
tboe, and as Hook's Poems drculated long in Manu- 
script, it is quite possible it was oHjpnal to him. 
William Caitwright in his " Young Lord to his Mis- 
tress who had taught him a Song," has it also .' — 

" Whose Sounds do make me wish I were 
Either all Voice, or else all Eare." 

(Poems 16, p. 308.) 
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The conceit in " Electra's Tears," that from them 
«pna% sweet floweis, is frequent bdbre and after. 
Ncme has used it with more gradousness than Sir 
William Batenamt, as thus : — 

" My Grave with Flowera let Virgins stniw i 
Which, if thy Teans fall near them. 
May so transcend in Scent and Show, 
As thou wilt shortly weare them. 

Such Flowen how mudi will Florists prize, 

Whkh on a Lover growing. 
Are waler'd with his Mistress eyes, 

V^^th pi^ ever flowing. 
A Grave so deckt, wiU, though thou art 

Yet fearful to come nie me. 
Provoke thee straite to break thy heart. 

And lie down bcJdly by me. 

Then ev'ry where all Bells shall ring. 

All LJght to Darkness turning. 
Whilst ev'ry Quire shall sadly sing. 

And Natures self weare mourning. 
Yet we hereafter may be found. 

By destinies right placing. 
Making like Flowers, Love under Ground, 

Whose Rootes are still embradng." 

(Works folio p. 31S.) 
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In the lines " To Oenone " we have this app&i i — 

" For diame or pitty now endine. 
To play a bvin^ part i 
Either to send me kindly thine. 
Or pve me back tny heart." 

(Vol. II. p. III.) 



Compsre this with Snt Johk Suckling ( 
1659, p. 6) :— 

" 1 prethee lend me back my beait. 
Since I can not have thine : 
For if from yours you will not part. 
Why then should'st thou have mine V 

His " Dreame " (Vol IL, p. 84) is of a slighter build 
than Cartwrij^f s, as thus : — 

" I dream'd I saw my self lye dead. 

And that my bed my coffin grew r 
Silence and Sleep this strange sight bred, 

But wak'd I found I liv'd anew. 
Looking next mom on your bright face. 

Mine Eyes bequeath'd mine Heart fresh pain, 
A Dart rush'd in with every Grace, 

And so I kill'd my self again ; 
O Eyes, what shall distressed Lovers do 
If open you can kill, if shut you view." 

(Poems, as before, p. 113.) 
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Again, " Upoo Electn " : — 

"When oot of bed my love doth ^rin^. 
'Tit b^t a* day a-kindling t 
But when ihe'a up and fully dnst, 
'Tit tkm iroad Day iMreugkoat lit Rut." 

(V<d.II., p. 86.) 

I am wiQiBg to brieve that Heirick may have thought 
hen of Chancer : — 

** Up toos the Sonne, and up rose Bmelye." 

(Knight's Tale : Vol. I., p. 163, Bell.) 



" Awakc^ awalu^ break through your Vwlea o( Lawne 1 
Then draw your Curtains and b^n the Dawne." 

(Ag before, p. 330.} 

Daintier than all is Spenser's Una, who " made a sun- 
shine in a shady place" (F.Q. b.L c 3). Heiiick's, as 
Sidney's " bean blossoms " and their rich fragrance is 
one of several like bvourites in the Haperidu. So too 
Suckling addressing Henick's Countess of Carlisle, as 
did Cutwii^t and Waller and odiers, ungs : — 

" Didst dwu not find the place inspir'd. 
And flow'rs as if dwy had desir'd 
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No other Sun, start from thdr beds. 
And for a sight steal out thrir beads I 
Heardat thou not musick wben she talk't f 
And didst not find that as she walkt 
She threw rare perfumes all about 
Such as bean-blossoms newly out. 

Or chafid spices give I 

" Upon mjr Lady Cariiles wallcing in Hamp- 
ton Giuit Garden." (16461P. a6.) 

The "Apron of Flowers" (VoL II., p. 949) has a fine 
parallel in a Poet who is too Utde known, Thomas 
Stanley, as thus 1 — 

" Favonius the milder breath o' Ih' Spritig, 
When proudly bearing on his softer wing 
Rich odours, which from the Panchean groves 
He steals, as by the Pheniz pyre he moves, 
Profusdy doth his sweeter theft dispence 
To the next Roses blushing innocence. 
But from the grateful Flower, a richer scent 
He back receives then he unto it lent. 
Then laden with his odours richest store. 
He to thy Breath basts I to vi4iich these are poor ; 
Which «4nlst die amorous wind to steal essates. 
He, like a wanton Low 'bout tbee playes, &c." 

(Poems 1651, p. 6.) 

It were easy to add almost ad infimhim to such 
parallels. They practically leave Heirick's originali^ 
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untouched. Of hisandcipatioiuoflater Poets the most 
notewoitliy are these two : — 

"A good death. 
For truth I may this sentence tdl 
No man dies ill, that liveth well." 

(VtA. III. p. 66.) 
and 
" Si?u loath'd, and yet lev'd. 
Shame diecks our first attempts ; but then 'tis prov'd, 
Sms first dislik'd, are after that belov'd." 

(Vol. III. p. 156.) 

The first has been re'.wntten by Pope, thus : — 

" For modes of faith let graceless zealots fight i 
He can't be wrong whose life is in the right." 

(Essay on Man, ep. iii. I. 305.)' 

The second also by him, thus : — 

" Vice is a monster of so frightful mien, 
As to be haled, needs but to be seen ; 
Yet, seen too oft, familiar with her face. 
We first endure, then pity, then embrace." 

[Essay on Man, ep. ii. I. 317.) 



xtet Mill Cowley 01 
" His budi, pahaps, io some nks tenets might 
Be wrongi his lift, I'm lute was in the righL" 
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IlnaUy here, if the Reader will turn to "The Coimtiy 
Life" (Vol IL pp. au-15) and then to *■ L'Allegro," 
I shall be indeed mistaken if it be not conceded that 
Milton remembered it to advantage therein. 

5. His Saertd Vent. I am aware that it is usual 
to r^jard NtAle Numbers as an infinite felling off 
from Haperides; nor would I di^nite the verdict on 
bis Sacred Verse, taken as a whole. None the less is 
it true that there are things in Noble Numbers Uiat 
only a man of unique genius could have written. Dr. 
George Macdonald, in " Antiphon," seems to roe to 
hold the scales tytxAy, and to bring out spedalities 
worth bringing out It is a joy to let such a Critic speak 
for one, as thus (not omitting repetitions of prior given 
facts) : — " We now come to a new sort, both of man 
and poet — still a clergyman. It is an especial pleastue 
to write the name of Robert Hoiick among the poets 
<rf religion, for the very act records that the jolly cane- 
less Anacreon of the church, with his head and heart 
crowded with pleasures, threw down at length his 
wine^cup, tore the roses &om his head, and knelt in the 
dust 

" Nothing bears Henick's name so unrefined as the 
things Dr. Donne wrote in his youth ; but the inqires- 
sion made by his earUer poems is of a man of far 
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shaliower nature, and greatly moie absorbed in the 
ddigjits of tbe passing hour. In the year 1648, when 
he was fifty^seren years of age, being prominent as a 
Royalist, he was ejected &om his living by the 
dominant Puritans ; and in that same year he pub- 
lished his poems, of which the latta part and later 
written is his Noble Numbtn, or religious poems. 
We may wonder at his publishing the Heiperides along 
with them, but we must not foiget that, while the 
manneis of a time are never to be taken as a justifica- 
tion of what is wrong, the judgment of man concerning 
what is wrong will be greatly mfluenced by those 
manners — not necessarily on the side of laxity. It is 
but fiiir to receive his own testimony concerning 
himself offered in these two lines printed at the dose 
ofh 



'To his Book's end this last line he'd have plac't. 
Joeond hit Mute wa, ha kit Lift wa fkatt.' ' 

* tknkk no doubt wai thinUiig of 0*id (TiiaL □. 353-4). 
Ccedemihi, mona aiataat acaimiaa luMrii 
Vita Teracmida est, Hiuajocosa, mihi ;" 
■nd aXto potiaps of Martial (I. t.) " LBaava eat nobis pagina, vita 
pmba ex." Camrriglit wai <eva« on the Poet's ipologT — fbr 
cotaial]' it wa« intended — wtacn he wrote of Jonscm : — " No need 
to make good connt'nBnGc HI, and use the plea of strict life ibr a 
looset ^lnse''(nKIn•,aIbd0fCp.3>ti• 
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"We find the same artist in the JfoUk Mimiers as in 
the Mapetides, but hardly the same man. However 
Su he may have been from ±e model of a dergyman 
in the eailier period of his histoiy, partly, no doubt, 
from the society to which his power of song made him 
acceptable, I cannot believe that these later poems are 
die results of mood, still less the result of mere pro- 
fessional bias, or even sense of professional duty; 

" In a good many of his poems he touches the heart of 
truth ; in others, ev&i those of epigrammatic form, 
he must be allowed to fail in point as well as in 
meaning. As to his art-fonns, he is guilty of great 
ofEences, the result of the same passion for lawless 
figures and similitudes which Dr. Donne so freely 
indulged. But his verses are brightened by a certain 
almost childishly quaint and innocent humour ; while 
the toidemess of some of them rises on the reader like 
die aurora of the coming sun of George Herbert I 
do not forget that even if some of his poems were 
printed in 1639 [1635], years before that Gecnge 
Herbert had done Ms work and gone home : my figure 
stands in relation to the order I have adcq>ted. Some 
of his verse is homelier than even George Herbert's 
homeliest One of its most remarkable traits is a 
quaint thanksgivmg for the commonest things by name 
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— not the loa real that it ii loiiMtiiiies eren queer. 
For instaooe: 

•To God. 
God gives not onely come, [or need. 
But Ukewue mp'rabundant seed ; 
Bread Ibr our service, bread for shew i 
Meat for our meales, and fragments too : 
He ^ves not poorly, taking some 
Between the finger, and the thumb ; 
But, for our glut, and for our storey 
Fine flowre prest down, and running o're.' 

" Here is anodier, dehghtfiil in its oddity. We can 
fiuKy the merry yet gradous poet chuckling over the 
vision of the child and the fimcy of his words. 

'A Grate for a Child. 
Mere a little child I stand. 
Heaving up my dther hand ; 
Cold as Paddocks though they be. 
Here I lift them up to Thee, 
For a Beniion to fall 
On our meat, and on us all. Amen.' 

(Vol. III. M». 158^.) 

" I shall now give two or three of his longer poems, 
which are not long, and then a flew of bis shoft ones. 
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The belt known is the fcdlowiiig, Init it is not so i 
known that I most therefore omit it 



' m* LetanU, to the Holy S^rit. 

I. In the houre of my distresse, 

When temptatknu me oppresse/ Ice. 



• Tie Whke hlandt or place t^ the BUu, 

In this world (the /*/« of Dreamea) 
While we ^t by sorrowes streames,* be 



Thou Ud'st me come away. 
And rie no longer stay/ fi^c. 



1. O Yearesi andAgel Farewell: 

Behold I go, 
Where 1 do know 
Infinitietodwdl. 

2. And these mine eyes shall see 

All times, how they 
Arc lost i' th' Sea 
Of vast Eternitie. 
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3. Where never Moone shall «way 
The Surras ; but she 
And Night, ^lall be 
Drown'd in one endlesse Day. 

' The goodnau of hU Gad. 

When Winds and Seas do rage 

And threaten to undo me. 
Thou dost their wrath asswage, 

U I but call unto Thee. 

A mighty storm last night 
Did seek my soule to swallow. 

But by the peep of light 
A gentle calm did fdlow. 

What need I then despaire. 
Though ills stand round about me ; 

Snce mischiefs neither dare 
To bark, or bite without Thee i ' 

•To God. 
Lord, I am like to MitUtot 
Which has no root, and cannot grow. 
Or prosper, but by that same tree 
It clings about t so I by Thee. 
What need I then to feare at all, 
So long as I about Thee craule f 
But if that Tree sho'd fall, and die. 
Tumble shall heav'n, and down will 1/ 
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" Here are now a few chosen fit>tn many that — to bor- 
row a tenn from Crashaw — might be called Divine 
Epigrams. 



• God, when He's angry,' Sec. 
'God can't be wrathful,' Sic. 
' 'Tis hard to find God,' &c. 
' God's rod doth watch,' 8cc 
' A man's transgression,' Sec. 
'God, when He takes,' &c. 
' Humble we must be,' &c. 
' God Who's in Heaven,' Sic. 
' The same who crowns,' &c. 
' God is so potent,' &c. 
' Faradise is,' &c. 
' Heaven is not given,' &c. 



Vol. III. p. 121 



p. aij. 

p. 133. 
p. 135. 
p. 151. 
p. 156.) 
p. 156.) 



p. 191 
p. 191 
p. 303. 



One more for tlie saJce of Maitha, smiled at by so 
many because they are incapable either of her blame 
«r her sister's praise. 

' The repetition of the name, made known 
No other than Christ's full affection.' 

(Vol. ill. p. igi.) 

And so farewell to the veiy lovable Robert Herrick." 
{pp. 163-171). Turning back on these " good words," 
it may be that some, reading his " Letanie" for tits first 
time, or reading it afresh, may be di^msed to wonder 
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if not to condemn its levities, and if disposed to be 
baish, mi^t even sajr that the ass^ ear posists in 
peeping out of Herrick's cleanest night-cap. But in 
biit such as these in his " Letanie " — 

" Whtn the artletse doctor sw* ^-wUhout tkill 
No one hope, bta of hiifeet. 
And his sluU nins on the lees ; 

Sweet Spirit, comfort me I 



When the iapcn now bume Uew, 
And ike comforters are fettf. 
And that number more then true ; 
Sweet Spirit, comfort me I" 

diere leally was no irreverence, nothing save irrepress- 
ible humour and sense of the lidiculous side of human 
nature, and scom of all unrealities.^ It is of kin with 
Sir Thomas Mote's jest within the gleam of the heads- 

' ' Ait-lessc' WbcD I put ' withoat skill ' in the marpn in its 
plaoe, I thoug-ht of ^mraning-u — akillcsaneasotignomiceiaad 
oertainlj' h mig-hl well t^ij to the then connOf practitionei in 
Derooshin. Mj good friend Dr. Nidiolaon ragfreMs Aat hi* 
■kOlasneai fneod die pabent's state (supposed) la InEcnded, and so 
—when die doctoi's an ba* become skilless or unable to reUere or 
tKtt. This seems to be saggested bjr tbe 'skill' of thiid tine— 
which otherwise ii a>DtTadictor]r — and Tields a finer meaning. 
TbefCfemainsdiejcKontbe 'fees,' with its further hint at isoladon. 
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mitti's axe, and such sallies as have broken from your 
witty men from stout Gilbert (Raleigh's brother-in-law) 
to Robeit fiuniE and Sydney Smith. I'd rather have 
outspoken sincerity than sancdmonious demureness. 
The incidental mention of George Herbert reminds us 
that though his contemporary at Cambridge, JVeiU 
Numben shews only one distant echo of " The 
Temple" in "His Saviour'sWords,goingto the Crosse" 
{Vol III. p. ai9) and « Good Friday " (VoL III. ai6). 
It has a touch of " a. The Sacrifice," just as in 
" Corinna going a-Maying " there may be heard the 
sweet urgency of Richard Ciashaw in his poem of "The 
Morning" (Works I. pp. 337-9 1° F- W> L.)- It ^ 
somewhat and inevitably repetitive, but Mr. Gosse's 
criticism of the sacred Verse must also be given if, in 
one instance at least, I must again dissent emphatic- 
ally. Thus he writes : — 

" Appended to the Haperides, but bearing date one 
year earlier, is a little book of poems, similar to these 
in outward form, but dealing with sacred subjects. 
Here our pagan priest is seen, despoiled of his vine- 
wreath and his thyrsus, doing penance in a while 
sheet, and with a candle in his hand. That rubicund 
visage, with its sly eye and prodigious jowl, looks 
ludicrously out of place in the penitential suiplice; 
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but be is evidently sincere, though not veiy deep, in 
his lepentance, and sings hymns of &ultless orthodoxy, 
with a loud and lusty voice, to the old pagan airs. Yet 
they are sot inspiritiug reading, save where they are 
least Christian ; there is none of the religious passion 
of Ciashaw, burning the weak heart away in a flame 
of adotatioD, none of the sweet and sober devotion of 
Herbert, nothing, indeed, from an ecclesiastical point 
of view, so good as the best of Vaug^ian the Silurist ; 
where the NoMe Numbert are most readable is where 
they are most secular. One sees the same spirit here 
as throughout the worldly poems ; in a charming little 
Ode to Jesus he wishes the Saviour to be crowned with 
roses and daffodils, and laid in a neat white osier 
cradle ; in 7^ Present, he will take a rose to Christ, 
and sticking it in His stomacher, b^ foi one ' melli- 
fluous kiss.' The epigrams of the earlier volume are 
replaced in the Nc^le Numbers by a series of couplets, 
attempting to define the nature of God, of which none 
equals in neatness this, which is the last : — 

' Of a]l the good things whatsoe'er we do 
God is the 'A/>x4 and the Tc\ot too.' 

As might be expected, bis religion is as grossly 
anthropomorphic as it is possible to be. He almost 
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siupasses those mediaeval priests of Ficardf who 
brought such waxen images to the Madonna's shrine 
as no altar had seen since the cult of the Lampsacene, 
in certain verses on the Circumd^n, verses that are 
more revolting in thor grossness than any of those 
erotic poems — 

'unbaptised rhymes 
Writ in my wild unhallowed times ' — 

for which he so ostentatiously demands absolurioiL It 
is pleasant to turn &om these to the three or four 
pieces that are in every way worthy of his genius. Of 
these the tenderest is the mumkigm^, where he is 
delightfully confidential about bis food, thus : — 

' Lord, I confess, too, when I dine 

The pulse ia Thine, 
And all those other bits, that be 

Placed there by Thee ; 
The worts, the purslain, and the mess 

Of » 



'Tis thou that crown'st my glittering hearth 

With guiltless mirth. 
And giv'st me wassail-bo«^ to drink. 

Spiced to the brink.' 

And about his house : — 
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' Like as my pariour, so my hall 
And kitchen's small, 
A little buttery, and therein 
A little bin.' 

" The wild and spirited Letanie is too well known to 
be quoted here, but there are two vety fine odes in the 
NoNe Ntimben that are hardly so familiar. One is the 
'Dirge of Jepdiah's Daughter,' written in a wonder- 
fully muacal and pathetic measure, and fiill of fine 
I, of iriiich this is a. fair sample : — 



' May HO wolf howi, at screech-owl stir 
A wing about thy sepulchre I 
No boisterous winds or storms come hither 

To starve or wither 
Thy scft sweet earth, but, like a spring. 
Love keep it ever flourishing.' 

" But beyond question the deverest and at die same 
time the most odd poem in the NiAU Num&en is 
'The Widow's Tears ; or, Diige of DOTcas,' a lyrical 
chorus supposed to be wailed out by the widows over 
the deathbed of Tabttha. The bereaved ladies tCs- 
jpace diemselves, unfortunately, by the greediness of 
their re^p!ets, dwelling on the loss to them of the bread 
— 'ay! and the flesh, for and the fish' — that Dorcas 
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was wont to give tfaem ; but the poem has stanzas of 
maivelloiis grace and delicacy, and the metre in which 
it is written is peculiarly sweet But truly Herrick's 
fwte did not tie in hynm-wiiting, nor was he able to 
refrain from ^r^ous errors of taste, whenever he 
attempted to reduce his laughing features to a prq>er 
clerical gravity. Of all his solecisms, however, none is 
so monstrous as one almost incredible poem ' To God,' 
in which he gravely encourages the Divine Being to read 
his secular poems, assuring Him that 

' Thou, my God, ma/st on this impure look. 
Yet take no tincture from my sinful book.' 

For unconsdouE impiety this rivals the ^jnous passage 
in which Robert Montgomery exhorted God to ' pause 
and think.'" (pp. 187-8). The supposed ' solecism ' is 
surely a misapprehension. It is the utterance of peni- 
tent humility which discerns imperfectioii and stain 
00 its best, and rejoices to think of Him who is the 
Light condescending to look on his Poems foigivin^y; 
and the 'take no tincture ' is not a bathetic but a pathetic 
version of Isaiah's cry : " Wo is me I for I am un- 
done ; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell 
in the midst of a people of unclean lips : for mine 
eyes have seoi the King, the Lord of Hosts " (VI. 5). 
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Accordingly I have enforced it (in hce) irith a tine 
from Cowper. 

V. Sis assurance of fame. This is too large an ele- 
ment in the Poetiy or Henick to be left un-noted. Any 
one vrtio studies (he eariy literature of T^nglan^l must 
have been struck widi the grotesquely impossible expec- 
tations of immortality cherished and published by mere 
Vdsifieis. You have the most serene self4audation 
and accusing committal of their Poems to the next cen- 
tury as distinguished from an ignorant and unsympa- 
thetic present time. The contrast between the Hope 
and its lidlure has no doubt its kidicrous side, but it 
has also something of pathos. But when you find 
not merely aspiration but achievement, not only 
prediction but the very ' stuff' of the imperishable, 
you do well to pause and meditate ; for no man who 
could write the " Mad Maid's Song," or " The Prim- 
roses fiU'd with dew," or other of Hetrick's pieces 
already marked and examined, is to be r^arded as an 
E^pdst in joyously and in perfect words singing his 
assurance of bme, especially when, as in his case, the 
immortality counted on is unexaggerate and modest, 
and symbolized by the dew from the sky, not the great 
dome of the sky itself, or as least and lowliest wild- 
flowers live securely from age to age, carrying in 
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their bosom the tinj bit of colour, w the censer of fra- 
grance ^veo them by Him who is The Gardener. The 
])retender's assuisoce of ' Eune ' is a tribute as it is a 
foil to the tiue man's. It is to be questioned if there 
can be actuality of possession <tf capacity above the ordi- 
nary and yet uncoasciousneas of it ; and if consciously 
held, it is simple tiueness to the foct to utter it out 
Harick's possession will not be ^insayed ; nor his 
positive guerdons ; nor the certainty of an ondying 
memory within his own self-chosen re»lm of bright and 
dainty, nual-breathed and divinely simple Poetry, with 
o' times celestial tones as of the Laric " soaring and 
singing, singing and soaring," ri^ up to " Heaven's 
gate." Quotations already made mig}it suffice to con- 
firm his assurance of fame. But the " thirst for &me," 
as Mi. Gosse shews, " is unsatiable, and his hope of 
gaining it intense "; his poetiy is " his life and his 
pyramides," a living pillar, never " to be thrown down 
by envious Time," and it shall be the " honour of great 
mu^cians to set his pieces to music when he is dead " 
(as before, p. i8o). Hence it demands more specific 
exemplification. His anticipation as to 'good mu- 
sicians ' deeming it an ' honour ' to ' set ' his poems to 
music, was abundandy fulfilled. Lantere and Wilson, 
the Lawes and the most famous of the next generation 
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did so ; and 'tis pity that to-day the Hespmdts is not 
mne seaicfaed for worthier words than are fiiimshed 
tor oontempoiaiy music ' At Court ' both his sacred 
and secular pieces were " set to music," and sung at 
Whitehall and elsewhere. But this was a mere acci- 
dent of that ' fiune ' concerning which he cherished an 
assurance. He ' sang ' perfectly, certain that his notes 
were true. He ' described,' and he was equally certun 
that he gave back in his poems what he saw. He 
' painted ' and tha« could be no question of the 
genuineness of his colours (as his epithets). He gave 
' praise ' to anodier and another who sought a place in 
his ' Book of the Just,' and he had the seer's burdened 
eye to discern that it would endure, whatever might 
become of the peisonality celebrated. And so through- 
out. 

The most absolute expression of his assurance of 
&meas a Poet is " His Poetrie his Pillar" (Vol. L, p. 
146) ; but others strike the same key, e-g. 

"On hittue(fe. 
Uve by thy Muse thou shalt ; when others die. 
Leaving no Fame to long Posterity : 
When Monarchies trans-shifted are, and gone ; 
Here shall endure thy vast Dominion." 

(Vol. II. p. 181.) 
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Thou art a plant sprung up to wither never. 
But like a Laurell, to grow green for ever." 

(Vol. 1. p. 171.) 

N<M' must his before^nentioned hope through mu- 
sicians be omitted: — 

" Ufon himself. 
Thou dialt not All die ; for while Love's fire 

Upon his Altar, men shall read thy lines; 
And leam'd Musicians shall to honour Herriekt 
Fame, and his Name, both set, and sing his Lyricks." 
(Vol. II. p. 66.) 

Still more characteristic is his 

" Poetty ptrpetuata tht Poet. 

Here I my selfe m^t likewise die. 
And utterly forgotten lye. 
But that etemall Poetrie 
RepuUulation gives me here 
Unto the thirtieth thousand yeere. 
When all now dead shall re^appeare." 

{Vol. II. p. 373.) 

Finer and deeper still is his " To live merrily, and to 
trust to good verses " : — 
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" Trust to good Venes then ; 
They onely will asfnr^ 
When Pyramids, as men. 
Are lost, i'th'funerall fire. 

And when all Bodies meet 

In Lttht to be drown'd ; 
Then ondy Numbers sweet, 

With endless life are crown'd." 

(Vol. 1. p. 140.) 

Tliese must sufiice. The asgurance is positive, but, I 
Tcpeat, is modest It is as the Poet of Love's altar-fire 
and as 'sweet' he grotmds his Hope. There are 
behind this — like die horizon stretching away beyond 
the barest patch of moorlandr— gnome-words declara- 
tive of a ' vast dominion * and of ' etenull ' renown ; 
yet is his self-estimate humble and nicdy true to his 
self-knowledge. I think our dwelling upon it oug^t to 
guide to more proportionate recognition of his genius, 
that is, to the full extent he asserts. 

VI. Bis Fbtitmt. It will be noticed that Mr. 
Gosse speaks of the " prodigious jowl " of HcrricL 
This 9u£5ces to convince me that be has been taking 
either the preposterous enlargement by Schiavonetti 
(in Notfs Selections, 1810), or the equally untrue 
lesser enlargement of Worthington (Pickering, 1846), 
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or the Still more moattrous litlu^raph in Walfbrd's 
editbn (1869^— coarse and vulgar — as the real like- 
ness of our Poet None of these has aaj truth in it, 
contrariwise, are lying in feature and expression and 
everything. Lord Duodrennan's woodcut (1833) is 
an outrage; That in the Library of Old Authois 
(nominally Mr. Hazlitfs) irtiich reproduces the whole 
of the original engtaving of ffaperida (1648) is a 
great advance on all the others, or, rather, while it 
shows conscientious work, the others are not for a mo- 
ment to be regarded. I was extremely anxious to give 
one truer still ; and, unless I very much mistake, ours 
will be accepted as closer to the original than anytiiing 
hitherta The engraver (Mr. W. J. Alais) has made it 
a task of love ; and the admirer of Herrick has now a 
genuine replica (enlarged) of dut Portrait which he 
himself gave to the world, and which in its most 
commanding aquiline nose, and twinkling eye imdo' its 
arched and shaggy pent-house, and slight moustache, 
and short upper lip, and massive under-jaw, and 
'juicy' neck, with much of the voluptuous force of the 
best type among the Roman emperors, and affluent 
cutis, intoprets to us his Book, and unmistakid>ly gives 
us assurance of a Man, every inch of himu It speaks 
much for his independence that at a time when pre- 



oyGooglc 



MBMORIAL-ISTRODUCTION. cdxxi. 

fatoiy veise-eulogies were the rule, and their absence 
almost the exception, his Book came out with his own 
■elf in it alone, save in the engraved Latin tines under- 
Death his bust-portrait The I. H. C of these Lines I 
talce to have been young John Hall, of Cambridge — to 
whom in turn Herrick addressed a panegyric (Vol III., 
pp. 3 7-8). Curiously enough, even Lord Duodiennan 
and other after-critics have left uncorrected such plain 
cnois as 'minor es ' fiai ' minores,' and 'major es' for 
' m^ores,' which, as Marshall was the engtaver, recalls 
Milton's Greek, that he caused his unfortunate engraver 
innocendy to place under his portrait. It may fitly 
close these spedalities to give the Verses and our verse- 
translarion : — 

"Tempora cinxisset Foliorum densior umbra ; 
Debetur Genio Laurea Sylva tuo. 
Tvmpora et Ilia Tibi mollis redimisset Oliva ; 

Scilicet exdudis Versibus Arma tuis. 
Admisces Antiqua Novis, Jocunda Sevens : 

Hinc Juvenis discat, Foemina, Virgo, Senex 
Vt solo minores Phoebo, sic majores Unus 
Omnibus Ingcnio, Mente Leporc, Stylo. 
Scripsit I. H. C." 

In English ta]ce this ; — 

A denser shade of leaves thy brows should tund ; 
A Uurd grove is due to such a mind. 
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The peaceful otive should those brows entwine. 
For arms are banished from such verse as thine. 
Old things with new thou blendest, grave with gay : 
Hence young and old, mother and matd may say, 
Phcebus except, all dse thou dost outvie 
In st^e^ and beauty, and capacity. 

Let Charles Short ("Selections" 1839) and die 
Retrospeetivt Review, now dose these ''cridcal' observa- 
tions. The fonner thus speaks : — " Forgetting bis 
blemishes, and only estimating the character and tS- 
fusions of hia felicitous genius, Herridc may safely be 
pronounced one of the greatest of the English lyric 
poets ; alternately gay and serious, lively and tender, 
descriptive and didactic, his pages also record many 
curious national customs and traditions ; and if this 
had been his only merit, he might have deserved 
thanks at least, and not severe censure. Then again, 
he makes incursions into fairy-land with infinite success, 
and these may be truly said to rival even Shakespeare 
himself'' {p. 34). Nexl^ the Retnspative Review 
(VoL V. i8m) : — " Herrick is the most joyous and 
{^adsome of the bards, «nging like the grasshopper, as 
if he never would grow old; he is as fresh as the 
Spring, as blithe as Summer, and as ripe as Autumn. 
We know of no English poet who is so abandonntf, as 
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the French term it, who so wholly gives hinudf up to 
his present feelings, who is so much heart and soul in 
what he writes, and this not on one subject only, but 
cm all subjects alike. The spirit of song dances in his 
veins, and flHtters around bis lips — now bursting into 
the joyM and heaity voice of the Epicurean, some- 
times breathing forth strains soft as the sigh ctf ' buried 
love ' ; and sometimes uttering feelings of the most 
delicate peosivenesB. His poems resemble a luxuriant 
meadow, hill of king-cups and wild flowers, or a July 
firmament qwdJing with a myriad of stars. His fanc^ 
fied upon all the box and sweet things of natuie ; it is 
redolent of idhcs and geraniums ; it is as bri^t and 
airy as the thistle-down, or the bubbles which laughing 
boys blow into the air, where they float in a waving Une 
of beau^. like the sun, it communicates a delight 
and glaHfiPM to everything it shines upon, and is as 
bright and radiant as his beams ; and yet many of his 
pieces conclude with the softest touches oS sensibility 
and feeling. Indeed, it is that delicate pathos which 
is, at the same time, natural and almost playftii, which 
most charms us in the writings of Herrick. And as for 
his versification, it presents one of the most varied 
specimens of the rhythmical harmtmy in the language. 
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flowing with an almost wonderful grace and flexibility " 
(pp. 157-8). Again: "And now farewell, young 
Herrick ! for young is thy poetry as thy wisdom is old : 
and mayest thou flourish in immortal youth, thou boon 
companion and most jocund songster ! May thy purest 
poems be piped fiom hill to hill, throughout England ; 
and thy spirit, tinged with superstitious lore, be glad- 
dened by the music ! May the flowers breath incense 
to thy bxat, for thou hast not left one of them unsung! 
May the solitary springs and circuroambieot air murmur 
thy praises as thou hast warbled theirs ! And may 
those who love well sing, and those who love well, ti^ 
sweet panegyrics to thy memory 1 Ours shall not be 
wanting, for we have read thee much, aiul would &in 
hope that this our paper, being nearly all made of thy 
thoughts and language, may be liked as well as one like 
thee is" (pp. i79-r8o). 

A " sweet singer " of Devonshire {Mortimer Collins) 
has paid recent tribute to our Poet ; and if it be some- 
what diin, and if it be an anachronism at dtis time o' 
day to connect 'hypocrite' with OUver Cromwell, and 
an impertinence to characterize the heroic and most 
real Christianity of the Puritans and Nonconformists 
as 'cant,' it were pity to lose the little lilt. So "an' 
it please thee," Reader, you have it : — 
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Sirat^Ecly quiet are Devon's green glades 

Under Apollo's noontide anger; 
And the madid eyes o( Devonshire maids [moist (wa 

Are full of a sweet and dream]' languor, didut) 
Terribly twaddles the dreary " Times," — 

Little is good that's neoteric ; 
So I'll lie on the turf beneath the limes 

With a bottle of claret and rare old Herricfc. 



Rare cdd Herrick, the Cavalier Vicar 

Of pleasant Dean Prior by Totnes Town, — 
Rather too wont in Ebaming hquor 

The cares of those troublous times to drown,— 
Of wicked wit by no means chary, — 

Of ruddy lips not at all afraid ; 
If you gave him milk in a Devonshire Dairy 

He'd probably kiss the Dairymaid. 



But loyal and true to Charles the Martyr, 

To his high profession not untrue, 
A poet who strained the poet's charter 

Beyond its limits a pcunt or two ; 
Lover of ruby and amber wine. 

Of joyous humour and charming girls. 
Hater of cant about things divine. 

Of hypocrite Cromwell and all his churls. 
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None ever touched with so fine a finger 

The delicate lyre of English rhyme; 
He loved anud fresh flowers tolii^er 

And he made their fragrance last through time j 
And the daffodil gnnring in Spring's soft ttxtck 

Haa a beauty mystic and esoteric. 
Since its brief bright life, two centuries back. 

Was made into verse by our Devonshire Herrick. 



Well the poet liked fair London dty ; 

He polished some of its chtricest gems. 
And wrote full many a lyric ditty. 

In taverns over the sparkling Thames : 
For those were the days when the Thanes ran dear 

Palace and shadowy lawn between, 
And bays glittarad with statdy cheer. 

And lig^t feet danced upon Charing green. 



London town is another affair 

Since Herrick wrote his perfect rhymes ; 
But Devon has the same Elysian air 

It had in the fine old Cavalier times; 
And he who cares little for all the hysteric 

Trash which the " well-informed " reader sees, 
Can't do better than study Herrick 

With a flask of claret under the trees." 

(Summer Songs by Mortimer Collins (i860) p. 114.) 
ALEXANDER B. GROSART. 
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RICHARD HEYRICK, OR 

HERRIC K. 

Ridiard Heyrick (or Heirick) is bf &t the most 
notable of the Heiricks (the Poet excepted), and as a 
striking contrast with his cousin, and as, moreover, 
hitherto overlooked, very much, it is most satis&ctoiy 
to be able to add here the following notices of him, for 
which I am indebted to my excellent friend W. A. 
Abram, Esq., of Blackburn, the Historian of Blackbum. 

" Richard Heyrick, third son of Sir William Heyrick, 
of Beaumanor Park, co. Leicester, was bom in London 
the 9th SepL, 1600. After receiving the elements of 
learning at Merchant Taylor's school, he entered at 
All Saints' College, Oxford ; took the degree of M. A. 
at the age of 30, and four years later, in 1624, was 
elected a fellow of his College. On the petition of his 
bther, to whom the Royal house was under obligation 
for pecuniary assistance, Richard Heyrick obtained 
from Charles the First, in the year r636, the promise 
of the reversion of the Wardenship of Manchester 
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CoU^ after the decease of Richard Munay, Kot B7 
the King's Chaiter to Cbiisfs Colt^e, Manchester, 
dated 30th Sept, 1635, Richard Heyrick was consti' 
tnted ' first warder of the said perpetual College.' He 
came into possession of this appointment, then woitii 
aboot jCjoo per annum, at the age of 36. In his 
ecclesiastical views, Warden Heyiidc was a puritan of 
Presbyterian tendencies in church government, and a 
vehement hater of P(q>ery and all its works. He 
preached several set discourses in the Manchester 
Collegiate Church, during the yean (638.40, against 
Popoy, which exhibit the intensity of his antagonism 
to tlie Roman system and its adherents in En^and. 
In 1641, be published in duodecimo ' Three Sermons 
[xeached at the Coll^pate Church, Manchester/ dedi- 
cated to the House of Commons ; one of the three 
sermons was preached on the public Fast Day, 8th 
July, r640. Warden Heyrick drafted the address of 
the Puritans of Lancashire to the Kii^, at the outset of 
the Civil War in 1644, iriiich was subscribed by sixty- 
four Kni^ts and esquires, fifty-five divines, 740 gende- 
men, and 7,000 freeholders and o±ers. The same 
year, somewhat later on, he was the first in Manchester 
to subscribe the Solemn League and Covenant During 
the war, the Warden stoudy upheld the cause of Par- 
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liaraent, and is said to hsve given the larger proportion 
of his official income to provide pay for the forces gar- 
risoning Manchester. In 1646, the sequestration by 
Paifiament included the revenues <rf the College and 
Church of Manchester ; but Warden Hejrick took the 
opportunity of an invitation to preach before the House 
of Commons to urge xa ^peal, which was successful, 
for the restoration of the estate of his CoU^e. He 
was a chief ^ent in the establishment of the Lancashire 
I^Ksbyteiy, Oct, 1646 ; and made a journey to London 
in that year. In 1649, ^^ Republican soldiers under 
Col Thomas Birch broke into the Chapter House of 
Manchester Collegiate Church, and seized the charters 
of its endowmoit, which the Warden vainly essayed to 
protect These deeds were sent to London, and were 
never recovered diereaftei. The Commissioners of 
sequestration granted to Herrick a small stipend of 
;^ioo per annum; but he regarded the Collie as 
dissolved, and ceased to use the title of Wardm. In 
1 65 1, Richard Heyrick was so imprudent as to proceed 
to London for the purpose of joining with some Fies- 
byterians there in an attempt to exdte a revolt against 
the Republican party then in the ascendant ; the con- 
sequence being that after the battle of Worcester 
Heyrick was arrested in Manchester, talten to London, 
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and imprisoned, along with his son-in-law, Mr. Johnson. 
Some of his confederates in the scheme of disaffection 
wee sentenced to death ; but friends at court protected 
Heyrick, and obt^ed his libvation. Mr. Heyrick is 
found presiding as Moderator at the synod of the 
Lancashire Presbytery in October, 1657 ; and in May, 
1658, he made a journey to London on church busi- 
ness. On the Rest<»adon tn 1660, the College of 
Manchester was reinstated, and its endowments re- 
stored ; but Heyrick was temporarily in danger of being 
supplanted in the office of Warden by one Dr. Woolley, 
a royalist partizan. Henry Newcome in his journal 
writes: — 'July 2, 1660, I heard of Mr. Heyrick's 
going to London ; the cause was his wardenship was 
claimed by Dr. Wolley, to whom King Charles I. in 
the beginning of the war had granted it, for Mr. H.'8 
delinquency; and so he was forced to go up to look after 
it' Eventually, the old Warden was restored to his 
fimction. Heyrick preached the sermon at the Col- 
legiate Church, Manchester, on the Coronation Day 
of Charles IL, Tuesday, April 33, 1661. This dis- 
course was printed by the Manchester Royalists, with 
an epistle to. the preacher prefixed, who was not con- 
sulted in the publication. Warden Heyrick confonoed, 
but with some show of reluctance and humiUation, 
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unda the Act of Unifonnit^ in 1663. He survired 
this change in hia profession five rears, and died, aged 
67, Aug, 6th, 1667. Mr. Newcome, his associate, records 
the event: — *I heard of the sudden and dai^erons 
sickness of poor Mr. Hejrick; insomuch that August ist 
[1667], I went on purpose to see him. I found lura 
very ill We returned to town on the Saturday, 
August jrd. August 5th was kept in private on hb 
bdialf. I went every day to see him ; and on Tuesday 
in the evening we had a report that he was better, and 
went up to see him towards evening, and he was de- 
clining fiut, insomuch that Mrs. Heyridc desired us 
not to leave her ; and we did stay, and was at prayer 
(ca him just as he died, about nine at night, on August 
6th (Tuesday). . . August 9th (Friday) we buried my 
old &iend and colleague." By his first wife, Hdlen, 
daughter of Thomas Coibit, of Spranston, ca Norfolk, 
Richard Heyrick had issue a son, Thomas, bom Sept 
9th, 16^2 ; and daughters, Mary, itunied Mr. John 
Johnson, of Manchester; and Elizabeth, married, 
April 17th, 1661, Rev. Richard Holbrook, of Salford. 
His seomd wife was Anna Maria, danf^ter of Mr. 
Erasmus Britton, merchant, of Hamburg ; hy her he 
had a son John, bom in 1653, and died young; and a 
dai^ter Hetlen, married Thomas Raddiffe, Esq. 
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Warden Heyrick's vill beais date May 6th, i66t. His 
tnemonal in Manchester Collegiate Church is a plate 
of copper, within an oaken &ame, and is fixed over 
the entiance to the Chi^>ter House. 



oyGoogle 



DiGoogle 



HESPERIDES, 



DiGoogle 



DiGoogle 



H ESPERIDES: 

THE WORKS 

BOTH 

HUMANE & DIVINE 

OF 

Robert Herrick Efq. 

Ovid. 
Effugimt avidai Carmina neftra Rogos. 
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TO THE MOST 

I LL VSTRI O VS, 

AND 

Moft Hopefull Prince, 
CHARLES, 

Prince of Wales.^ 

11 may my Book come forth tike 

Publique Day, 
' When fuch a Zighl as You are leads 

the way: 

Who are my Works Crtalor, and alone 
The Flame of it, and the Expanfimi. 
And look how all thofe heavenly Lamps acquire 
Light from the Sim, that iwxhaujled'' Fire: 
So all my Mam, and Evening Stars from You 
Have their Fxiftence, and their Influeiue too. 
Full is my Bool of Glories ; but all Thefe 
By You become Immortal! Subflanas. 




■ Afterwards Charles II. 



— inexhauKlbIc 
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FOr tlufe TVanJgrtfHom whuh thou ktrt deft fee, 
Condemnt the Printer, Reader, and not me i 
Who gave them forth good Grain, though he tniftook 
TTu Seed; foftmfd th^e Tares throughout my Book. 

Errata. 

PAge 33. line 10. read Soda [for 'rod'], p. 41. I. 19. r. 
Gotiert [for 'Goteire']. p. 65 I. 13. r. only one \iac 
•our], p. 83. I..a8. r, toft [for 'foh']. p. 88. I, 26. r, the 
fovjrie [for 'flowrie' without 'the'] p. 91. 1. 39. r. nuh fears 
[for ' Flesh-quakes ']. p. 136. I. 9. r. A> tha the [for ' the " 
dropped], p. 155. 1. 10. r. xuaskt or's to tell [for ' Washt o*re ']. 
p. 166. 1. 10. r. Ait Laehrinuo [for 'Lacrime']. p. 181. 1. 10. r. 
Ah woe it me, ^uoe, luM is me [for * Ah 1 ytot woc woe woe 
woe is me'], p. 183. 1. 9. r. and thy brest [for 'bed'] p. 301. 1. 
23. T.letchaa [for 'yet'], p. 330. I. 31, r. and hauing drunk [for 
'havink']. p. a6o. 1. 36. r. to rise [tor 'toldsse'] p. 335.1. 17. r. 
a tvife ai [for ' or a wife ']. 

In the Divine. 
Pag. 33. line 14. read where so ere he sees [for 'when be sees*]. 



Hitbeito omitted e.g. by Dandrmaan, Singer, Walfbrd, 
Hailitt. Dr. Natt adopu and adapts the venei to the eitata of his 
"Selections," (1810). The whole of these errata have been silently 
corrected in our leit. 
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7^ Argument of his Book. 
SING of Brooks, of Blessomes, Birds, 

and Sowers : 
Of April, May, of Jutu, and Julf- 
Flowers. 
I sing of May-poles, Hock-carts,* Wassails,^ Wakes f 
Of Bridegrooms, Brides, and of their Bridall-cakes. 
I write of Youth, of Love, and have Accesse 
By these, to sing of cleanly- Wantonnesse. 

* Hanrat-home can : the last loaded id tbe harvest So Hod- 
tide or fcsdval. It is curiously miiol up with the hinoiy of the 
Danes in England. Sec Bailey, i. s. " The Hock-cart, Vol. 1. pp. 

* Wusail or wasid (wacs had A. S. ■ be in health'} — a liquor 
made of apples, sugar and ale, which bdng fnel; partaken of at 
Christinas or Twelfth-dde, led 10 the woid meaniog — hilarious, if 
not drunken, bouts. So Shakespeare, "at wakes and wassails" 
(Lore's Labour Lost, t. 1}. 

' A watch or vigil, oidinarily with a corpse at night. 
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I sng of Dma, of Raina, and piece by piece 
Of Baime, of Oylt, of Spice, and Amber-Grua? 
I sing of 7Fm« trans-skiftif^; and I write 
How j7<v^ first came Red, and Z«f^ Whitf. 
I write of Gtwei, of Tunlighis, and I sing 
The Coart of Jfai, and of the Fairie-Ktng. 
I write <^ /&//,- I sing (and ever shaU) 
Of Heaven, and hope to have it after all. 

To his Muse. 
'IX/'HITHER, Madtitaiden, wilt thou roame 7 

Fanre safer 'twere to stay at home : 
Where thou tnayst sit, and piping please 
The poore and private Cottages. 
Snce Coats? and ffamlefs, best agree 
With this thy meaner Minstralsie. 

1 — Scs-bomuDbcTiM. amber giia (French)— oiu of the *aiieliea 
of Miibct. See Cotgravc and ootea Id Murell and Hettert, *. «. 
(Fnllei Wotthki' Libnty and AIiUdc Poets). 

" — cou, cottages, named in preceding liae. Bani6eld m spdU 

(Roxboigbe Gub edn). On tbe ' loie' of the word ' cote,' »ec H. Leo 

in his ticatisc oa Saxon Natnes of Places (Rectinidines SiagaUntm 

PenoDanim), tnnslated bj' B. Williams i London, iSjl, p. 55. 

Dr. Nott, In his " Sdectiona*' (1810), on U, 19.10 onward, antio- 

tates : Thus, too, Petraidi addresses and ooftdndes hi* iM Crasone: 

O poretella mta, come se* rozsa ; 

Credo die tel coriosdii 1 

Rimanli in qnetli ho«chi. 
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There wi& the Reed, thou majrst expresse 

The ^efdwrds Fleede hippinesse : 

And with thjr Mdi^tus intemuxe 

Some smooth, and hannlesse Bmivlkks? 

Hiere oo %. Hillock thou mayst ^ng 

Unto a haodsonte She^rfiaidlisg ; ' 

Or to a Girle (that keeps the Neat) * 

Wlb breadi more sweet then Violet 

There, there, (periuqw) sudi lines as These 

May take the simple VUlt^s, 

But for the Court, the Country wit 

Is despicable unto it 

Stay then at home, and doe not goe 

Or flie abroad to seeke for woe. 

Contempts in Courts and Cities dvell ; 

No Critidt haunts the Po(He mans CeO : 

Where tiiou mayst hear thine own Lines read 

%j no one tcR^ae, there, censurM. 

That man's unwise will search for 111, 

And may prevent it, sitting stilL 



•■putoral aoDga oi poema (bucolics). 
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7h his Bookt. 
'IIW'HILE tbou didst keep thy Candor* undefii'd, 

Deerely I Ictv'd thee ; as my fiist-bome child : 
Bnt when I saw thee wantonly to roame 
From house to house, and never stay at home ; 
I brake my bonds of Love, and bad thee goe, 
Regardlesse whether well thou sped'st, or no. 
On with thy fiRtunes then, what e^ they be ; 
If good lie smile, if bad lie sig^ for Thee. 

Afu>tlur. 
'pO read my Booke the Virgin 8hie 

May blush, (triiile Brutus * standeth by ;) 
But when He's gone, read throu^ wfaaf s writ. 
And never sttune a cheeke for it 

Another. 
IXT'HO with ±y leaves shall wipe (at need) 

The place, where swelling Piles do breed : 
May every 111, that bites, or smarts, 
Perplexe him in his hinder-^iarts. 

* — ■incerit]' or inugritf : iiiBtB.phoricaUy whitencBB, as bcin)[ nn- 
pablished and ao unliaDdlcd and naanled. See Gknaaiial-Indcx, 

* Biiinis anil Calo are commoa-placea of example* of aerare ni- 
lue, aa m " When he would have hii reiaes read," (I. lo) p. 6, 
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7b tie tourt Rtader. 
TF thou diallk'st the Piece thou li^t'st en first; 
Thinlce that of All, that I have writ, the worst : 
But iT thou teul'st 107 Booke unto the end. 
And still do'st this, and that verse, ie[»«hend : 
O Perverse man ! If All di^:ustfull be, 
Hie Eitreame Scabbe take thee, and thine, (or me. 

To /lis Bookt. 
/^OME thou not neere those men, who are tike Brtad 
0V&4eveo'd ; or like Chtttt oVe-renctted* 

Wkm kt tmmid have his vena read. 
TN sober momings, doe not thou reherse 

The holy incantation of a verse ; 
But when that men have both well drunke,* and fed. 
Let my Enchantments Uien be sung, or read. 
When Laurell ^iits 1th' fire,^ and when the Hearth 
SmileB to it seUe, and guilds the roofe with miith ; 



w of a cbU, naed (br making cnid* in coidt 
T Folk4oR. 
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Wlten op the T^jme^ is rais'd, and wfaea the sound 
Of sacred Or;gia ' flyes, A round, A rotmd ; * 
When the Jios£ raignes, and locks mth ointmetits shine, 
Let rigid dft> read these Lines of mine. 

Jjiwi Julias Recovery. 
"T^ROOF, droop no more, or bang the head. 

Ye Roses almost wither^ ; 
Now strength, and newer Purple get, 
Each here declining VioUt. 
O Primroses I let this day be 
A Resurrection unto ye ; 
And to all flowers ally'd in blood. 
Or sworn to that sweet Sister-hood : 
For Health on JuUds cheek hath shed 
Clairet, and Cieame commingle 
And those hei 1^ doe now ^peare 
As beames^ of Corrall, but more deare. 



■ A Jaotim twiiul with /cy. H. [And headed with pincc 
Died in tberileaandDrKiea of Bacdiiii.] 

* Songs to AoeeJbu. H. ' —a call to cbnoe 'a ronii 

'urouiKl, aKwnd.' * — bnutdiea or twigs. 
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7h Silvia le wed. 
T ET 113 (though late) at last (my SUvia) wed; 

And loving lie in one devoted bed. 
Thy Watch may stand, my mmutes fly poste haste ; 
No sound calls back the yeere that ooce is past 
Then sweetest SUvia, let's no longer stay ; 
TYue IpDt, tat ibumi, pndpittdes delay. 
Away wi± doubts, all scniples hence remove ; 
No man at one time, can be wise, and lore. 

7^ Parliament of Roses to Julia. 
T DREAMT the Roses one time went 
To meet and sit in Parliament : 
The place for these, and for the rest 
Of flowets, was thy spotlesse breast : 
Over the which a State' was diawne 
Of "nflSmie,* or Cobweb Lawne ;* 
Then in that Parly^ all those powers 
Voted the Rose, the Queen of flowers. 
But BO, as that her self should be 
The maide of Honour unto the& 



deUcatttf mougbt as a ipider'a wdi. 

* Dimtnutive of Rartiiunail (cf. U a] 
diicussion bdwccn enemies, while war is 
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No BaiMfiUnesu in itgging. 
'T'O get thine ends, lay bashfulDesse aside ; 
Whofeans toaske, doth teach to be denyd. 

Hu Mroaem Heart. 
I FREEZE, I freeze, and ootfaing dweb 

In me but Snow, and yada. 
For pittics sake, give your advice. 
To melt this snow, and thaw this ice ; 
lie drink down Flames, but if so be 
Nothing but love can supple me ; 
lie lather keepe this frost, and snow. 
Then to be thaw'd, or heated so. 

71>Perilla. 
A H, my Pmila ! do'at thou grieve to see 

Me, day by day, to steale away from thee ? 
Age cals me hence, and my gray haires bid come, 
And haste away to mine eternal home ; 
Twill not be long (Perilla) after this, 
That I must give thee the supremest Idsse : 
Dead when I am, first cast in salt, and bring 
Part of the cieame from that Religious i^ring;'' 



oyGoogle 



HBSPBRIDBS. 

Wth which (PeriOa) wash my hands and feet ; 
Hiat done, then wind me in that very sheet 
Which wmpt ^y smooth limbs (when thou didst 

imj^oFC 
The Gods protection, but the night before) 
Follow me weeping to my Tuife, and there 
Let fiiQ a Frmrou, and with it a teare : 
Then lastly, let some weekly-strewings ' be 
Devoted to.tbe memory of me : 
Ilien diall my Ghost not walk about, but keep 
Still in the coole, and silent shades of slee^ 

A Song to the Maskers. 
I /~*OME down, and dance ye in the toyle 
Of pleasures, to a Heate ; 
But if to moisture, Let the oyle 
Of Roses be your sweat 

a Not only to your selves assume 
These sweets, but let them fly ; 
From this, to that, and so Perfume 
E'ne all the standeis by. 



— orflowenon the fravc See Btand >.v. (nt afull «acouDt> 
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3 As Goddesse /j£r* (when she went, 
Or glided through the street) 
Made bU that toucht h^ , with her scent, 
And whom she touch't, tiune sweet 

ToPertHna. 
'\\7'HEN I thy Parts lutine o'le, I cant espie 

Id any one, the least indecende : > 
But every Lme and Limb diffusM thencb, 
A &ire, and iinfeniiliar excellence : 
So, that the more I look, the more I prove, 
Tiler's still more cause, why I the more should love. 

'PHE seeds of jyeatoit choake up as they ^ring. 
His Aets the Crime, tkai gha it CMerisi^. 

Taw Things Odious. 
'T'WO of a thousand things, are disallov'd, 
A lyitig Rich man, and a I\>cre man proud. 



* Cf. " Love perfumes all paiha" aowaidt L 7, mjthkal. 
' — inelq;anoe or disordei. So Hilton, " Orer tbj decnt ahiMil- 
das diawD ** (11 PenseitMia, 1. 3(1). 
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7b his Mistretset. 
\J ELPE me 1 bdpe me ! now I caU 

To my pnxpf WUdkrafisaM; 
Old I am, and cannot do 
That, I was accustom'd to. 
Bring your Magieb, ^tls, and Charma, 
To enfledi mjr thi^, and annes : 
Is there no way to b^et 
In my limbs their fonner heat ? 
jEsm had ( as Fetts bia& ) ' 
Baths that made him young agalne : 
Find that Medumt ( if you can ) 
For your diie-decrepid man : 
Who would fiiine his strength renew, 
Weie it but to [Measure you. 

The Weundai Heart. 

/~*OME bring your soK^ier? and with Ait, 
Draw in't a wounded Heart : 
And dropping here, and there : 

Not that I thinke, that any Dart, 



' Orid. Mtt. Tit. 163, 150, *e> 

' Fbie caoTai aa whidi oraamoital wool^woifc, and toaxllaMa in 
silk, was wrought with [be needle. 
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Can make youi*! bleed a teare : 
Or peirce h any where ; 
Yet doe it to this end : that I, 
May by 
This secret see, 
"niough you can make 
That HeartXo bleed, youi's neV viU ake 
Forme. 

Na Loathsomiuue in hoe. 
"yj^HAT I Cuicy, I afpnve, 

JVo SisWU there U in Iffoe: 
Be my Mistresse short or taU, 
And distorted tiure-witball : 
Be she likewise one of diose, 
That an Acre hath of Nose : 
Be her forehead, and her eyes 
Full of incongruities : 
Be her cheeks so shallow too, 
Ab to shew her 7)mgue wag through : 
Be her lips ill bung, oi set, 
And her grinders black as jet ; 
Ha'a she thinne haire, hath she none, 
She's to me a Paragon.* 

., tbc pceiless or pauein a 
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TbAMbea. 
IF, 6e»n Atitiia, my hard&te it be 

To live some few-sad-howeis after thee : 
Thy saend Cone with' Odours I will bume ; 
And with my Lamr^ crown thy Goldai Vme. 
Then holding up ( there ) such religious Things, 
As were ( time past ) thy holy FilUit^ : " 
Nere to thy Raxraid Pikher^ I will fall 
Down dead for grief, and end my woes withall : 
So diree in cme small plat^ of grouod shall ly, 
Anthta, Berrirk, and his Poehy. 

Hu Wupb^ Cherry. 
T SAW a Cheny weep, and why? 

Why wept it ? but for shame, 
Because myJuH^i lip was by. 

And did out-red the same. 
But, ^KXty Fondling.^ let not &11 

A teare at all for that : 
Whidt RtOies, CorraUs, Scariets, all 

For tincture,' wonder at 

* ■•binding with fillets or bwdagM, and in tiie fillets tbeoiKhes 



'tbftC fiiMii which ■h^ made tibBdona ""^ ncrificed. 

■•■mall piece of gnnud: aomctimea ' pkiC' 

—liMiith little thine. ' — ootoutor line. 
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SqftMusiat. 
'pHE mellow touch of mmnck most doth woimd 
The soule, when it doth radier sigh, then sound. 



7Xf Differmee iOwixi 
Kin^ and SubUcts. 
'TWIXT Kings and Subjects ther's this mighty 

odds, 
Subjects are taught by Mm; Kings by the Gods. 

His Answer to a Question. 
COME would know 

Why I so 
Long stiU doe tany, 

Andaskiriiy 

Here that I 
Live, and not many ? 

Thus I those 

Doe oppose; 
What man would be here, 

9ave to Thrsll, 

IfataU 
He could live free here ? 
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upon J^i<i! FiOL 
T VIJ A was caielesse, and withall, 

She rather took,' then » got a fell : 
The wanton Amiier chanc'd to see 
Pan of her leggs sincentie '. ' 
And lavish'd thus, It came to passe, 
The Nagge ( h'ke to the PrvpiOt Asse,) 
Began to speak, and would have been 
A telling what lare sif^ts h'ad seen : 
And had told all ; but did tefraine, 
Becaose his Tongue was ^d againe. 

E^epetutt ExJiaust. 
T IVE with a thrifty, not a needy Fate ; 

SmaU shets^ paid often, wastea vastataU. 

Love what it it. 
T OVE is a dicle that doth restlesse move 
In the same sweet etemity of love. 



' 1. 1. she nnght be laid m have maiud it. 

' ■•than — and so ihrougfaoat as placed in die margin. 
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Pnunee and Absmet. 



■\X^HEN lAat is tov'd is Present, love doth spring ; 
But bong absent, Love lies la i^ Jshi n g.' 

No ^ouse ha a SisUr. 
A BACHELOUR I will 

Live as I have liv'd still. 
And never take a wife 
To crucifie my life ; 
But this rie tell ye too, 
What now I meane to doe ; 
A Sister ( in the stead 
Of Wife) about rie lead;* 
Which I will keep embrac'd, 
And kiflse, but yet be chast& 

7%£ Pomiuider'' Braaid. 
'yO me my yuSa lately sent 

A Bracelet richly Redolent : 
The Beads I kist, but most lov'd her 
That did perfume the Pomander. 

* AUoMon to the flower LoTc-Lies-Blceding. 

* I Corinthians, ix. j. 

1 — Ponune d'ambte (Frtndi), {. (. an amber appk (and aome- 
tiiiiea a pear) haTJQf; been the fbrtn of a nlvcr cascvrithin which the 
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\NTHEA bade me tye her shooe ; 

I did ; and kist the Instep too : 
And would have kist unto her knee, 
Had not her Blush lebukM me. 

7% Carkatut* 
INSTEAD of Orient Pearls, of Jet, 

I sent my Lore a Karkanet : 
About her spotlesse ned she knit 
The lace,* to honour me, or it : 
Then think how wrapt ' was I to see 
My Jet 1*60(111811 such Ivorie 

b«U of *aii(»i scents, mainly amhtrgrit, was enclosed, having hota 
{uciCEd throiif^ioot, for escape of die perfume. A pomander braxielet 
was made of these balls, ftc. Sudi balls were sappossd to be use- 
fOl against inJectioa *o late as 1610. Tbe Plague that jcar bdog 
in Oxfoid, Geoi|^ RadcMe (afterwards Sir George) wrote that his 
tntor " had sent him oat of town, if be had denred it, and made him 
a Pomander " (Cbtuton's Life of Dean Nowell, pp. Ji-i). Beoon 
tianted a tare little book of his " The Pomander of Prayen," (157S). 

* Tbe carcanel was a gold or other omacuntal chain, or neck- 
lace, worn losnd the neck. Carcan Diiginally signified an iion 
cnUai to confine malefactcas to a post, NicM, in his Grand Die- 
t i onain, defines it, omrmraX dfar fu'im isul aueol ia dtmaiitUa. If, 

■ — the string of tbe OLtkaneiorncdilaoc. 
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His sailing fivm}\^i. 
"IX^HEN that day comes, whose evening sayes Fm 

gone 
Unto that watrie Desolation : 
Devoutly to thy Cioset-gods * then pray. 
That my wing*!! Ship may meet no Hanora.* 
Those Deities which dicum-walk the Seas, 
And look upon our dreadfiill passages. 
Win from all dangeis, re-deliver me, 
For one ^rinA ofaia^, pourM out by thee. 
Merde and TVnth live with thee ! and forbeare 
(In my short absence) to unsluce * a teare : 
But yet for Loves-sake, let thy lips doe this, 
Give my dead picture one engendiing kisse : 
Work that to life, and let me ever dwell 
In thy remembrance {Juiia). So farewell. 

Him the WaU-jkwer camefint, and 
why so called. 
'yjJWi this Flower is now call'd so, 

Lisf sweet maids, and you shal know. 

* — larci, of whom Herrick is so fbnd. 

■ ■• hindrasce : Irom the small Bsh or worm c^lcd a sea-lamprey 
01 tudcsCone, of which it was loog' a Vulgar Eiror that bj ai 
itsdf io a ship's bottom it aiieated its motioa. See Bail^, a 

* —lift the sluice to make way for a tear. 
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Understand, this First-ling' was 
Once a brisk and bonny Laase, 
Kept as dose as Danae wss : 
Who a si»i^7 S^ringaU^ loVd, 
And to have it fully prov*d, 
Up she got upon avail, 
Tempting down to slide withall : 
But the silken twist unty'd, 
So she fell, and I^uis'd, she d/d. 
Love, in pitty of the deed. 
And her lonngJocklease speed, 
Tum'd her to this Plant, we call 
Now, 7^ Flower oftkt Wail. 



Why I 
'pHESE fresh beauties (we can prove) 

Once were Viigins sick of love, 
Tum'd to FIoweiB. Still in some 
Colouts goe^ and coloms come. 

T0 his Mistrase obji^ng to him neither 
Thyiitg or Talkmg. 
'Y'OU say I love not, 'cause I doe not play 

Sdll widi your curies, and kisse the dme aw^. 

* ~ firat produce or cApring. G. * ^a youth or Mriplhig. 
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YoQ blame me too, because I catm't devise 
Some sport, to please those Babies^ in your eyes : 
By Zffoes Jtel^gim, I must here confesse it, 
The most I love, irtien I the least exi^esse it. 
Smailgriefojlad tfftigses;' Full Casques' aie ever found 
To give, (if any, yet) but little sound. 
Ife^ waiers neyse-iase an; And this we know, 
TTuit diiditig streams betray tmall depth below} 
So when Love speechlesse is, she doth expresse 
A depth in love, and tiiat depth, bottomlessb 
Now unce my love is tongue4es5e, know me such. 
Who speak but little, 'cause I love so much. 



' ~ tbe tiiir be^-ideoioD in the pupl of the ejra. This spottive 
oonceit. tKft Hi. Nott, waa imagined perfaapa bejtae, and cotajnlj 
■rnce Henick wrote* 

See wfacTC Ihik Cn^d lia 
Looking babtcs In the ejre*. 
Thus in oar looks some propagalian lies, 
Par we nuke babiea in each others tsjta, 

Lin-r.i, alias Moo>i. . 

* A comnuut-place from clasdcal timet. The greatest of all is in 
Sbakenpeare : " The grief thai does not speak, whispers the o'er- 
frsught heart, and bids it bccak" (Macbeth iv. 3). 

* —casks or baircls. ' A classical common^plaoe ftom 
Orid onward, and freqoent in the Elitibethan poets. 
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Up<M the lasse of his Mhtrtaei. 
T HAVE lost, and lately, these 

Many duntjr Mistiesses ; 
Stately yuUa, prime of all ; 
Si^ho next, a prindpjm : 
Smooth AiUhea, for a Bkin 
White, and HeavenJike Chrystalline : 
Sweet Electro, and the choice 
Myrha, for the Lute, and Voice. 
Next, Cormtia, ioz her wit. 
And the graceful use of it : 
With PerOla : All ate gone ; . 
Onely Henuks left alone, 
For to number sorrow by 
Thdr departures hence, and die. 

Iht Drtam. 
I^E thou^ {last nig^t) Lore in an anger came, 

And brou^t a rod, so whipt me with the same : 
Mh^ the twigs were, meerly to imply. 
Love strikes, but tis with gentle cmelde. 
Patient I was : Love pitilull grew then, 
And stroak^d the stripes, and I was whole agen. 
Hius like a Bee, Laoe^entU stil doth bring 
Hony to salve, where he before did sting. 
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The Vine. 
J DREAIfD this mortal part of mine 

Was MetftnunpliOE'd to a Vine ; 
Which crawling one and every way, 
JE^nthrall'd my dain^ JJuda. 
Me though^ her long small legs & thi^ 
I with my Ihtdriit did suiprize ; 
Her Bdly, Buttodcs, and faei Waste 
By my soft Nen/lits * were «mbiac'd : 
About her bead I wxidung' hui^ \ 
And with rich clusters (hid among > 
The leaves) her temples I bdiung : } 
So that my Lwia seem'd to me 
Young Bacchus lavisht by his tiee.* 
My codes about last neck did craule, 
And armes and hands they did enthrall : 
So that she could not freely stir, 
(All parts there made one prisoner). 
But when I crept with leaves to hide 
Those parts, which maids keep unespy'd. 
Such fleeting pleasures there I took. 
That with the &ncie I awook ; 
And found (Ah me !) this flesh oi mine 
More like a Stedc, then like a Viae. 

• — diminntin of Dcnei. * — cntwinlnf. 

* \yj, tbe vine— one of man; rojrttis oonoeniins Dioaysius. 
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T*M free from thee ; and tlHm no more shalt heaie 

My puling Pipe b) beat i^aSnst tiitne eare: 
Farewell mjr sh^cUes, (though of pearie they be) 
Such predous thialdome ne'r shall fetter me. 
He loves his bonds, who when the first are broke, 
Submits his neck uato a second y<^e. 

On fumse/fe. 
YOUNG I was, but now am old. 
But I am not )ret grown cold ; 
I can play, and I can twine 
'Bout a A%gin like a Vine r 
In her lap too I can lye 
Melting, and in faade die: 
And return to life, if she 
Claps my cheek, or kisseth me ; 
Thus, and thus it now appears 
That our love out-lasts our yeeres. 

£«v^tfiidy at AsA^n. ' 
T OVE and my selfe (beleeve me) on a day 

At childish Push-pin (for our sport) did play : 
I put, he pusbt,* and heedless of my skin. 
Love prickt my finger with a golden pin ; 

' A child-game, with pins ' pushed ' aliernatcly. ' I placed, he pushed. 
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Since which, it festers so, that I can prove 
Tvas but a trick to poyson me with love : 
little the wound was ; greater was the smart ; 
The finger bled, but burnt was all my heart 

/^NE ask'd me where the roses grew? 

I bade him not goe seek ; 
But forthwith bade my yulia shew 
A bod in dther cbeek.* 

£>M CufiH. 
/~\LD wivea have often told, how they 

Saw Cu^ bitten by a flea : 
And thereupon, in tears half drown'd. 
He ci7*d aloud. Help, help the wound : 
He wept, he sobb'd, he call'd to some 
To bring him Zirit, and Balsamum, 
To make a Taii,* and put it in, 
Where the SulMo* pierc'd the skin; 
Which being done, the fretfiill paine 
Asswag'd, and he was well again. 

' Cr.' The Rock of Rabid 'ottwamL 

• — ptugfbtawound. • — atilletto or daigpr. 
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The Parcse, <a, Three damiy Destmts. 

TheArmSd? 

'pHREE lovely Sisten woriang were 

( As they were closely set ) 
Of soft and d^nty Maidea-bure,* 

A curious Armelet. 
I smiling, ask'd them what diey did ? 

( Faire Destinies all three ) 
Who told me, they had drawn a thred 

Of IJfe, and twas for me. 
They shew'd me then, how fine 'twas ^un : 

And I reply'd thereto, 
I care iK>t now how soone tis done. 
Or cut, if cut by you. 

Sorrvwes sucued. 
\X7HEN one is past, another care we have, 
Thus woe succeeds a woe; as wave a wave. 



' — Bnnlci: annllla, a bncelet woin oa die wrist or anu. 
' — A fcm so called, flmDd on walls uulniiiu, with an iooe 
n tbe hair of a maiden. 



oyGoogle 



33 HBSPBRIDES. 

T ULIA and I did lately sit 

Flaying for spoit, at Cheny-pit : * 
She direw ; I cast ; and having thrown, 
I got the Ht, and she the Stona 

To RoMm XaUrat. 
T AID out fat dead, let tbj last Idndnesse be 

With leaves and mosse-woifc foi to cover me : 
And iriiile die Wood-nimphs my cold corps inter, 
Sing thou my Diige, sweet-waibling Choiistei ! 
For EiHtaph, in Foliage, next write tlus, 
Mm, here the Ibmi <^ Robin fferridc is. 

Disamttnts in Dtvon. 
IM'ORE discontents I nevg had 
Since I was bom, then here ; 
Where I have bee'n, and still am sad, 

In this dull Devonshire ; 
Yet justly too I must confesse ; 

I ne'i invented such 
Ennobled numbers for the Presse, 
Then where I loath'd ao mud). 

* A diUd^game, in irtuch tb^ direw dtat^-MDim into & an 
bole; "plajr at dteny^" (Twelfth Ni^ iii. 4). 
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7b Ms ^toenail Gmniny. 
r\ EARTH t ^tr&ii Eaiih ! i^ate thou wy voice, 

Loving, and gantle for te fxner mg: 
Banish'd from thee I live ; n^r to Rtmn, 
Unleaoe thou ffs'st my aguU fi«iaaiiisBa Ume. 

rytESLRlRiipe, K^ R^, I ay. 

Full and fiure <mes ; onneandbuy: 
If so be, you ask me irtiere 
Tbef doe grow ? I answer. There, 
Wb»e my ^uSt^s Kps doe smOe ; 
Hun's the \saA, or Cbeny-De : 
IVhose Plaataticas fiilly show 
All the yeere, where Chenies grow. 

To his MUtrtsses. 
pUT on your nlks ; and piece by i»ece 

Give them the scent of Arabet-^eece :* 
And for your breadis too, let them smell 
Ambrosia-like, or N^artU;^ 
While other Gums their sweets perspire, 
By your owne jewels set on fire. 

* See doMuiftl Indei, a r. * hoboblf ■ nnrcoiiied vljcctirc 
ftom Bccat— i>ectar4ike. 
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2hA 
VrOwisthe tinie, when all the U^ts wax dim ; 

And thou {Aathea) must withdraw from him 
Who was thy servant Deaiest, but; me 
Uodei that Hdy-eke, or Gotpel4ne:^ 
Where (though thou see'st not) thou nuy'st think upon 
Me, when thou yeeriy go'st Piocession ; 
Or for mine honour, lay me in that Tombe 
In which thy sacied Reliques shall have roome. 
For my Embahning (Sweetest) diere will be 
No Spices wanting, when I'm laid by thee. 

ITu Visitm to Electra. 
J DREAM'D we both were in a bed 

Of Roses, almost smothered : 
The warmth and sweetnes had me there 
Made lovingly familiar ; 
But that I heard thy sweet breath say, 
Faults done by night, will blush by day ; 
I kist thee (panting), and I call 
Night to the Record 1 that was all. 
But ah I if empty dreames so please, 
Love, give me more such ni^ts as these. 

* At tbe proceuions ot perambuUtJons of the parish, ibe Goapd 
wat lead tx cenain irtcs, tbence calkd ' Goapel ucs.' Set Braod 
Ced-HMUtt) 1.111. .,^.^ 
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TJ ERE we axe all, by day: By night Vare hnri'd 
By dreames, each one, into a sev^all worid. 



TN man. Ambition is the common'st thing ; 
Each one, by nature, loves to be a king. 

Sisnguat to Julia. 
T UZ/j4,i£I chance to die 
&e I print my Poetiy ; 
I most humbly thee desire 
To commit it to the fire : 
Better 'twere my Book were dead, 
Then to live not perfected 

Mm^ geti tJie maiteru. 
I7IGHT thou with shafts of sflver, and o'rcome. 
When no force else can get the masterdome. 

■yy"ATER, water I dedie, 

Here's a house of flesh on fire : 

' —^Mf^bfSge: qner; — a beacon of alaim (as of iUTadM^ 
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Ope* the fountains and the springs, 
And come all to Buckittings :^ 
What ye cannot quendi, pull downe ; 
Spoile a house, to save a towne : 
Better tis that one shu'd fall. 
Then by one to hazard all. 

CJ^fon Silvia, a Mhtrase, 
'\X^HEN some shall say, Faire once my Silvia was ; 
Thou wilt complaine, False noVs thy Looking- 
glasse: 
Which renders that quite tamisht, which was green \ 
And Priceless" now, what Pceriess once had been : 
Upon thy Forme more wrinkles yet will &11, 
And comming downe, shall make no noise at alL 

Chttrfi^toit in ChariHt: or, 
T^medSaerifia. 
'piS not a thousand Bullocks thies 

Can please those Heav*nly Deities, 
If the Vower dont espress 
In his Offering, CheerfuhieEs. 
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Oncepoort, stiil pemtrious. 
QOES the world aawy it will with thee goe haid : 

The £ittest Hoga we grease die more with Lard. 
To him thai kas, there shail be added more; 
JVho is penurious, he ihail ttili befoore, 

Sweetneaein Sacrifice. 
"yiS not greatness they lequire, 

To be offer'd up by fire : 
But 'tis sweetness that doth please 
Huise Etemail Eisenas. 

Steamein Sacr^ce. 
T F meat the Gods give, I the steame 
High-towring wil devote to them : 
Whose easie natures like it well. 
If we the roste have, they the sm^ 

Upon Julia's Voia. 
CO smooth, so sweet, so silvery is thy voice, 

As, could they hear, the Damn'd would make no 
noise; 
But listen to thee, (walkii^ in thy chamber) 
Melting melodious words to Lutes of Ajuber.' 



' Amber was used to adocn moaical 
stress of rtifme. 
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AgaifK. 
TX^HEN I thy ■inging nort shall heare, 
lie wish I might tume all to eare,' 
To diink in Notes, and Numbers ; such 
As blessed soules cannt heaie too much : 
Thai mdted down, there let me tye 
Entraoc'd, and lost coniiisedly ; 
And by dijr Musique stnicken mute, 
Die and be tum'd into a Lute. 

Ail things decay and die 
A ZZ tkings decay with Time : The Fonest sees 
The growth, and down-fall of her aged trees ; 
That Timber tall, which three-score haters stood 
The proud Dictator ol the State4ikc wood :■ 
I meane (the Soveiaigne of all Plants) the Oke 
Droopy dies, and &lls without the cleavers stroke. 

TTie suatssim ofthefoure sweet months. 
piRST, April, she with meUow showrs 

Opens the way for eaiiy floweis ; 
Then after hei comes smiling May, 
In a more rich and sweet aray ; 

1 Cf. Milun " aU car m heu " (P. L. IV. L 410). 

* Cf. KcsB, " dMMe green-robed ■eoaton of tm^btj woodi.'* 
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Next enteis yvfu, and brings us more 
Jems, then those two, that weal before : 
Then (lastly) yiify comes, and she 
More wealth brings in, then all those three. 

No Shipwrade <f Vertiit. Taafnend. 
fHOU sail'st with others in this Ar^u here ; 

Nor wrack tx Bu^ii^* thou hast cause to feare : 
But trust to this, my noble passenger ; 
Who swims wiOi Vertue, he shall still be sure 
(Ufysses^e) all tempests to endure ; 
And 'midst a thousand gulfs to be secure. 

Uj^ kis Sister-m-Law, Migrate 
Elizab: Herrick. 
"piRST, for Efiusions^ due unto the dead, 

My solemne Vowes have here accomplishM : 
Next, how I love thee, that my griefe must tell, 
Wherein thou liv'st for ever. Deare farewell. 

Of Lime, A Scmtt. 
U OW Love came in, I do not know. 
Whether by th' eye, or earey or no ; 

* OriginaUybilgingifrombi^ordiclDwerpait of ashipiwbefi 
it«welltaut. * — ou^xHiringi. 
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Or whether with tibe amk it aone 
(At fiist) bOmbd with the mam ; 
Whether io part 'tis here or tfaer^ 
Or, like the soide, whole evoiy whae : 
This troubles me : but I as well 
As toy other, this CM'teB ; 
That when from heace riie does de^iait, 
The out4et then is from the heart 

2b Anthea.' 
AH my Anthtal Must my heat still break? 
(Lmx make mt teriU, whtU tkamtjorbids t» 
speak.) 
Give me a Usao, a&d to thft kisM a score % 
Then to that twenty, adde on hondfed more : 
A thousand to that bandied : so kisse on, 
To make that tbouamd iqi a million. 
Treble diat nullioa, and iriisn that is done, 
Let's kisse afresh, as when we first b^un. 
But yet, thou^ Love likes well such Scenes as these. 
There is an Act th&fwill more fiilly please : 
Kissing and gltlnciiig, soothing, tlU make way 
But to the acdag ^'&^ private Play : 
Name it I wottld ; but b^ng blushing red, 
The rest He speak, when we meet both in bed. 

* ImjBttion ot CatuUat in the fat ogfat linet. 
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nt&oAef Rubm: mud 
lit fisme ^ JPftuit.^ 
COME mdHA me where die RtMa grew ? 

ABdnodmigl SA.txj: 
But with nf finger pcnated to 

The lips nC JtOia. 
Some ask'd how Paais dtd grow, aad where ? 

Then qioke I to m; Girle, 
To put her Ups, and Atie^A dmn there 
The Qaanlets'ofPcari. 

PONFORKITY wu ever btovne 

A foe to SissoIuticiQ : 
Nor can we that a mine caU, 
Whose crack givea crushing onto ftD. 

TO THE KING, Upon his comming with hia 
Aimy into the West* 
■VITELCOME, most welcome to our Vowes and u^ 
Most great, and universall Getms I 

J Cf. 'The Romic' before. 

* A ' qnairel' is anjthiiig aqnued, gtais, b 
Qoaireaa, Tcrti qaanet, to aquue). 
EnffUih oottndes is caUod s * qnArreL' 

* Hu King porsned Eucx into Gnnmll is Augnst, 1(44, where 
he fiMced htm to wpttullM * bitef aocoeM in »boiiiicling diMUter. 
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The Diooping West, which hitherto has stood 
As one, in long-lamented-widow4iood, 
Looks like a Bride now, or a. bed of flowers. 
Newly lefresht, both by the Sim, and showeis. 
War, iriiich before was hoiiid, now i^peais 
Lovely in you, brave Prince of Cavalieis I 
A deale of courage ^ in each bosome springs 
By your accesse ; (0 you the bat of Kitigi I) 
Ride on with all white* Omens ; so that where. 
Your Standard's ap, we fix a Conquest there. 

Upon Rests. 
TJNDER a Lawne, then s^res more deare. 

Some ruffled Roses nestling were : 
And snugging* there, they seem'd to lye 
As in a dowrie Nunnery : 

They blush'd, and look'd more fresh then flowers \them 
Quickned of late by Pearly showers 
And alt, because they were possest 
But of the heat aiJuUds lueast : 
Which as a warme, and moistned spring, 
Gave them their ever flourishing. 

■ See Glowuial Index, s. t. 

* — auincioiw. See GbwMiisl Index, •■ t. 

* Snug— to tie dene, to mndgc. 
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To At King and Queene, upon tkdr 
unhappy distanus.* 
"yjJOE, woe to them, who (by a ball of strife) 

Doe, and have parted here a Man and Wife : 
Chaxls the best Husband, while Maria strives 
To be, and is, the veiy best of Wives : 
Like Streams, you are divorc'd ; but 't will come, wheo 
These eyes of mine shall see you mix agen. 
Thus speaks the Oke,^ here ; C. and M. shall meet. 
Treading on Amber, with their silver-Aet : 
Nor wH't be long, ete this accompUsh'd be ; 
The words found true, C. M. remember me. 

Dangen wait on Kingi. 
AS oft as Night is hanish'd by the Mome, 

So oft, well think, we see a King new bom. 

7%« Ch«a ^Cupid : or, 
2^ ungentle guatfi 
QNE silent night of late. 

When every creature rested, 

* Tbt Qoeen's obMnoc from Earlaiul is doubtless mcrclj inlendedi 
but diere were ramonn of domestic strife and ctmseqncnt coUness, oi 
'ifistancee.' * — Oe ontcalu tite, as die oaks ofDodraia. 

* AnacKon : Ode 3 imiuued. 
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Came one unto my gate, 
And knoddng, me molested 

Who's tttift (wd I) beats there^ 
And trembles dms the Gieefief 

Ca9teff(8sidbe)«Ufi)in^ 
And let not Lodca thus keep fe. 

For I a Boy am, who 

By Uoonlesse nif^ts' have sweiyed ;■ 
And all with BhowTs wet throof^ 
'And e'en with cc^ half starved. 

I [HttiAillaro^ 

And soon a Ta^;>er lifted ; 
And did mjr seliis disdose 
Unto the lad benighted. 

I saw he had a Bow, 

And Wngs too, which did aluver ; 
And looking down below, 

I spy'd he had a Quiver. 

I to my Chinmcy^ shine 
Brought him (as Love professes) 

" In dte bnA irf moonlew nigtn," Iteajraoo. 
'^iliAycd or fomL 
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And ehaPd hk hands with suae, 
And dif6 his dnq^^Ttessea: 

But wbax he felt him wano'd. 

Let* s tiy this bow of ouis, 
And stiing, if they be harm'd, 

Said he, with these late shown. 

Forthwith hia bow he bent, 

And wedded »riBg and anow, 
And struck me, that it went 

Qnbe thiongh my heart and manow. 

Then langhing loud, he flew 

Away, and Au» B«id Byiog, 
Adieo, ntin« Host, Adieu, 

lie leave thy heart a dying> 

7& tit rtvtrttid sAa^t ^ Ni nSgims 
Jiitier. 
'T'HAT for wven ZtttUn I did never come 

To doe the Jt^ to thy Religious Tombe ; 
That nother haire was cut, or true teares shed 
By me, oY thee, (as futtmtntt* to tit tUad) 

* tana the Luin JKita, faaeial cAmguiet : qnet; — a coinage of 
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Foi^jve, foigive me ; sinoe I did not Imov 

Whether thy bones bad here their Rest, or na^ 

But now 'tis known, Behold ; behold, I bring 

Unto Oiy Ghost th' EffusM Offering : 

And look, what Smallage,* Ni^t-sbade, Cypresse, Yew, 

Unto the shades have been, or now an due. 

Here I devote ;' And something more then so \ 

I come to pay a Debt of Birth I owe. 

Thou gav'st me life (but Mcotall) ; For that one 

Favour, He make full satis&ction ; 

For my life moitall, Rise from out thy Herse, 

And take a life immortall from my Verse. 

Delight in Duorder. 
A SWEET disorder in the dresse 

Kindles in cloathes a vantonnesse : 
A Lawne about the shoulders thrown 
Into a fine distraction : 
An erring* Lace, which here and there 
Enthralls the Crimson Stomacher : 

' Herridt was ibabf of areaioldonlf wboihiiEadicrdicd; but 
on ihis somewhat eni^roatica] cdcbraliiiii of him see our McmoHal. 
Introduction. Line and ' seven Lusters' is— 3j years, i. t. i6a6 foi 
dale of composition. 

* Herb. See Gtossaiial Index, s. v. * — dedicate or oonaecraK. 
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A Cufie nej^ectfuU, and tbeieb; 

Ribbands to flow confusedly : 

A winning wave (deserving Note) 

In the tempestuous pettioite : 

A careleise shooe-string, in whose tye 

I see a wilde dvility :' 

Doe more bewitch me, then when Att [than 

Is too precise in every part 

TbAisMiue. 
"IX^ERE I to give thee Bap/ime* I wo'd chtise 

To Christen thee, the Sride, the BashfitU 
Muse, 
Or Mtiu of Rests : since that name does (it 
Best wiUi those VirgitMMna Uiou hast writ : 
Which are so deane, so chast, as none may feare 
Caio the Censor, sho'd he scan each here. 

Upon Love. 
T OVE scorch'd my finger, but did spare 
The burning of my heart ; 



* ~good mannen, caBioeu. Milton has "anl-suited num." 
(H Pcnaenwo, 1. tii) i later Diydoi, "Che awcct dTilitks of life." 
See Henuuial-IatmluctkiD for Bm Jocsan's song in The Silent 
Woman, " Still to be neat, still to be dresl," ftc 

* — baptiim. Query: from the French Bapttme? 
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To ogoifi^ taltfrenji ■bne 
Sbo'tf tie a litde part. 

litde X love ; bot if tint he 

Wc^ bat dut beat recall : 
That joym to ashes she'd be bnmt, 

Ere I we'd lore at aH 

7h Deaitboum, a rude Xivtr m Devon ; fy 

wkiA tometma kt Uvei. 

J])£AN>B01;RN, brendl; Ineveilook to see 

ZkoMt, or thy watiy iocmlitf . 
Thy lockie bottome, that doth teare thy streams, 
And makes them fiaatidc, ev^ to aQ extieamei ; 
To my content, I oner ibo'd bdiold, 
Were thy flbeamea sQvar, oi thy locka all gold. 
Rockie thou art; and sockK wb discovex 
Thy men; and rockie are thy wayes all over. 
O men, O maimers ; There and ever knowne 
To be ^ Jiodu G€MmMm/ 
A people aurish ; dinriish as the seas ; 
And rude (almost) as rudest Salvages :^ 
yfidi whom I did, and may re-sojonme irtien 
Kockes turn to Rivers, Rivers turn to Hen. 
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^tstHg Uturu. 
•QTANCffA, Let 
Me pay the debt 
I owe thee fbi a kisse 

Th^ Und'st to me> 
Andltothee 
yni\ render ten for this : 



If thou wilt say, 
Ten will not pay 
For that so rich a one ; 
De dearethe 
IfitwiBsaM 



He must of rig^t. 

To th*atmost mite, 
Hake payment for his pleasure ;* 

By Uiis, I guesse. 

Of hftppinesse 
Who has a little measure. 



■ B7 Hulitt tad odMit Ac aammaMcmMt I* put flnt In ihi« 
■cann. Dr. Hca ■nnntai TImm ttnM bitsdte of OaiaUu and 
Soenadns. See of the fatsMr Cmtmd g wid of the Uiw Biriam 6. 
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7!? Julia. 
UOW ridi and pleasing thou, my yuUa art. 

In each thy dainty, and peculiar part I 
Fint, for thy Queeit^Afp on thy head is set 
Of Oowets a sweet commingled Coraoet : 
About thy neck a Carkanet* is bound, 
Made of the Jtiidie, PatrU, and Diamond: 
A golden rin^ that shines upon thy thumb :^ 
About thy wrist, the rich Dardanaim.* 
Between thy Breasts (then Doune of Swans nuMe white) 
There playes the Saplmv with the Chryiolite. 
No part besides must of thy sc^e be known, 
But by the 7bpa*e, Opal, Caieedan. 

7b Zaurelt. 
A FUNERALL stone. 
Or Verse I covet non^ 
But onely cmve 
Of you, that I may have 
A sacred Laurel springing from my grave : 
Which being seen, 
Blest with peipetuall greene, 

• — diaia for tbe nedi, *a bdbcc 

' Rings naed to be, oddlj cooagh, wdid on dte tbumb. 

> A Bnmletijrmii Dardania » caWd. H. 
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May groir to be 
Not so much call'd a tree, 
As the eternall monument of me. 

Hk Cmialier. 
QIVE me that man, that dares bestride 

The active sea-horse, & with pride, 
Through that huge field of wateis ride :* 

Who, with his looks too, can appease 
The ruffling winds and raging Seas, 
In mid'st of all their oubages. 

This, this a virtuous nun can doe, 
Saile against Rocks, and split them too ; 
1 1 and a world of Pikes passe through. 

Zeat rtquind in Love. 
T'LE doe my best to win, when'eie I WDoe : 
TTiat man loves not, who is net teaious tec. 

Tit Bag of the Bee. 
A BOUT the sweet bag of a Bee, 
Two 0^>ids fell at odds; 

* CtBrraooftbeScauidoaeofaiiUeHanDUt— 
" 1 wu u it wot « dtiU of Owe, 
And misted ta dij bilknra fitr and vku. 
And laid wj hands upoo tfaj mane.'* 
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And whose the pittty praedniM be^ 
They row'd to sA die Gods. 

Which fernu hearing, du±eT came, 
And for their boldnesa stript them : 

And ti't''"g thence from each his flame ; 
^^ith lods (^Miri/e whipt them. 

Whicli doae, to stiS tb^ wanton oie^ 
When quiet grown sh'ad seen them, 

She kist, and wip'd thir dove4ike eyes ; 
And gave flie Bag between them.' 

T ET me bcmime; let me be £% ied : 
LuxummtLoMif UrtaJtkisuemritliid. 
Let me be leane, and cold, and once grown poore, 
I shall dislike, what once I lov'd'before. 

TeimWsfnut. 

/^HOOSE me your Valentine :' 
Next, let ua many : 

* Tbit litde elq;am cooipiNitioe if BkewiM loond In a coUeetion 
a( poctf7 entitled, ^it a ipertitif bt a FleaMoa Grmt qfnaa Fttadtt, 
tjT B. B. 1657. HL 

* No ctmnucle afitMda lu aoy «ati«factofy infbnnatiaa leapectii^ 
the rites of Stuat Valentine, a Boman tnsbop beheaded nndei iIm 
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Love to the deaA iriB [»iie, 
If we long tanf. 

Promise, and teep your vowes. 

Or vow ye never: 
Loves docbui ffisallowes - 

Troth-twealcers ever. 

Yon have btoke |irotnt&e trice 

{Deare) to midoe me j 
If fou prove bithlesse doioe^ 

None then will wooe |oii. 

7J> the genervus Raider. 
CEE, and not see ; and if thou chance fespie 

Some Ahenmtions in a^ Poetry ; 
Wink at smalt faulty the gteater, ne'tthelene 
Hide, and with them, their Father's nakedness. 
Let's doe our best, ova Watch and Ward to heqt : 
Homer himsdi^ in a long woik, miy sleep.' 

tm p erot Cluidiiii,wbaae tcatlTal ii obienedo&tiu i4tbarFebniai]r. 
There is a rural (radidaii, lliat abont thi* feriod biidi eiitMe ttieir 
matta; and it i* a tct? ancient cuMon^ oo die d^ of thcftatmU, 
iat jnnog people, paiticnlai^ amot^ Ac Iowa orden, to Kkct Val- 
cntlDes, ot «weetbeaita, bj dnwiag of lots. N. See Biand a. n. 
Cbaaea and \jj^%^ ceUnate tbelcstinlL 

' Qnandoqne bonna domutai Moncnui Honoe i An. Poet^ 
L3J9. 
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T L£ writ^ because lie give 

You Criticks means to live : 
For sho'd I not supply 
The Causey th'effect vo'd die. 

Duty to Tyrants, 
^OOD princes must be pray'd for : for the bad 

Th^ must be borne with, and in rev'rence had. 
Doe tbey first pill' thee, next, pluck off thy skin ? 
Good Mldren kisse the rods, thatpunhh sm. 
Touch not the Tyrant ; Let the Gods alone 
To strike him dead, that but usurps a Throne. 

£einf onct blind, his request to Biancha. 
■\X^HEN age or Chance has made me blind, 

So that the path I cannot find : 
And when my Ms and stumblings are 
More then the stones ith' street by &rre : 
Goe thou afore ; and I shall well 
Follow thy Perfumes by the smell : 
Or be my guide ; and I shall be 
Led by some light that flows from thee. 
Thus held, or led by thee, I shall 
In wayes confus'd, nor slip or M. 

' — soipot peel: hencetospoil, loiakc>w«r. 
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"DLANCH swears her Husband's lovely; iriien a 

scald 
Has blear'd his eyes : Besides, his head is bald. 
Next, his wilde eaies, like Letheni wings fiill spread. 
Flutter to Sie, and beare away his head. 

Mt watti when therms tiUU. 
'yo Bread and Water none is poore ; 

And having these, what need of more ? 
Though much from out the Cess^ be spent, 
Naturt with little is amte/tt. 

Bariy-Brtah : or. Last in Hell.^ 
\1^E two are last in Hell : what may we feare 
To be tormented, or kept Pris'ners here ? 
Alas ! If kissing be of plagues the worst, 
Well wish, in Hell we bad been Last and First 

The Definition of Beauty. 
'DEAUTY, no other thing is, then a Beame 
Flasht out between the Middle and Extream& 

* —die ctNiiU or aocompt, i. c. the (total of the) iocome. 
■ A couDDr g»nie. oekbiated finely by Sidney : Pornu Jo FuIU 
Worthici' Libivy, ii. 36 ct acq. 
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2b Dianetue. 
r)EAR£, thoo^ to pait it be a Hdl, 

Yet Diatumi, now &rewell : 
Thy frown {last night) did bid me goe ; 
But whither, onely Gnef do's know. 
I doe beseech thee, ere we part, 
(If merdfiill, as faire thou art ; 
Or else desii'st that Maids sho'd teU 
Thy pit^ by Loves-Chronicle) 
Diamtid, rather kill 
Me, ihtia to make me languish stil t 
Tis cruelty in thee tothlieight. 
Thus, thus to wound, not kill out-i^t : 
Yet there's a way found (if thou please) 
By sudden death to ^ve me ease : 
And thus devis*d, doe thou but this, 
Bequeath to me one parting kisse : 
So sup'rabundant joy ahaU be 
The Execudoner of me. 

Tb Anthea lying in bed, 
CO looks Anthta, when in bed she lyes, 
Orecome, or halfe betisy'd by Tifianies : ^ 

' ~ line silk or gauze, su belorc. 
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IJke to a Twi-light, or that sunpiing* Dawn, 
That Roses shew, when misted o're with Lawn. 
Twilight is yet, till that her Lawnes give way ; 
Which done, that Dawne, tomes then to perfect day. 



7&E 
|Lf ORE white then whitest Ltllies far, 

Or Snow, or whitest Swans you are : 
More white then are the latest Creames, [than 
I Or Moone-ligfat tinselling the streames : 
More white then Peails, or yundx thigh ; 
Or P^ps Arme of Yvorie. 
Tnie, I confesse ; such Whites as diese 
May me delight, not fully please : 
Till, like Isioris cloud * you be 
White, waime, and soft to lye with me. 

A Coiaiiry4ife: to his Brother, 
M-Tho: HerridL* 
npHRICE, and above, blest (my soules halfe) art 
thoo. 
In thy both Last, and Better Vow : 

* — pleasant — aaaimile: dderionted since. 

* —the dond in whidi Juno Uj wiih him. 

* See Mcmorial-IiitTodacttcHi on th-s biMhcr. 
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Could'st leave the City, for exchange, to see 

The Countries sweet simplicity : 
And it to know, and practice ; with intent 

To grow the sooner innocent : 
By studying to know vertue ; and to aime 

Mote at her nature, then her name : [Man 

The last is but the least ; the first doth tell 

Wayes lesse to live, then to live well : 
And both are knowne to thee, who now can'st Uve 

Led by thy conscience ; to give 
Justice to soone-plea^d nature ; and to show, 

Wisdome and she together goe, 
And keep one Centre : This with that conspbes, 

To teach Man to confine desires : 
And know, that Riches have their proper stint,' 

In the contented mind, not mint 
And can'st instruct, that those who have the itch 

Of craving more, are never rich. 
These things thou know'st tothlieight, and dost 
prevent 

That plague ; because thou art content 
With that Heav'n gave thee with a wane hand, 

(More blessed in thy Brasse,* Aen Land) 
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To keep che^ Nature even, aod upright ; 

To coole, not codter ' A[q>etite. 
Thus thou canst tearcely ' live to sadsfie 

The belly chiefly ; not the eye : 
Keeping the bailing stomach wisely quiet, 

Lesse with a neat,* then needfull diet [than 
But that which most makes sweet thy country life, 

Is, the fruition of a wife : 
Whom (stais consulting with thy Fate) thou hast 

Got, not so beautiful!, as chast : 
By whose waime side thou dost securely sleep 

(While Love the Centinell doth lieep) 
With those deeds done by day, which o'er afiright 

Thy silken slumbers in the night 
Nor has the darknesse power to usher in 

Feare to those sheets, that know no sin. 
But still thy wife, by chast intentions led. 

Gives thee each night a Maidenhead. 
The Damaskt medowes, and the peebly streames 

Sweeten, and make soft your dreames : ' 
The Purling springs, groves, birds, and well-weav'd 

BOWTS, 

With fields enameled with flowers, 

' —pamper. ' — cleanly. ' —elegant. 

* Inttniionally a syllabic shon, as in others fbllowing. 
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Present their 8h^>ea ; vhile fimtasie discloses 

Millions of Z«fi&r mbt with Smt. 
Then dream, ye heare the Lamb by many a. bleat 

Woo'd to come suck the milHe Teat : 
WhQe J^autus in the Vision comes to keep. 

From mv^ing woWes, the Seede sheep. 
With thousand such enchanting dreams, that meet 

To make sleep not so sound, as sweet -. 
Nor can these figures so thy rest endeare, 

As not to rise when Ckantiden 
Wames the last Watch ; but widi the Dawne dost rise 

To work, but first to sacrifice ; 
Making thy peace with heav^, for some late &ult. 

With Holy-meale, and spirting-«alL* 
Which done, thy painfull Thumb" this sentence tells us, 

Jovtfer our labntr ail things sdls us. 
Nor are thy daily and devout affaires 

Attended with those desp'rate cares, 
Th' industrious Merchant has ; who for to find 

Gold, lunneth to the Western Inde, 
And back again, (tortur'd with fears) doth fly. 

Untaught to suffer Poverty. 
But thou at home, blest with securest ease, 

Sitf St, and beleev'st that there be seas, 

* Polk-lon. But cf. Leviticus c. ii. ' IM, but cf. S. Mark 
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And watrie dangers ; while thy whiter hap, 

But sees these things within tiqr Map. 
And viewing them with a more safe survey, 

Mak'st easte Feare unto thee say, 
A heart tkrUt leaii'ii wM Oke, and brasse, that man 

Had, first, durttpha the Ocean.* 
But thou at home without or tyde or gale. 

Canst in thy Map securely saile : 
Seeing those painted Countries ; and so guesse 

By tliose fine Shades, their Substances : 
And from thy Coropasse taking small advice, 

Buy'st Travetl at the lowest price. 
Nor are thine eares so deafe, but thou canst hearc, 

(Far more with wonder, then with feare) [than 
Fame tell of States, of Countries, Courts, and Kings ; 

And beleeve there be such things : ' 
■ftTien of these tiuths, thy happyei knowledge lyes, 

More in thine eares, then in thine eyes. 
And when thou heai'st by that too-tnie-Report, 

Vice rules the Most, or AH at Court : 
Thy pious wishes are, (though thou not there) 

Vertue had, and mov'd her Sphere. 
But thou liVst fearlesse ; and thy lace ne'r shewes 

Fortune when she comes, or goes. 

* Horace : Illi robur, Ac, Odes i. 3. 

' See previous note on a lacking syllable. 
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But with thy equall thoughts, ptepar'd dost stand, 

To take her by the either hand : 
Nor cai^ which comes the first, the foule or (aire 

j4 wise man ei/ty way lies square? 
And like a suriy Oke with stonns peiplext ; 

Crowes still the stronger, stroi^Iy vert. 
Be so, bold spirit ; Stand Centa-Uke, unmov'd ; 

And be not onely thought, but prov'd 
To be what I report thee ; and inure 

Thy selfe, if want comes to endure : 
And so thou dost : for thy desires are 

Confoi'd to live with private Larr: '' 
Not curious whether Appetite be fed, 

Or with the first, or second bread. 
Who keep'st no proud mouth for delicious cates : 

Hunger makes coorse meats, delicates. 
Can'st, and unurg'd, forsake that Larded fare. 

Which Art, not Nature, makes so rare ; 
To taste boyl'd Netdes, Cohrorts, Beets, and eate 

These, and sowre herbs, as dain^ meat P 

* Tennj'soii t " four-square to all dM winds diat blow." Origi 
nally quoted bf Aristotle (Ethics i. ii, and Rhetoric iii. ii, 2) frun 
Simonidcs: traced back to Pythagoras. 

' — Household god or house itself. ' Lara ' was a later mjthicn 
cj.iiage to account for the existence of the Lai. See Glossarial luiti; 
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While soft OpioKKi makes thjr Genius say, 

Content makes ail Ambrosia. 
Nor is it, that thou keep'st this stricter size * 

So much for want, as exercise : 
To nuDib the sence of Dearth, which sho'd sinne 
haste it, 

Thou might'st but onely 566*1, not taste it 
Yet can thy humble loofe maintaine a Quire 

Of singing Crickits by thy fire : 
And the brisk Mouse may feast her selfe with crums. 

Till that the green-ey'd Kitling comes. 
Then to her Cabbin, blest she can escape 

The sudden danger of a Rq>e. 
And thus thy little-well-kept stock doth prove, 

Weaith cannot tnaie a life, but Love. 
Nor art thou so close-handed, but can'st ^>end 

(Counsell concurring with the end) 
As well as spare : still conning 0*1 this Theame, 

To shun the first, and last eztreame. 
Ordsuning that thy small stock find no breach, 

Or to exceed thy Tether's reach : 
But to live round, and close, and wisely true 

To thine owne seUe ; ' and knowne to few. 



" To ihine own self be tnw " (Hanlet L 3). 
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Thus let thy Rtnall Sanctuair be 

EUtium to tt^ wife and thee ; 
There to disport yonr selves wiQi golden measure : 

■Air sddctne ' use ammends the pleasure. 
Live, and lire blest ; thrice happy Paire ; Let Breath, 

But lost to one, be th' others death. 
And as there is one Love, one Faith, one Troth, 

Be so oUe Death, one Grave to both.* 
Till when, in such assurance live, ye may 

Nor fear^ or wish your dying day. 



Divinatiott by a Daffadiii. 
^HEN a Daffadiii I see, 

Hanging down his head tSrards me ; 
Guesse I may, what I must be : 
First, I shall decline my head ; 
Secondly, I shall be dead ; 
Lastly, safely buiy^ 



- uDfrequent. 

" We two will die the seV-same day." Tennjrtoii. 
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To the PatKter, to draw him a Pittun. 
pOME, skflfuU iMffi, DOW, and take 

Thy Bice,* thy Vmier,* JVni, and £aie;* 
And let it be thy FensQs strife 
To paint a Bridgeman ^ to the life : 
Draw him as like too, as you can. 
An old, poore, lying, flatf ring man : 
His cheeks bepimpled, red and blue ; 
His nose and lips of mulbrie hiew. 
Then for an easie fensie ; place 
A Burling ^ iron for his face : 
Next, make his cheeks with breath to swell, 
And for to speak, if possible : 
But do not BO ; for feare, lest he 
Sho'd by his breathing, poyson thee. 



* Haitial? * A pohuliig' colour, dtber ^redlOTbliu. Baileys.*. 

* A dark and yeUowish colour, ao called faaa ambra, a shadow. 

* A darker cnknr and not ao rich as carmine — liiithcT icmoved 
from TennilioD than cannine. 

J Qacty — anal name of Mine (dok fbtgotten) parishioner? It is 
a Devonshire name, usnaltj miqnjntcd heta ' bridpman.' 
' jnnccn of nippeft. 
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Upon Cuffe. Ep^. 
C^ UFFE comes to church much ; but he keeps 

his bed 
Those Sundayes onefy, whenas Briefe * are read. 
This makes Cufft dull ; and troubles him the most. 
Because he cannot sleep i'th' Church, free^ost 

Upon Fone a School-master. Gpig. 
■p ONE sayes, those mighty wtekers he do's weare 

Are twigs of Birch, and wiUow, growing there : 
If so, well think too (when he do's condemne 
Boyes to the lash) that he do's whip with them. 

A Lyridc to Mirth, 
VyHILE ±e milder Fates cons^t, 

Lefs enjoy our menyment : 
Diink, and dance, and pipe, and play ; 
Kisse our Dollies ' night and day : 
Crown'd with dusters of the Vine ; 
Let us sit, and quaffe our wine. 

' — letten-palentor licence for a collection fbr some charitable 

' — 3weet!4]eara: dctcrioiBtcd to protdtuie ptovindally, albdl a 
'dolly-mop' is Mill distinct from the open prouitute. Bums use* it 
in his " J0U7 Hcggaa,^ under the form of ' doij,* 

" His doxy lay •rithin his attn " (1. 18). 
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Can on Baahm ; chaunt his pntise ; 
Shale the l^yne, and bite the £aya.- 
Rouze Anaaton firom the dead ; 
And letum him dnmk to bed : 
Sing o're Horact ; for ere long 
Death will come and mar the song : 
Then shall Wihon » and Gotten* 
Never sing, or play more here. 

To tie EarU 0/ Wesimetiand* 
■\^HEN my date's done, and my gray age 

must die ; 
Nurse up, great I^rd, this my posterity : 
Weak though it be ; long may it grow, and stand, 
Shor'd ' up by you, (Brave EarU of Westmerlani.) 

' A odebraicdcomposeiBndniasidan. SceHemorial-lDtroduciioa. 

' In the errata (his is ooncctcd from ' Goteire* (o Gotiere' i queff 
— guitar ? (See Clossorial lodci, s. t.) Cotainlf no composer dt 
die luuDc is known, albeit spelling his name Gootiie, Dr. Non de- 
scribes him as " a celebrated musical oompaser and latanist, much 
in faToar with Chailea the FiisL" Probabt]' in its Tariants it is the 
French bim of Wakei. A friend informs me ' Cutiener ' is a com- 
mon Spanish ruune. 

* This was Mildmaj Fane, second Earl of Westmoreland. He 
succeeded to the title on the death of bis fether, on 13111 March, 
1618-91 was rwke maided : died i»h Feb., t&6£-6, and was buried 
at Aplhorpe CO., Northampton. He was a Poet — as noticed onward. 
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Agi^mt Lovt. 
'\X7'HEN ere my heart, Love's warmth, but enter- 
tames, 
O Frost I O Snow I O Haile ! forbid the Eanes.' 
One drop now deads a spaxic ] but if the same 
Once gets a force. Floods cannot quench the flame 
Rather then love, let me be ever lost ; \than 

Or let me 'gender with etemall frost 

Upon Julia's Riband. 
A S shem the Aire, when with a Rain-bow grae'd ; 
So smiles that Riband Ixtut myJuUds waste : ^ 

Or like Nay 'tis that ZonuUl* of lore, 

Wherein all pleasures of the world are wove. 

UufroKK Zint: or, Julia disdai^uU. 
■Y^^HITHER? Say, whither shall I fly. 

To slack these flames wherein I frie ? ' 
To the Treasures, shall I goe. 
Of the Raine, Frost, Haile, and Snow? 



I — wust Sm Gloasarial Index s. V. * DimiDativEofzMie. 
* Often uMd ss Herridc does t>r Ciashaw : deteriomied sinoc 
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Shall I search the ander-fpx)undi. 

Where aB Damps and Mists aie foimd ? 

Shall I seek (for speedr ease) 

All the floods, and frozen seas 7 

Or descend into the deep, 

Where eternal! cold does keep? 

These may coole ; bat there's a Zone 

Colder yet then any one : 

That* s my fuluis breast : where dwels 

Such destmctire Ysides ; 
As that the CongelatioD win 
Me sooner starve, then those can kifl. 

An E^taph upon a sober JIfairva. 
^XTITH blamelesse carriage, I liVd here, 

To* th' (almost) sev^ and fortieth yeaie. 
Stout sons I had, and those twice three ; 
One ondy daughter lent to me : 
The which was made a bappy Bride, 
But thrice tiuee Moones before she dfi. 
My modest wedlock, that was known 
Contented wiUi the bed <tf mie. 
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7b the Patron of Poets, M. End : Porter.> 
T ET there be Patrons; Patrons like to thee, 

Brave Porter! Poets ne'r will wanting be : 
Faiitu, and Ceita, Zentulus, all live 
In thee, thou Man of Men ! who here do'st give 
Not onely subject-matter for our wit, 
But likewise Oyle of Maintenance to it : 
For which, before thy Threshold, well lay downe 
Our Thyrse, for Scepter ; and our Bales for Crown. 
For to say truth, all Garlands are thy due ; 
The Laurdl, MirtU, Oke, and IvU too. 

7^ sadiKsu o/thit^for Sapho's sidnesse. 
LOLLIES wiU languish ; Violets look ill ; 

Sickly the Prim-rose ; Pale the DaSadill : 
That gallant Tulip will hang down his head, 
Like to a Virgin newly ravishfed. 
Pansies will weep ; and Mai^olds will wither ; 
And keep a Fast, and Funerall together. 
If Safho droop ; Daisies will open never. 
But bid Good-night, and close their lids for ever. 

' One (A the Wits of the period, but mare hmous ftn the roanj 
verse and ptoee tributes paid him by contemporaries. He seemm to 
have been a kind of more prudent Benlowes, though not like him, » 
poet. See Hemorial-Introdnctioa, 



oyGoogle 



HESPERIDBS. 71 

Leand«s Obsequies. 
"IITHEN as Leander young was drown'd. 
No heart by love receiv'd a wound ; 
But on a Rock himselfe sate by, 
There weeping sup^bundantly. 
Sighs numberlesse he cast about, 
And all his Tapers thus put out : 
His head upon his hand he laid ; 
And sobbing deeply, thus he sud, 
Ah, cruell Sea ! and looking 00% 
Wept as he'd drowne the Hdlespont 
And sure his tongue had more exprest, 
But that his teaies forbad the rest 

Ifepe heartens. 
^ ONE goes to wai&re, but with this intent ; 
The gaines must dead the feare of detriment 

Fimre things make us ha^f here, 
IJ EALTH is the first good lent to men \ 

A gentle dispoation then : 
Next, to be rich by no by-wayes ; 
Lastly, with Mends t'eojoy our dayes.* 

* Pfom A Gicdt ScoUoo, doabtfiillr ascribed 10 SinMmida; ef. 
nagmcDti, ftc 



oyGoogle 



HBSPBRIDES. 



Sis parting from Mre. Dorothy Keneday." 
■^YHEN I did goe from thee, I felt that smart. 

Which Bodies do, when Souls torn them depart. 
Thou did'st not mind it ; thoi^ thou thenmi^t'st see 
Me tum'd to tears ; yet did'st not weep for me. 
Tis true, I kist thee ; but I co'd not heare 
Thee spend a sigh, ^accompany my teare; 
Me thought 'twas strange, that thou so hard sho'dst 

prov^ 
Whose heart, whose hand, iriiose ev'ry part spake love. 
Frethee (lest Maids sho'd censure thee) but say 
Thou shed'st one teare, whenas I went away ; 
And that will please me somewhat : though I know. 
And Love will sweai't, my Dearest did not so. 

72« Tare tent to her from Stanes.* 

1. /^LIDE, gentle streams, and beare 

Al<H3g with you my teare 

TothatooyGirle; 

Who smiles, yet slayes 

Me with detayes ; 

And strings my tears as Pearl& 

* See MemoTiaMntTodDcdoa on diis friend, 

* See Hemorial-Iatrodnctioa : — Stains, the royal residence. 
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>. See t see, she's yonder set, 

Making a Carkanet 

Of Maiden-flowers 1 
There, there present 
This Orient, 

And Pendant Pearle of ouix. 

3. Then say, IVe sent one more 
Jem to enridi her store ; 

And that Is all 
Which I can send, 
Or vainly spend. 
For tears no more will lalL 

4. Nor will I seek supply 

Of them, the spring's once drie ; 
But He devise, 
(Among the rest) 
A way thaf s best 

How I may save mine eyes. 

5. Yet say ; sho'd she condetane 
Me to surrender them ; 

Then say ; my part 
Must be to weep 
Out them, to keep 
A poore, yet loving heart 
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6, Say too, She wo'd have this ; 
She shall : Then my hope is, 
That when I'm poore. 
And nothing have 
To send, or save ; 
I'm sure she'll ask no more; 

Upon ent Lillie, whe marrytd with a maid 
eairdRote. 
AX^HAT times of sweetnesse this fiure day fore- 
shows, 
Whenas the Ully mairies with the Rose I 
What next is lookt for? bat we all sho'd see 
To spring from these a sweet Posterity. 



An EpOapA ufm a chiid. 
■y IRGINS promis'd when I dy'd, 

That they wo'd each Primrose-tide, 
Duety, Mome and Ev'ning, come. 
And with flowers dresse my Tomb. 
Having promis'd, pay your debts, 
Maids, and here strew Violets. 
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Upon Scobble. Epig. 
CCOBBLE* for Wboredome whips his wife ; and 

ayes, 
Hell slit her Dose ; Bat blnbb'ring, she replyes, 
Good Sr, male no mote cuts i'th' outward skin, 
One slif s enough to let Adultiy in. 

7JU Houre-^asu. 
•yHAT Honre-glass^ which there ye see 

VTith Water fiU'd, (Srs, credit me) 
The humour was, (as I have read) 
But Lovers tears inchristallfed. 
Which, as they drop by drop doe passe 
From th' upper to the under-fjasse, 
Do in a trickling "anrigr tell, 
(By many a watrie sj^lable) 
That Lovers tears in life-time shed, 
Do restiess run lAen they are dead. 



* Thit is A Denaubire name — ScobelL In the Dean E>rioiT Beg- 
ina we mtd: itOaj Soobble th' elder buried die Bftli daj of Pd>- 
inaiy, 16(4: be bad • ion nataed EUia bapdted io 1631. See 
Memorial-IntrodDEtioa no Dennubice name* introduced bf Hetrid 
in his Epigrams. 
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His Fare-wtU to Sack. 
TTAREWELL thou Thing, tiine-past so knowne, so 

deare 
To me, as blood to life and spirit : Neare, 
Nay, thou more neare then kindred, iiiend, man, wiC^ 
Male to the female, soule to body : Life [tMan 

To quick [our] action," or the waime soft dde 
Of the resigning, yet resisting Bride. 
The kisse of Virgins; First-*uits of the bed ; 
Soft speech, smooth touch, the lips, the Maiden-head : 
These, and a thousand sweets, co'd never be 
So neaie, or deare, as thoa wast once to me. 
O thou the drink of Gods, and Angds I Wine 
That scatter'st Spirit and Lust ; whose purest shine. 
More radiant then the Summers Sun-beams shows ; 
Each way illustrious, biave ; and like to those 
Comets we see by night ; whose shagg'd ^ portents 
Foretell the comming of some dire events : 
Or some full flame, which with a pride aspires, 
Throwing about his wild, and active fires. 

* The meaning is thM sadt is to the male life to quick, i. e. make 

' lively his actioii — to the bride it is life to mak« quick oi (pvc life to 

' her soft side' Henoe a dtMinctiTe pronoun is required, and I ven- 



ipeech on tblngfs about which silence liad been golden. 
' ■* shaggy, hairy. 
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Tis tbou, 'bore ■ Nectat, O Divinest soule 1 

(Etenull in tbjr self) tiiat canst ccmtroule 

That, which subverts whole nature, grief and care ; 

Vexation of the mind, and dama'd Despaiie. 

Tis thou, alone, vrtio with thjr Histick Fan,* 

Woric'st more then Wsdome, Ait, or Nature can, [than 

To Touze the sacred madnesse ; and awake 

The &os^bound•bIood, and spirits ; and to make 

Them &antick with thy rapttties, flashing through 

The soule, like l^htning, and as active toa 

Tis not Ap(^ can, 01 those thrice three 

CastaHoH sisters, sing, if wanting thee. 

Horaa, Anacram bodi had lost their fome, 

Hadst thou not (ill'd them with thy fire and flama 

Ph^eaa splendour ! and thou TkespUm spring I 

Of which, sweet Swans most drink, before they sing 

Their true-pac'd Numbers, and their Holy-Layes, 

Which makes them worthy Cedar} and the bay^. 

But why ? why longer doe I gaze upon 

Thee with the eye of admiration ? 



* I print 'bon fn ' above.' 

* ~the myttUa vamnu laechi of the tst Ceor^. 

' Used for caskets; or the oil used 10 piescrve MSS. See Glossarial 
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Since I must leave thee ; and enforc'd, must say 

To all thy witching beauties, Goe, Amy. 

Bat if thy whinqtring locAs doe ask me why ? 

Then know, that Nature bids diee goe, not I. 

Tis her enoneous self has made a tnaine 

Uncapable of such a Soveiaigne, 

As is thy poweifull selfe. Frethee not smile ; 

Or smile more inly ; lest thy looks beguile 

My vowes denounc'd in zeale, which thus much show 

thee, 
That I have sworn, but by thy looks to know thee. 
Let others drink thee freely ; and desire 
Thee and their lips espous'd ; while I admire, 
And love thee ; but not taste thee. Let my Muse 
Faile of thy former helps ; and onely use 
Her inadult'rate strength : what's done by me 
HeieaAei, shall smell of the Lamp,* not thee. 

Upm Glasca Ep^. 

r\LASCO had none, but now some teeth has got ; 

Which though they fune,' will neither ake, or 



' — gtmr fbuL Cf. HaitUll^rfKCaMr. 
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Six teeth he has, whereof twice two are known 
Made of a Hall, that was a Muttoo-bone. 
Which not for use, but meerly for the sigb^ 
He weans all day, and dmwea those teeth at nig^t 

£^tm Mn. Eliz : Wheeler, under tfu name 
of Amarfllis.* 
C WEET AmarilUs, bjr a S[»iiig's 

Soft and soule-melting muimuiings, 
Sept ; and thus sleeping, thither flew 
A HoHn^ed-brest ; who at view. 
Not seeing her at all to stir, 
Brought leaves and mosse to covet her : 
But while he^ petMng," tiiere did [nie 
About the Arch of either eye ; 
The lid began to let out day ; 
At which poore Sobm Sew away : 
And seeing ho not dead, but all disleav'd ; 
He chirpt toe joy, to see himself disceaVd. 



' Ttw lady complimested in this puem was probkbly a idaUoa by 
nuciiagc Henidi'i fint couiin, Blaidia, dw •cremh daaj^lcr of 
his onck Bobot, nunied Mr. Jobn Wbeeld'. N. See Ifcmoria]- 
IntrodoctioD and onwaid. * ••to hold, at lou up the bead, peitly. 
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7%e Custai^ 



'POR second course, last night, a Custard came 

To th'board, so hot, as none co'd touch the same : 
Rtrjt, three a foure times with bis chedcs did blow 
Upon the Custard, and thus coolM so ; 
It serai'd by t^" time to admit die toach : 
But none co'd eate it, 'cause it stunk so much. 

TbVLyiAa. katd^Mrttd. 
t^OLD now thine atmes; and hang the head. 

Like to a lillie withered : 
Next, look thou like a adsiy Moooe ; 
Or like jFbeada in a swoone.* 
Then weep, and si^, and mlSOj goe, 
Like to a widdow drown'd in woe : 
Or like a Virginfull of ruth, 
For the lost sweet-Jieart of her youdi : 
And all because, Faire Maid, thou art 
Insensible of all my smart ; 
And of those evill dayes that be 
Now posting on to punish thee. 
The Gods are ea»e, and condemne 
All such as are not soft like them. 

* Probably aotat (hugottcn) Play is idct red to. 
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I^AKE me a heaven ; aod make me there 

Many a lease and greater spheare. 
Make me the straight, and oblique lines ; 
The Motions, Lations,'' and the Signes. 
Make me a Chariot, and a Sun ; 
And let them throu^ a Zodiac run : 
Next, place me 2^oDeB, and Tropicks there } 
With all the Seasons of the Yeare. 
Make me a Sun-set ; and a Night : 
And then present the Mornings-light 
Cloath'd in her Chamlets" of Delight 
To these, make Clouds to poure downe raine; 
With weather foule, then fiure agune. 
And when, wise Artist, that Aou hast, 
With all that can be, this heaven grac't ; 
Ah I what is then this curious skie. 
But onely my Corimuii eye ? 

Upon the mueh lamented, Mr. J. Wair.* 
^HAT Wisdome, Learning, Wit, or Worth, 
Youth, or sweet Nature, co'd bring forth, 

' In fiiU — translations, or local motians. 

* — camkt: originally made of camel's hair and silk: camcloL 

' Not known. 
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Rests here with him ; who whs Uie Fame, 
The Volumne of himsdfe, and Name. 
If, Reader, then thou wih draw neere, 
And doe an honour to thy teare ; 
We^ then for him, for whom laments 
Not one, but many Monuments. 

Upon Giyll. 
r\RYLt eates, but ne^ sayes Gnat; To speak the 

troth, 
GryU ejtbu keeps his breadi to o>o1e his broth ; 
Or else because GriiTs roste do's bum his Spit, 
GryU will not therefore say a Grace for it 

The suspitioH ufon fas ever-tiatck familiarity 
witAa Geatlewomatt. 

A ND must we part, because some say, 

Loud is our love, and loose our play. 
And more then well becomes the day ? \t/uin 

Alas for pitty 1 and for us 
Host innocent, and injur'd thus 
Had we kept dose, or play'd within, 
Suspidon now had been the sinne. 
And shame had foUow'd long ere this, 
Tave plagu'd, what now unpunisht is. 
But we as fearlesse of the Suone, 
As fikultlesse ; will not wish undone, 
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What nov is done ; once tvAen m tm 

VkMts the doort, no shamt amies in. 

Then, comdy and most feigiant Maid, 

Be yaa more waiie, then a&aid [than 

Of these Reports ; because you see 

The fairest most suspected be. 

The common formes have no one qre. 

Or eare of buniiiig jealousie 

To follow them : but chiefly, wheie 

Love malces the cheek, and chin a sphere 

To dance and play in : (Trust me) there 

Suspicion questions every hairt 

Come, you are fiiire ; and sho'd be seen 

While you are in your sprightfiill green : 

And irtiat tbou^ you had been embrace 

"By me, — ^weie you for that imchast ? 

No, no, no more then is yond' Moone, 

Which shining in her perfect Noone ; 

In all that great and ^orious light, 

Ccmtinues cold, as is the night 

Then, beauteous Maid, yoo may retire ; 

And as for me, my chast desire 

S3iall move f wards you ; alQiough I see 

Vour &ce no more : So live you free 

From Fames black lips, as you from me. 
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SingU Itfi most statre. 

CUSPICION, Discontent, and Strife, 

Come in for Dowrie with a Wif& 



7%e Cxru. A Song. 

/^OE, pajm'd man ; and if thou ere return 

To see the smaO remainder in mine Urne : 
When thou shalt Uugfa at my Rdi^ous dust ; 
And ask, Where's now the colour, foime and trust 
Of Wonums beauty ? and with hand moie mde 
Kifle the Flowers which the Virgins strew'd : 
Know, I have pia/d to Furie, that some wind 
May blow my ashes up, and strike thee blind. 

The wounded Cupid. Sot^,^ 
/^UPID as he lay among 

Roses, by a Bee was stung. 
Whereupon in anger flying 
To his MothCT, said thus crying ; 
Help 1 O help t yom Boy's a dying. 
And why, my pretty Lad, said she ? 
Then blubbering, leplyM he, 

' Imitation of Anocraon : Od. ^tt. 



DiGoogle 



HBSPBRIDES. 

A wingfed Snake has bitten me, 

Whidi Country people call a Bee. 

At which she smil'd ; theo with her hairs 

And kisses drying up his teais : 

Alas t sud she, my Wag I if this 

Such a panidous tonnent is : 

Come tel me then, how gre^s the smart 

Of those, thou wonndest witli thy Dait ! 

JbDewes. A Setig. 
I BURN, I bum ; and b% of you 

To quendi, or coole me with yonr Dew. 
I fiie * in fire, and so consume, 
AllJiough the Bile be all perfume. 
Alas I the heat attd death's the same ; 
Whether by choice, or common flame : 
To be io Oyle cX Roses diowti'd, 
Or water ; Where's the comfott found? 
Both bnng iMie death ; and I die here, 
UnlesK you txxAe me with a Teaie : 
Alas I I call ; but ah I I see 
Ye coole, and cc»nfiHt all, but me. 



* See Gloswrial lodei •. 
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Some amfiffl in eaiamitf. 
'po'conquer'd men, some corofort tis to &U 
By thlund of him iriio is the GeneralL 

TV VuAm. 
CITTING aloce (as one forsook) 
Close by a Silver-shedding Brook ; 
( With hands held np to Love, I wept ; 
And »Sus sotrowes spent, I slept : 
Then in a Vision I did see 
A glorious forme :^peare to me : 
A Virgins fiure she had ; her diesse 
Was like a sprightly Sfartatusse, 
A silva bow with green silk strung, 
Down from her comely shouldeis hung : 
And as she stood, the wanton Aire 
Dangled the ringlets of her baire. 
Her legs were such Diana shows, 
When tuckt up * she a-hunting goes ; 
With Buskins shortned to descrie 
The hsppy dawning of her diigh : 
Which when I saw, I made accesse 
To kisse that tempting nakedoesse : 

* O. Hymn to Ceres (cnoncoatl]') aacribed Vt Homer, 176, ai 
CaluUiu Kupt. Pel. ct Tbcc, 1 18. 
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But she fbifoad me, with a wand 
Of Miitle she had in her hand : 
And chiding me, said, Hence, Remove, 
fferriek, thou ait too cooise to love. 

Love me HttU, teoe me Un^. 
■you say, to me-wards your affection's stioi^ ; 

Pray love me little, so you tove me long. 
Slowly goes faire : the meane is best : Desire 
Grown violent, do's either die, or tire. 

Up<m a Virgin kissing a Rose. 
"pWAS but a single Rose, 

Till you on it did breathe ; 
But since (me diinks) it shows 
Not so much Rose, as Wreathe. 

Upon a Wife that dyed mad with /ealousie. 
T N this little Vault she lyes. 

Here, with all her jealousies : 
Quiet yet ; but if ye make 
Any ncHse, they ^h will wale, 
And such spirits raise, 'twill tiien 
Trouble Death to lay agen. 
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Vpm the Bishop ^IJncolne's Imfritonment* 
T^ EVER was Day so over-sick vilh showres, 
But that it had some intennitting honres. 
Never was ni^t bo tedions, but it biew 
The Last Watch out, and saw the Dawning too. 
Never was Dungeon so obscurely deep, 
Wherein or light, or Day, did never pe^ 
Never did Moone so ebbe, or seas so wane. 
But they left Hope-seed to M up againe. 
So you, my Lord, thou^ you have now your stay. 
Your Nig^t, your Prison, and your Ebbe ; you may 
Spring up afresh ; when all these mists are spent. 
And Star-Iile, once more, guild " onr Firmament 
Let but That Higfaty Cesar speak, and then. 
All bolts, all barres, all gates shall cleave ; as when 
That Earth-quake shook the house, and gave the stout 
Apostles, way (unshapkled) to goe out* 
This, as I wish for, so I hope lo see ; 
Though you (my Lord) have been unkind to me : ' 



* 11)ia 'imprisoned' Bishop waa the Stateanwn-Biahop Williains. 
He was elected Bishop of Uncolo 3id kog., )6ii, Bod coDiocraied 
nth Not: tnuulated to York in 1641. 

* —gild. ' Acta of the Apostles, c sri. 
' See Memorial-latToductiDii. 
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To wound ray heart, and never to apply, 
(When you bad power) the meanest remedy : 
WeH ; though my giiefe by you was gall'd,^ the tnore ; 
Yet I bring Balme and Oile to heal your sore. 

I>isswasionsfivmIdlmeue. 
pYNTHIUS pluck ye by the eare, 

That ye may good doctrme heaie. 
Play not with the maiden-haire ; ■ 
For eadi Rin^et there's a snarb 
Cheek, and eye, and lip, and chin ; 
These aie traps to take foc^ m. 
Annes, and hands, and all parts dse, 
Are but Toiles, or Manicles 
Set on purpose to enthrall 
Men, but Slothfulls roost (^ alL 
Live empl(^d, and so live free 
From these Cetteis ; like to me 
Who have found, and still can prove, 
7^ lasU man tht most doth hvt} 



* —Id 6e( or mb> * See Gloourial Index %, *. 

' TtansthegTeatnuMeTOf Love's art: Cedtiamorrcbna) n**g«, 
tutui eris. Orid. Remed. Amor. r. 151. N. 
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Upon Stmt 
C TRUT, once a Forwnan of a Siop we knew ; 

But tum'd a Ladies Usher now, ('tis true :) 
Tdl me, has ^ntt got ere a title more ? 
No ; he's but Fote-man, as he was beft»& 

An BpUht^amk to Sr Thomas Sonthwell 
and his Ladie,* 

MOW, bow's the time; so oft by tiuth 

Promis'd sho'd come to crown your youth. 

Then Faire ones, doe not wrong 

Youi joyes, by stayii^ loi% : 

Or let Love's fire goe out, 

"By lingring thus in doubt : 

But leant, that Time once lost, 

Is ne'r redeem'd by cost 
Then away ; come. Hymen guide 
To the bed, the bashful! Bride. 

* Then appears to bavE been two Sir Tfiomai Southwells ; aac 
settled in Irdand, and too earir for tbia ' Epithalamie,' The odia 
was kiughled iin July, i6ij, and died In li^s. His tdict, Maiy, 
admiiiinatd to his estate i6th December, 1641, whea he was de- 
scribed as of Angleton, in Susses (— Hangletrai, aeai Bri^itoQ}. 
She died almost immediately after, as on jodi Januaty following. 
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Is it (sweet maid) your &ult, these holy 
Bridall-Rites goe cm so slowly? 

Deaie, is it this you dread, 

The losse of Maiden-head ? 

Beleeve me ; you wiU most 

Esteeme it when 'tis lost : 

Then it no loi^r keep. 

Lest Issue lye asleep. 
Then away ; come, ffjmun guide 
To the bed, the bashfiill Bride. 

III. 
These Predous-Pearly-Puriing > teares, 
Bat spring from ceremonious -feares. 

And tis but Native shame, 

That hides the loving flame : 

And may a while controule 

The soft and am'rous soule ; 

But yet. Loves fire will wast 

Such bashiulnesse at last 
Then away ; come, Hymen guide 
To the bed, the bashfiill Bride. 

Sir Hanbeir Meoea, K. B., adnunistered to his estate, the relict Maiy 
being dead. This ' EpitluJaiiue ' must have been wiitten eatljr. 
■ See Gkatanal Index •. v. 
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N^t now hath mudi'd her self half blind ; 
Yet not a Uoiden-head lesign'd I 

Tis strange, ye will not flie 

To Love's sweet mystetie. 

Mij^ yon FuQ-Moon the sweets 

Have, promis'd to your sheets ; 

She soon wo'd leave hv spheare^. 

To be admitted theie. 
Then away ; come, Hymtn guide 
To the bed, die bashfiiQ Bride. 

V. 

On, on devotttly, make no stay; 
WaltTDomiAtta* leada the way : 

And Genius who attokds 

The bed for lucUe ends : » 

VfUb/uw goes the houres, 

And Graces strewing fkivera. 

And the boyes with sweet tone sing,- 

Hymai, O-^wm bring 

* AcdiKdwoid,Iprcsantc,fttF>l>e^araBy»iplui^rmniia,oibride- 
maid attendiDg Ac bride, N. Dr. Notl is mistaken: it is one of tbe 
d^t n/mphal nameB of Jano. Cf.Boi JoDaoD'aHasqneafHyaMCit 
and taU notes tbeteoo. 

* ~Ae power Ibal begets, the lingam deity. 
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Home the Turtles ; ^miM gaide 
To the bed, the bashliill Bride. 

VI, 

Behold 1 how Jifymens Taper-l%ht 
Shews you how much is spent of nigfat 
See, see the Bride-grooms Torch 
Halfe wasted in the porch. 
And now those Tapers five. 
That shew the womb shall thrive : 
Their slv'rie flames advance. 
To tell all prosp'fous diance 
Still shall crown the happy life 
Of the good man and the wife.* 



Move forward then your Rosde feet, 

And make, what ere they touch, turn sweet^ 

* Bonie by die Quinque Cnd ld Raman nuuriagts, andaappoMd 
by •ome to represent tbe higben iiambcr of births at one time. 
Throogbgnt Hetnck combinca classical customs with English, even 
when speaking of home ftstintics and ereniag nenimcnta and 
drinking. 

' "The meadows TOUT walks have IcA so awcEt," — Tennyson: and 
again, " Her feet have toncbcd the meadows and left tbe daisies 
lOE^ '' (HantQ. Eariier in Hertidi'a great friend : 

" Wbere she went the flowers took thickest iwt, 
As she bad ww'd them with hci odorous foot." 
(Sad Shepherd i. i). 
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May all, like flowrie Meads 
Smell, where your soft foot treads ; 
And every thing assume 
To it, the like pei&me : 
As Zephirus when he 'spires 
Through Woodbine, and Swed-bryers. 
Then away ; come Hymen, guide 
To the bed, the bashAill Bride; 

Vlll. 

And now die yellow Vaile,^ at last, 
Over bet fragtaot cheek is cast 

Now seems she to expiesse 

A bashfiill willingnesse :* 

Shewing a heart consenting ; 

As with a will repenting. 

Then gently lead her on 

With wise suspidon : 
For that, Matrons say, a measure 
Of that Passion sweet^is Pleasure; 



' Saflh», Ibe colour tqipiopriatEd to nuniage, and id whidi 
Ujmai is al¥raT9 loppoied to be diened. 
* Tartlet IngcDuiu pudori CaCulluB. EpitbaL Jalie et HanlU. 
Tramfer omine cum bono 
Limcn ancoolos pedes. Idem. N. 
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IX. 

Yon, you that be of her neeiest kin, 
Nov o're the threshold force ha m.' 
Bat to avert the wont ; 
Let'lier, her fillets first 
Knit to the posts*: this pomt 
Remembring, to anoint 
The sides : for 'tis a chaime 
Strong agunst future harme : 
And.the evil deads, the which 
There was hidden bf the Witch. 

X. 

O Vefms / thou, to whom is known 
The best way bow to loose the Zone 
Of Virgins 1 TeU the Maid, 
She need not be afiaid : 
And bid the Youth apply 
Close kisses, if she cry ; 
And charge, he not forbears 
Her, though she wooe with teares. 



' TlK wife in.Romaii maiilagcB was lifted OTCf the Ibiethcild, Ibr 
whidi vaiknis (Ufiering icMons wot allied. 

' A enMom in Ronuui oiairiagcs, as is the anoindng with its 
sitppoaed averting power. 
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Tel them, now they must adventer, 
Since that Love and Ni^t bid enter. 

XI. 

No Fatal Owle the Bedsted keeps, 
With direful notes to fiight your sleeps : 
No Furies, here about, 
To put the Tapers out, 
Watch, or did make the bed : 
Tis Omem full of dread : 
Bat all fiure signs ^q>eate 
Within the Chamber here. , 
yum here, bi off, doth stand 
Cooling sleep wi& channing wand. 

XII. 

Virgins, weep not ; 'twill come, when, 
As she, so youl be ripe for men. 

Then grieve her not, with saying 
Sbe must no more a Maying : 
Or by Rose-buds devine, 
Whol be her Valentine.' 
Nor name those wanton reaks* 
Vave had at Barly^neaks. 
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But now kisse her, and thus saj, 
Take time Lady while ye m^. 



e doois, the I 
The eager Boyes to gather Nuts.* 

And now, both Love and Time 

To their full hdght doe dime : 

O ! give them active heat 

And moisture, both compleat : 

Fit Organs for encieaBe, 

To keep, and to release 
That, which may the himour'd Stem 
Circle with a Diadem.' 

XI7. 

And now, Behold ! the Bed oi Couch 

That ne'r knew Brides, or Bride-grooms touch, 

Feeb in it seUe a fire ; 

And tickled with Desire, 

' The eerenionj of thmring Dim u a, wcddii^, irtiicb bop 
■aanbled for, was of Athenian origin. Bendcs Cunllus, Virgil 
and man; od>ci classic writos nentjon lite cnstom | hence mtaha 
tthctit became piDvatria], fbc die renouncing of childhood. See 
Feinns, SaL i., m. lo. N. On Hne preceding i Clandite oatiavir- 
^□ci : Catullus, as before. 
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Paots with ft Downie biest, 

As with a heart posKSt : 

Shrugging as it did move, 

Ev^ with the soule of love. 
And (oh !) had it but a tongue, 
Doves, two'd say, yee bill too long. 

XT, 

enter thm t but see ye dun 

A sleep, untill the act be done. 
Let kisses, in their dose, 
Breathe as the Damask Rose : 
Or sweet, as is thatgumme 
Doth &t>m Fandaia '' oome. 
Teach Nature now to know. 
Lips can make Cherries grow 

So(mer, then she, ever yet, 

In her wisdome co'd \xgiX. 

XVI. 

On your minutes, hours, dayes, months, years. 
Drop the fat blessing of the sphears. 

Hiftt good, triiich Heav'n can give 

To make you bravely live ; 

' See GbssarUtl Index i. t. 
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Fall, like a spaagling deir,' 
By day, aod ni^t on yon. 
May FoTtones Lilly-hand 
Open at your command ; 
With an luckie Birds to side 
Wth the Bride-groom, and the Bride. 

XVIL 

Let bounteous Fate your spindles full 
Fin, and winde up with vhitest wooIL* 
Let them not cut the thred 
Of life, untaiyebid. 
May Death yet come at last ; 
And not with desp'iate hast : 
But when ye both can say, 
Come, Let us now away. 
Be ^ to the Bam then bom, 
Two, like two ripe shocks of com. 



* Cf, " The beoedictioD of these covering- beftvcni 
Fall on joai heads like dew," 
(Qrob., V. 5, Q. 3JO-I : i^. Hauj VIIL, jr. g 
■ Cr. Ben JoQwm's Hue and Ctjr aAer Cupid t— 
[James canting] 

"lliat was icserved until the Parcae ipoii 
Their wtiiMC wool ; and then his threail begun." 
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Tearesare limgiits. 
Y^HEN yulia chid, I sUMd as mule the iriiile. 

As is the fish, or tonguelesse Crocodfle:* 
Aire coyn'd to words, my ytdia co'd not heare ; 
But she co'd see eadi ^e to stamp * a teaie : 
By which, mine angry Mistresse might descry, 
Teares are the noble language of the eye. 
And when true love of words is destitutje, 
The Eyes by tears speak, while the Tongue is mute.* 

[Epitaph] Upon a young wut/ur of many efaldrett. 
T ET all chaste Matrons, when lliey chance to see 

My num'rous issue: Praise, and pit^ me. 
Praise me, for having such a fruitfiiU wombe ; 
Pity me too, who found so soone a TomU 

7^Elect^a. 
T LE come to thee in aU those sh^>es 

Pi&JffDe did, when he made his r^>es : 
Onely, He not appeare to thee, 
As he did once to SemtU. 

' Long ». vnlgu error. 

* — Coi»—dieiebd)ig a iiaralklismwiili fanner line. 

* Cf. Sidnef ' dsmfa doqnoux,* and Daiuel ' silent itutoric * in 
HeiTiorial-IntiodBCdoa. 
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Thioider and figiitwing Qe i^y bf. 
To UJk with thee fiunOiarlj. 
Which done, then qaickly well 
To one and th'otbeis oakedoesK. 
And ravish^ plunge into the bed, 
(Bodies and souls conunii^M) 
And kissing, so as none may hearei 
We'll weary * all the Fables <> thete. 

His wish, 
TT is snffid^it if we pray 

To ymv, who gives, and takes away : 
Let him the I^nd and Living finde ; 
Let me alone to fit the mind. 

Ms ProtataHon to Ferilla. 
MOONE-DAY and Midnight shall at once be 

seene: 
Trees, at one time, shaU be both seie and greene: 
Fire and wato- shall farther lye 
In one-self-sweetconspiring ^mapathie : 
Summer and Winter shall at one time show 
Rq>e eares of come, and up to th'eares in snow : 

* — wear out oc nhaiut. * i. t. (old of Jove'a amour 
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Seas shall be saodlesse ; Fidda devoid of grasse ; 
Shapelesse the wcfftd (as when all CAaas was) 
Befine, my deare PeriUa, I will be 
False to my tow, or &1I amsf from thee. 

Love pafiimaaU parts. 
TF I kisse AnOtefi brest, 

There I smell the Phenix nest: 
If her lip, the most sincere * 
Altar of Incense, I smell there. 
Hands, and thighs, and \sb%, are all 
Richly Aromaticall. 
Goddesse Ids cannt tntnsfer 
Musks and Ambers wok &om her : ' 
Nor caa/uno sweeter be, 
When she lyes •m&./ove, then Eh& [t^n 

To Julia. 
pERMIT xat, Julia, now to goe away ; 

Or by thy love, decree me here to stay. 
If thou wilt say, that I shall live with thee : 
Here shall my endless Tabernacle be : 
If not, ( as banisht ) I will live alone 
There, iriiere no language ever yet was known. 

* — pnn. ' See GloEsarial Iniki s. v. 
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Onhims^. 
T OV^^CK I am, and must endure 

A desp'rate grief, that finds no cure. 
Ah me I I try ; and trying, prove, 
No Herhi hatxpower to curt Love. 
Only one Soverdgn salve, I know, 
And that is Death, the end c^Woe. 

Virtue is iensibie ofsufirmg- 
'pHOUGH a wise man all pressures 

His vertue stiU is sensible of paine : 
Large shoulders thou^ he has, and well can beare, 
He feeles when Packs * do pinch him ; and the where. 

7Tu cniell Maid, 
A ND," Cniell Maid, because I see 

You scomfiill of my love, and me : 
lie trouble you no moie ; but goe 
Hy way, where you shall never know 
What is become of me : there I 
W31 find me out a path to die ; 
Or leame some way how to fo^;et 
You, and your name, for ever : yet 

* 'loads. * UnusoBl to b^n with 'And.* In our own gcoe- 
iMioii Dibdin ttaits <S wilb " And have fonx not heard of a joUj 
j'oung wucmuui," ftc See Glosaarial Index a. t. 
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Ek I go hence ; know this from me, 
What wQl, in tiine, your Fortune be : 
This to your coynesse I will tell ; 
And having spoke it once, FarewelL 
The lillie will not long endure ; 
Not the Snow continue pure : 
The Rose, the Videt, one day 
See, both these Lady-4owers decay : 
And you must &de^ as wen as they. 
And it may duutce that Love may tnni. 
And (like to mine) make your heart bum 
And weep to see^; yet this thing doe, 
That my last Vow commends to yon : 
When you shall see that I am dead. 
For pitty let a teaie be shed ; 
And (with your Mantle o're me cast) 
Give my cold lips a kisse at last : 
If twice you kisse, you need not feare. 
That I shall stir, or live more here. 
Next, hollow out a Tombe to cover 
Me ; me, the most despisM Lover : 
And write thereon, 7%», Raider, know. 
Love kiifd this man.''- No more but so. 

Huie mitcm bum dura pndk tail. PrapcrtJtu : El^ L Ub. 
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7b Dtaneme. 
C WEET, be not proud of those two eyes, 
Which Star-like spaiUe in their skies : 
Nor be you pioad, that you can see 
All hearts yout captives; yours, yet free : 
Be you not proud of that rich haire, 
Which wantons with the Lore^ck aire : 
Whenas that Utt&it, which you weare, 
Sunk from the tip of your soft eaie, 
Will last to be a precious Stone, 
When all your worid of Beautie's gone. 

TO THE KING, 

To CUM the EvUL* 
'T'O find that Tree of Life, whose Fruits did feed. 

And Leaves did heale, all sicke (^ humane seed : 
To finde Bethada, and an Angel there, 
Stirring the waters,' I am come ; and here. 
At last, I find, (after my much to doe) 
The Tree, Betbesda, and the Angel too : 

* ScroftiU haag ' the King's evil ' tbe reference is to scrofukHu 
diwaae of the joinU and Unibs. See line 8. It la aslooiihing and 
bmniliating bow long this mpcrMitions belief in tbe rc^al toudt 
lingered. Originally it held a noble tradition. * St. John, c. v. 
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And all in Your Blest Hand, which has ibe powcis 

Of aD those suppling-liealing herbs and flowers. 

To that soft Oiami, that S/ea, Otat Sfagick Sa$^ 

That high Enchantment I betake me now ; 

And to that Hand, (tiie Branch of Heavens &ire Ttee) 

I bieele for help ; O I lay that hand on me, 

Adoiid Cesar/ and my Faith is such, 

I shall be heal'd, if that my XIJ^G bat touch. 

He Evill is not Youis : my sorrow sings, 

Hine is the Evill, but the Cure, the KINGS. 

His misery ta a Mistrtsse. 
■Yy^ATER, Water I espie : 

Come, and coole ye ; all who frie* 
In your loves ; but none as L 
Though a thousand showres be 
Still a falling, yet I see 
Not one drop to li^t on me. 
Happy you, who can have seas 
For to quench ye, or some ease 
From your kinder Mistresses. 

I have on^ and she alone, 

Of a thousand thousand known, 

Dead to all compassioiL 

* See Glossarial Index a. v. 
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Such an one, as win lepeat 
Both the cause, and male the heat 
iioK by Fiovocadon great 
Gentle Mends, though I despaiie 
Of mj cure, doe you beware 
Of those Giries, which cruell are. 

VjpoH Jollies wifi. 
"ClKSTi/oUiet wife is lame ; then next, loose-hipt : 
Squint ey'd, hook-nos'd ; and lastl/, Kidney4ipt 

To a Gattieaoman eb/ettingto him 
his gn^ haires. 
AM I deapis'd, because you say. 

And I dare sweare^ that I am gray ? 
Know, Lady, you have but your day ; 
And time will come when you shall weare 
Such frost and snow upon your haire ; 
And when ( though Icmg, it comes to passe ) 
You question with your Looking-^asse ; 
And in that sincere* ChristaU seek, 
But find no Rose-bud in your cheek : 
Nor any bed to give the shew 
Where such a rare Carnation grew. 

' •tmch-telliDg. 
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Ah I then too late, dose in your chamber keeping, 

It will be told 

That you are old ; 
By those true teares y'are weeping. 

2h Cedars. 
T F 'mongst my many Poems, I can see 

One, onely, worthy U> be washt by diee :* 
I live for ever; let the rest all lye 
Id detmes of ,Daiiuiess, or condemn'd to die. 

Ujfioit Cupid. 
T OVE, like a (^psie, body came ; 

And did me much importune 
To see my hand ; that by the same 
He might forfrtell my Fortune. 

He saw my Palme ; and then, said he, 

I tell thee, by this score here ; 
That thou, within few months, shalt be 

The youthful! Prince I/Atmmr here. 

• Prom Horace 

" canniiui fingi 

PoMe linenda cedro. . . ." (Epst. ad Ra. 333 : ri. IL 33i>i). 

C(. " A Dirge Bcnuid Stnait," and Gloasarial Index s. v. 

But could ttie Kbiemae of * codat ' be intended ? See Ltriticus xiv. 
4: Num. six. 6. 



DiGoogle 



HSSPSRIDSS. 109 

I smiTd ; and bade bim ooce qkik prove,^ 
And by tamt cnw M -Hne ahaw it ; 

That I c(/d ne^ be Prince of Love, 
Though here the Princely Poet* 

M>w ^imnaet oamt grem, 

"yiRGIMS, tim&^iast, known were these, 

TtooUed wi± GreeiHidbiesses, 
Tum'd to flowers : StU the hieu, 
Sckty Giiles, they beaie of you. 

7b Jos : Iff: SisAt^ ^Exeter.* 
'VU'HOM she'd I feare to write to, if I can 
Stand before you, my ieank'd Uioeaa/if 
And never shew blood-^niltineMe, or feare 
To see my lines ExcailudraUd heie.- 
Since lUmA to good are, but you may oondemne ; 
Or here so bad, but you may pardon them. 
If then, (my Lord) to sanctifie my Muse 
One ooely Poem out of all youl chuse ; 
And tnaik it for a Raptnre noUy writ, 
Tis Good ConSmt'd ; for you have Bishopt it 

' ^Oj. * See Memoiial-Intiadoction. 

* The iUnstrious and fcnerebk Joseph HbH: bom ifl74: din 
1656, Hi* "Sadies" are still quick as well as his "Jfcdita 
dons " Ac. tc. 
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Upon a bladt T^oist, roundaig tht Armt of 
the Ctmntase e^Cailil&i 
T SAW about her spotiesse wiist, 

Of blackest sOk, a curious tirist ; 
Which, dtcumvolviiig gently, there 
Eothiall'd her Aime, as Prisoner. 
Daik was the Jayle ; but as if light 
Had met t'engenda with the nig^t ; 
Or so, as Daifcnesse made a stay 
To shew at oace, both night and day. 



' ThiB ms nxMt piobftblj Uugarec jid. d. of Prancia Eari of 
Bedfudaivlladrof James Hay, the and. of that name Earl of Car- 
lisle; who succeeded his fsuher James 1636; she bang- the then 
Counteai at the lime Henick puhliahod his Haparida, Yet aight 
die poet hare wiittoi his lines m die I^f Lacf, and wife of James, 
ist earl of Cariisli^ who was celebrated for bet wit and beauijr, 
and at the time Merrick's book cutte ool must have been about the 
a^ of fifty i she was d. of Heniy t Vicy , gih eaii of Notthombet- 
landi ber character is fbund drawn up at the head cf A CoUeoion 
of Lettera made by Sir Tdtia Mathews, Knight, and A^ii^mt to bn 
ladyship: it is a cmious and now rare little booh, printed 1660. 
Waller wiote many ekgont veraea on this " Uright Cariisle of the 
court of heaven." N. The latter was all but certainly Kenick's 
Coonie**. Danes of HctdiMd places bei among his " Wonhy 
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One^ fancie more 1 but if there be 
Such Freedome in C^itivi^ ; 
I b^ of Love, that erer I 
Hay in like Chains of Daiknesse lie. 

I FEARE.no EartUy Poweis ; 

But care f<» aowns of flowen : 
And lore to have nqr Beard 
With Wne and Oile beamear'd 
This day He drowne all sonow ; 
Who knowes to live to mtuiow?* 

£>mFagget 
T>AGGET, a SchooUtoy, got a Swoid, and then 

He vow'd Destruction both to Birch, and Men : 
Who we'd not think this Yonker* fierce to fight ? 
Yet comming home, but somevhat late, (last night) 
Untnisse, his Master bade him ; and that word 
Made him take up his shirt, lay down his swwd. 

' Hisprintol " I " seBCTidently Jn error for "cme" iriiidi ■ 
pnibablj written u l~DDe faacj more. 
■ SoHkUeintbewdl-kaownScottUhsoag: 
"Theprt»emmomeinU oiumd 
Ttie neisi we never saw.'' 
* —Youngster, youth. 
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A Rir^finsentei to Jnlia. 

T ZrUA, I bring 
To diee this Ring,* 
Ma^ for thy finger fit ; 

To shew by this, 

That our love is 
(Or she'd be) like to it. 

Cloae though it bc^ 

The joynt is free : 
So when Love's ycAe it on. 

It nnist not gall, 

Or fret at all 
With hard oppreaaion. 

But it must play 

Sdll either way j 
And be, too, such a yoke, 

As not too wide, 

To over-slide; 
Or be so strait to choak. 

So we, who beare, 
Thisbeame, mustieaie 
Our selves to such a height ; 

> Probably a gemma] rln£. 
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As that the stay 
Of either may 
Create the burden li^L 

And as this round 

Is DO where found 
To flaw, or else to sever : 

So let our love 

As endless prove ; 
And pure as Gold for ever. 

7b tht DetraOer. 
\X7'HERE others love, and praise my Verses; still 
Thylong-black-ThumlHiail marks 'em out 
for ill: 
A feOoii take it, or some Whit-&iw' come 
For to unstat^ or to untile that thumb I 
But ciy thee Mercy : Exercise thy nailes 
To scratch or daw, so that thy tongue not ndlea : 
Some numbers prurient are, and some of these 
Are wanton with their itch ; scratch, and 'twill please; 



■ — WKt-low : a BWdling at end or hnga n 

whit-flow or fla.w. 
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Upom the same. 
T ASK'T thee oft, what Poets thou hsst read. 

And lik'st Uie best ? Still thou reply'st, The dead. 
I shall, eie lon^ irith green turfs cora'd be ; 
Thai sure thou*tlike, or thou vilt envie me. 

Julia's FetHeoet. 
'T'HY Azuie Rob^ I did behold, 
As ayric as the leaves of gold ; 
Which erring^ here, and wandiing there, 
Fleas'd with ttansgression ev^ where : 
Sometimes two'd pant, and «{^, and heave. 
As if to stir it scarce had leave : 
But having got it ; thereupon, 
'Two'd make a brave expansion. 
And pounc't* with Stars, it shew'd to nte 
Like a CtUtHaU Cani^ 
Sometimes 'two'd blaze, and then abate, 
Ijke to a flame growne moderate : 
Sometimes away 'two'd wildly fling ; 
Then to thy thig^ so closely cling, 



' — blowing aside or deviating. 

* "sprinkled as was dust, before blotting-paper, a 
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That some conceit did melt me downe. 
As Loveis &11 into a swoone : 
And all confiis'd, I there did lie 
Drown'd in Delights ; but co'd not die. 
That Leading Cloud, I follow'd EtQl, 
Hoping t'ave seene of it my fill ; 
Bnt ah I I co'd not : sho'd it move 
To Life Eternal, I co'd lore. 

7o Miuitk. 
TIEGIN to chaime, and as thou stroa^st mine eares 

With thy enchantment, melt me into tean. 
Then let thy active band scu'd o're thy Lyre : 
And make my spirits frantick with the fiie. 
That done, sink down into a silv'rie stiaine ; 
And make me smooth as Balme, and Oile againe. 

'T*0 aafe'gaard Man from wrongs, thoe nothing 

most 
Be truer to him, then a wise Distrust \lhan 

And to thy selfe be best this sentence knowne, 
Stan all mtn tpeak; but ertdttfew or none. 
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Corimui's gffit^ a Afvjiing.' 
/~*ET up, get up for shame, tiie Blooming Monie 
Upon her wings presents the god unsbome.^ 
See how Aurvra throwes her taire 
Fresh-quilted coknus* thiough the aire : 
Get up, sweet Slug-«rbed, and see 
The Dew bespangling Heifoe and Tree. 
Each Flower has wept, and bow'd toward the East, 
Above an houre since ; yet you not diest, 
Nay 1 not so much as out of bed ? 
When all the Birds have Mattens seyd. 
And sung thdr ihankfuU Hymnes : 'tis sin, 
Nay, profimatioa to keep in, 
Whenas a thousand Virgins on this day. 
Spring, sooner then die IsA, to fetch in May. [thait 

Rise ; and put on your Foliage, and be scene 

To come forth, like the Spring-time, fresh and greene ; 



* S«e HemcniBl-IotiodnotioD fbr pualtds. Dr. Nott a 
heret The ccremonj of fouif a Jfoyin;, and tbe Mai/ FalxBUia,tiat 
once of great notoriety : dumgh now almost in disuse, ot but fointlj 
shadowed in the lower orden of pcoplci Ac; wcic observed hj 
lOfaitj cToi. Siow«, qootlng Hill, giro ui aoocwitof HaurVui'a 
rHiug a Mi^/ing, wiA his qneen, CBiharine, to ifae hif^ gnMwd on 
Shootei's Hill, accon^nnied by a train oF the nob litr 

■ —Apollo. * Cf. Millon's ' NuiiltT,' L 146, ' dssued donJs.' 
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And sweet as J^tora. Take no care 
For Jewds foi yonr Gowne, or Htire : 
Feve not ; the leaves will irtrev 
Gemms in almndance upcm yon : 

Be^des, the childhood of the Daj has kept, 

Against you come, some OriaU Ptarlt nnwept : 
Come, and receive them while the light 
Hai^ on the Dew-locks of the night : 
And I^ian on the Eastern hill 
Retires himselfe, or else stands still 

Till you come forth. Wash, dresse, be briefe in 
praying: 

Few Beads* are best, when once we goe a Maying. 

Come, my Corimia, cmne ; and comming, marke 

How each field turns a street ; each stieet a Parke 
Made green, and tiimm'd with trees : see how 
Devotion gives each House a Bough, 
Or Branch : Eadi Porch, each doore, ere this, 
An Arke a Tabernacle is 

Made up of whitethorn neatfy enterwove ; 

As if here were those cooler shades of love.* 



* It ia an andcnt cnatom in Dcnm and Cornwall to deck the 
poidiM of booaes wltb bougha of stohkiie and hawlbom on May- 
day. 
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Can such deli^ds be in the street, 

And open fidds, and we not see't? 

Come, well abroad ; and let* s obay 

The Fioclamation made for May : 
And sin no more, as we have d<me, t^ staying ; 
But my Cotvina, come, le^s goe a Maying. 

Here's not a budding Boy, or Girle, this day, 
But is got up, and gone to bring in May. 

A deale of Youth,^ ere this, is come 

Bock, and with WMitt4hom laden home. 

Some have dispatcht their Cakes and Creame, 

Before that we have left to dreame : 
And some have wept, and woo'd, and plighted lYoth, 
And chose their Priest, ere we can cast off sloth : 

Many a green-gown* has been given ; 

Many a kisse, both odde and even : 

Many a {^ance too has been sent 

From out the eye, Lore's Firmament : 
Many a jest told (^ the Keyes betrayii^ 
lliis ni^it, and Locks pickt,' yet w'are not a Maying. 

* See GkMarial Index s.T. 

* GiTing *, maid a {[Teen gown wai, in iu parer sens^ thitminK' 
heron die grasa iponiTdr. 

I The uaualinia] tricks of •wcadMara,vnai(aiiha{)pl7)adanbk 
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Cotae, let us goe^ iriule we are in oar prime ; 
And take the faaimlesse foDie of die time. 

We shall grow old apace, and die 

Before we know our liberty. 

Our life is short ; and our dayes nm 

As &st awi^ as do's the Suime : 
And as a vapoar, or a. diop of laine 
Once tost, can ne'r be found againe : 

So when or you or I are made 

A &ble, song, oi fleeting shade ; 

AH love, all liking, all ddight 

lies drown'd with us in endlesse n^t* 
Then iriiile time serves, and we are but decaying ; 
Com^ ttxf Cfifiiima, ctmie, let* s goe a Haying. 

On Julia's irtati. 
"DREATHE, yu^ Ineathe, and lie protest, 

Nay nunc, lie deeply sweai^ 
That aD the Spices of the East 
Are circumftisM' there. 



e tjAtit wMi CamUtui'i 
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Vpo» » CJtM Ah Spiti^h. 
gUT borne, and like a short Delight, 

I glided by my Parents sight 
That done, the harder Fates deny'd 
Hy longer stay, and so I d/d. 
If pitting my sad Parents Teaies, 
Youl spit a tear or two, with theirs : 
And with some flowrs my grave bestrew, 
Lore and theyl thank you for^ Adieu. 

A Dialogue bettoixt Horace and Lydia, 

Translates* Anno r6i7, andsa 

by Mr. Ro : Ramsey.' 

Hot. ^HILE, Ly^, I was lov'd of thee, 

Nor any was prefeiT'd 'fore me 

To hug thy whitest neck : Then I, \than 

The Penian King liv'd not more happily. 

Lyd. While thou no other didst affect, 
Nor Che was of more respect ; 
Then Lydta, far-fam'd Lydia, 
I flourish't more then Roman JUa. 

' Hoiace ■ Canik ID. 9. 

* The name of this Composer li not found in taj of the nvuical 
aotboritles. 
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Sbr. Now TTirmaiat Clot govems me, 
Sldlfull i' th' Harpe, and Melodie : 
For whose aflecdon, LyiUa, I 
{So Fate spares her) am well content to die. 

Lyd. My heart now set on fire is 

By Omilhts sonne,' yoiu^ Calais ; 
For whose commutuaU flames here I 
(To save his life) twice am content to die. 

£tor. Say our first loves we sho'd revoke, 
And tever'd, joyne in bmen yoke : 
Admit I dot put away, 
And love again lovs<ait-off Lydiat 

LytL Though mine be Imghter then the Star ; 

Thou lighter thai the Cork by far ; \thaH 

Roogfa as th' Adratifk us, yet I 

Will Uve with thee, or else for thee will die. 

7a< ca^dBet! or, Tht lAttk POehtr. 
A S JuUa once a^lumb'ring lay. 
It chanct a Bee did file that way, 



* He torret fooe mutua 

Thurini Calais filius Omjti [IL 14-15.) 



oyGoogle 



HBSPBRIDES. 

(After a dew, or dew-like sbower) 

To dpple freely in a flower. 

Foi some rich flower, he took die lip 

Of /uUa, and be^n to sip ; 

But when he felt he suckt from thence 

Hony, and in the quintessence : 

He diank so mudi he scarce co'd stir ; 

So /ulia took the pilferer. 

And thus suipriz'd (as Filchers use) 

He thus bc^an bimselfe t'excuse : 

Sweet Lad^Ftcwer, I never brought 

Hither Uie least one* theeving tho«^t : 

But taking those rare lips of yours 

For some fresh, fragrant, luscious flowers r 

I thought I might there take a taste, 

Whoe BO much sirrop ran at waste. 

Besides, know this^ I never sting* 

The flower that gives me nourishing : 



* One WDaU almost iinagiiic diat Horidc bcre had in vieir ti 
adaa whtdi Secaodiu giva (he bee, in hia Bona .' and Aai ti 
tie Insect attended to it. 

Heu I non at atimulis compungite moUe lahdlom | 

Ex ocniis sdmoloa (ibral et ilia panik 
Credite non nllum patjemr tqIdiu innltuin i 
Leniler innocuae mella legatii apes. 

Joan. Sec. Banani, 19. N. 
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But with a kisse, or thanks, doe pay 
For H(»ie, that I beare away. 
This said, he bud his little serip 
Of hony, Yore her l^iship : 
And bdd her, (as some tears did fall) 
That that, he took, and that was all. 
At which she smil'd ; and bade him goe 
And lake his bag; but thus much know, 
Whm next he came a-pil&ing so. 
He sho'd from her fiill lips derive, 
Hoay enough to fill his hive. 

QtowPrig. 
"DIIIG now drinks Water, who bdbre diank Beere : 

Whafs now the cause? we know the case is deeie : 
Look in Pr^s purse, the chev'rell^ there tells you 
J^ mony wants, either to buy, or tnew. 

C^Batt 
"D^TThegetschildreD, not for love to reare 'em; 
But out of hope his wife might die to beare 'em. 



■•cbereril louhei (pine) made of wiU goats' skin : kid. 
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An Ode to Master ^idymion Porter, 
uptm his Brothers death.* 
M or all thy flushing Sunnes are set, 

Herri A, as yet : 
Not doth Uiis lar-diawn Hemifiphere 
Frown, and look sullen ev'iy where. 
Daies may conclude in nights ; and Suns may rest,^ 

As dead, within the West ; 
Yet the next Mome, re-guild the fragrant EasL^ 

Alas for me I that I have lott 

E'en all almost : 
Sunk is my sight ; set is my Sun ; 
And aD the kxune of life undone : 
The staffe," the Ehne, the prop, the sheltVing waU 

Whereon my Vine did ciawle. 
Now, now, blowne dovne ; needs must the old stock fall. 



* See HenMKial-InCrodactloii, aa befafc. 

7 Here we bave a beautiful ampliGcstka of the thne Iblhnring 
lines from CatuUus : — 

Soles ocddere, tt ledire poasunt ; 
Nobis, cum semel oocidit bicris lux, 
Nox est pcrpetoa una domicuda. 
Caim. 5. N. 

* The first MUiza ii to be auppoaed aa epiAen ty Putet. 

* — suppoR or frame-wark. 
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Yet, Jbtier, vbile thou keep'st alive, 
Id death I thrive ; 
And Uke a 71i«nSv ie-«q»ii« 
From out my Nardc^i and Fun'rall fire : 
And as I pnrne my feather'd youth, «o I 

Doe marl how I co'd die, 
Whea I had Thee, my chiefe Preserver, by. 

I'm up, Fm up, aad blesse that haad, 

Which makes me stand 
Now as I doe ; and but for thee, 
I must coofesse, I co'd not be. 
The debt a paid '. for he who doth resigne* 

Thanks to the gea'rous Vine ; 
Invites fresh Grapes to fill his Presse with Wine. 

7J> Ais dymg Bn&Ur, Master 
William Henick.» 
J IFE of my life, lake not so soone Thy flight, 

But stay the time till we'have bade Good night 
Thou hast both Wind and Tide with thee ; Thy way 
As soone dispatcht is t^ the Night, as Day. 
Let us not tiien so rudely hencefcoth goe 
Till we have wept, kis^ sight, shook hands, or so. 

* —apicc burned at the pyn. ' —offer? 

' See Memorial-Introduction. 



DiGoogle 



126 HBSPBRIDBS. 

There's pauie in parting ; and a kind of bdl, 

When once tme-loveis take their last Fare-welL 

What ? shall we two otu endlesse leaves take here 

Wthout a sad looke, or a solemne teare ? 

He knowes not Love, that hath not this truth proved. 

Loot is mast loth to Itaoe the thing btlavtd. 

Vay we oui Vowes, and goe ; yet whoi we pait. 

Then, even then, I will bequeath my heart 

Into thy loving hands : For lie keep none 

To warme my Breast, when thou my Pulse ait goa& 

No, here lie last, and walk (a harmless shade) 

About this Ume, wherein thy Dust is laid, 

To guard it so, as nothing here shall be 

Heavy, to hurt those sacred seeds of thee. 

ITu Olive BrofKh, 
C ADLY I walk't widiin the field, 

To see what comfort it wo'd yeeld : 
And as I went my private way« 
An Olive-branch before me lay : 
And seeing it, I made a stay. 
And took it up, and vieVd it ; then 
Kissing the 0mm, stud Amen : 
Be, be it so, and let this be 
A Divination imto me : 
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That in short dme my woea shall cease ; 
And Lore shall crown my End with Peace. 

V^on Much-more.^ ^P'g- 
"^Jf UCJS-MORE, provides, aad boords up like an 

Ant; 
Yet Mu^irmert still comidains he is in want 
Let MucA-nwrt justly pay lus Qrthes ; llien tiy 
How both his Meale and Oile will miilti[dy. 

2i CMtrry-blossomts. 
VTE may dmpo^,' blush, and smile, 

And perfimie the aire a-vbile : 
But (sweet things) ye must be gone , 
Fruit, ye know, is conuniog on : 
Thai, Ah ! Then, where is your grace. 
When as Cheiries come in place? 

Sow IMHes eamt wkitt, 
AVrm'^^KX'^yebe; yet^ LiUies, know, 
Frran the first ye were not so : 
But ne tell ye 
WhatbefeUye; 

* Like odien in these Epigiuns, diia was no doolx idKNen R 
ciplcMifc of A gnody miacdf fellow. Ben Jooson liaa liimlar diai 
D his Epigram*. * —look jdcuuit i deterioiaied Bkiia 
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Ct^id and Ui Mother lay 

In a doiid ; irttfle both did play, 

He with his pretty finger prest 

The lubie niplet of her braut ; 

Out of the which, the cname of li^t, 

like to a Dew, 

FeO downe on yon, 
And made ye white. 



To I 
A H, cruell Love \ must I endure 

Thy many scorns, and ftad bo cure ? 
Say, are thy medidDea made to be 
Helps to all othen, but to me t 
lie leave thee, and to Aksus cone f 
Comforta you^ affsid me Bcmie : 
You can ease my heart, and doe 
What Love co'd ne'r be brought unto. 

WHAT was^ that fell but now 

From that warme kisse of ours ? 

* "Thenispanncs.dui'afijrthcHiKhM," [goodthoDgfats]. Hani- 
IMIV., J. 

I -giUi'Howen : the " Poiie lA GUloflomi" (isSo) of Huiiq>h. 
GiSb(d hw imTnoTtaJ'ucd the name. 
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Look, look, by Love I ww 
They vera two GtUi^ffwen. 

Let's kisse, and kisse sgen ; 

For if so be our doses 
Make GelUflowers, theo 

I'm rare theyl fiublon Smk. 

7TU IMfy in a Ckr^tal* 
VOU have beheld a smiting Scst 

When Vi^DS hands have drawn 

O'r it a Cobweb-Lawne : 
And here, you see, this Lilly shows, 

Tomb'd in a Christal stone, 
More fiure in this transparott case. 

Then when it grew alone ; \than 

And bad but sio^e grace. 

You see how Ovome bot naked is ; 

Nor daunces In the ejre 

Without a Stiawbeiiie : 
Or some fine tincture,' like to this, 

■ Sec Ucmoiial-IntrodiKtiDii. This was a faiootitc of Herrick's 
WD. See Glossaiia] Index undet * diristaL' 

* —colour, as tn heraldic Unguoi^c. See Mcmorial-IntioductiDD 
n Herrick's feeling foi odour. 
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Wbkh dnws the sight Uieieto, 
More by that wantoning with it ; 

Then when the paler hieu \thiu 

No mixtuie did admit 
You see bov Amier thnnigh the streams 

More gently stroaks the d^t, 

WI± some conceal'd delight ; 
Then when he darts his radiant beams 

Into the boimdlesse aire : 
Where either too much light, his wtHth 

Doth all at once impairc, 

Or set it little forth. 

Put Purple grapes, or Chenies in- 

To Glasae, and they will send 

More beau^ to commend 
Them, from that deane and subtile Aiti, 

Then if they naked stood, [/Am 

And had no other pride at all, 

But their own fleah and Uood, 

And tinctures naturalL 

Thus lillie. Rose, Gn^>e, Cheny, Creame, 

And Straw-beny do sdr 

More love, when they transfer 
A weak, a soft, a broketi beame ; 
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Then if the? sWd discover [tian 

At fiiU their piopa ezcelleiioe ; 

Wthout some Scean cast om, 
To juggle with the sense. 

Thus let this CkristaPd liUU be 

A Rule, how far to teach, 

Your na^ednesse most reach : 
And tha^ no further, then we see 

Those glaring colours laid 
Bf Arts wise hand, but to this end 

They sho'd obey a shade ; 

Lest they too far extend. 

So thoi^' y'aie iriiite as Swan, or Snow, 

And have Uie power to move 

A worid (^ men to love : 
Yet, when your Lawns & Silks shal Bow ; 

And that ^lite cloud divide 
Into a doubtful Twi-Ught ; then, 

Then will jrour hidden Pride 

Raise greater fires in men. 



T IKE to a Bride, come forth, my Booke, at last, 
With all thy richest jewels over-cast : 
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Say, if there be 'moagit many jems here ; one 
Deservelesse of dw name of An^m .-> 
Blush not at all for that ; since we have set 
Some Ftaris on QiuMt, that have been counteifeL 

Vpon SMU woMea. 
'T'HOU who wilt not love, doe this ; 

Leairne of me what Woman ia. 
Somtihing mtkde of thred and thramme ;' 
A meete Botch <tf all and iome.' 
Pieces, patches, ropes of haiie ; 
lo-laid Garbage ev'iy wtieie. 
Out-side sillc, and out-side L^wne ; 
Sceanes* to cheat us neatly diawne; 
False in 1^, and &lse in thighes ; 
False in breast, teeth, haire, and eyes : 
False in head, and false enough ; 
Onely true in shreds and stuffe. 



' Henick, fbtlofring the Frendi (sot CotgraTC t. *.) tuea parago 
aa — peerless one or patton. Shakapean bai the Tab in tbe acna 
of to compue as trodlcni (Anc & CI i i. i) and also to exa 
(Othello il. I and cf. Htaij Vm^ ii. 4). Sec Glossahal Index s. t. 

' — endt of weavo'B waips or coane 7am. 

■ — the vhole and puts. 

* Usedai-KRoi. Sec Glouarial Index i. v. 
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Supreme feriune fcUU soonest. 
'VyHILE leanest Beasts in Pastures feed, 
Thefiatest Oxe tke first must bleed. 

The Wtlcome to Sadi.^ 
CO soft streams meet, so springs with {gadder 

Meet after long divon^nent by the lies : 
When Love (the child of likeoesse) urgeth on 
Their Chiistal natures to an union. 
So meet stolne kisses, when the Moonie ni^ts 
Call forth fierce Lovers to their wiaht Delights : 
So Kims 6* Queens meet, when Desire convinces* 
All thoughts, but such as aime at getting Princes, 
As I meet thee. Soule of my Hfe, and fame 1 
EtemaQ I^mp of Love I whose radiant flame 
Ont-^ares the Heav'ns Osiris i' and ±y gleams 
Out-sfaine the splendour of his mid-day beams. 
Welcome, O welcome my illustrious Spouse ; 
Welcome as are the ends unto my Vowes : 
I |B fiir more welcome then the happy soils, \^tkan 
The SearScouTg'd Merchant, after all his toUe, 

* Sec Hemoriai-IntTiKliKition, aa this. ' —conquers. 

T The Snn. H. » -Ayi Me Gk«sarial Indei s. .. 
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Salutes with tears of jo^ ; when fires betray 

The smoakie chinmeys of his Ithaat. 

Where hast thou been so long from my embiaces, 

Pooie pittyed Exile ? Tell m^ did thy Graces 

Flie discontented hence, and for a time 

Did rather choose to blesse another dime ? 

Or wenf St thou to this end, the more to move me. 

By thy short absence, to desire and love thee? 

Why frowns my Sweet ? Why won't my Saint ccmiei 

Favours on me, her fierce Idolater ? 

Why ate Those Looks, Those Looks the which have been 

Tim&past so fragrant, sickly now drawn in 

Like a dull Twi-li^t ? TeU me ; and the feult 

He e]q)iate with Sulphur, Haire, and Salt :> 

And with the Christal humour of the spring. 

Purge hence the guilt, and idU this qoarrdltng. 

Wo^ thou not snule, or tdl me what's amisse? 

Have I been cold to hug thee, too remiss^ 

Too temp'rate in embracing? Tell me, ha's desire 

To thee-ward dy'd ith'embers, and no fire 

Left in this lakt-up Ash-heap, as a mark 

To testifie Uie glowing of a spai^? 

Have I divoTct thee onely to combiile 

In hot Adult'ty with another Wine ? 
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True, IcotifesseIleftthee,aiidappea]e 
Twas done hy me, more to confirme my zeale, 
And double my affection on thee \ as doe those. 
Whose love growes more enflam'd, by being Foes. 
But to forsale thee ever, co'd there be 
A thoDg^t of suchlike possibilitie? 
When thou thy selfe dar'st say, thy lies shall lack 
Gr^>es, before HerriA leaves Canarie Sack. 
Thou mak'st me ayrie, active to be bora, 
like Iphydui^ upon the tops of Com. 
Thou mak'st me nimble, as the winf^ howers. 
To dance and caper on the heads of flowers. 
And ride the Sun-beams. Can there be a thing 
Under the heavenly IHs} that can bring 
Mcoe love unto my life, or can present 
My Genha with a fuller blandishment ? 
niustiious Idoll ! co'd th* jEgyptiaas seek 
Help from the Garluk, Onytm, and the Luk, 
And pay no vowes to thee ? who wast their best 
God. and far more transcendent then the rest "i 
Had Ctunus, that weak Water-diinker,' known 
Thee in thy Vine, or bad but tasted one 

* So Vi^l of CamiUa. * The tCooiu H. 
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Small Cbabce of thy frantick liquor ; He 
As the wise Cato had aiq)rov'd of diee. 
Had not yoves' son, that btavc Tyn'n/MtM Swain, 
(Invited to tbe Thabian banquet) ta'ne 
Full goblets of thy gen'roos blood ; his spright 
Ne'r had kept heat for fifty Maids that lUgbL 
Come, come and kisse me ; Love and lust commends 
Thee, and thy beauties ; kisse, we will be friends 
Too strong for Fate to break us : Look vfoa. 
Me, with that full pride of complexion. 
As Qtuena, meet Queenes; or come thou unto nie, 
As CUopairs came to AnthonU; 
When her high cani^^e did at once pieseot 
To the Drutrnvir, Love and WondermenL 
Swell up my nerves with spirit ; let my blood 
Run through my vanes, like to a hasty flood- 
Fill each part full of fire, active to doe 
What thy commanding soule shall put it to. 
And till I tume Apostate to thy love. 
Which here I vow to serve, doe n<U remove 
Thy Fieis from me ; but Apollo's cuise 
Blast these-like actions, or a thing tbaf s worse ; 
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When these Circumstants* shall but live to see 
The time that I prevaricate' from thee. 
Call me 7^ toniu ef Been, and then con tine 
Me to the Tap, the Tost, the Turfe •; Let Wine 
Ne^ shine upon me ; May my Numbeis all 
Run to a sudden Death, and FuneralL 
And last, when thee (deare Spouse) I disavow, 
Ne^ may Frophetique Daphtu crown my Brow. 

Imposs3>Uitks to hhfneni. 
Vf Y faithlii! friend, if you can see 

The Fruit to grow up, or the Tree : 
If you can see the colour come 
Into the blushing Peare, or Plum : 
If you can see the watn grow 
To cakes of Ice, or flakes of Snow : 
If you can see, that drop of rune 
Lost in the wild sea, once againe : 
If you can see, how Dreams do creep 
Into the Brain by earie sleep : 
Then there is hope that you may see 
Her love me once, who now hates me. 

* — snrroaiuUngB, cDvironings. * — plaj tatt and loose an bctraj't 



DiGoogle 



HBSPBRWBS. 



£$W«Luggs. £f^. 
T t/C^ by the Condemnation of the Bench, 

Was lately whipt for lying with a Wench. 
Thus Fames and Pleasures tume by tume succeed : 
Ift smarts at last, who dds not first takt ke^. 

Upon Gubbs. Ep^. 
riCW^5 calls his children Kitlings'^ : and we'd bound 
{Some say) for joy, to see those Ridings diown'd. 

Ta livt merrily, and to trust to 
Good Verses. 
T^OW is the time foi mirth, 

Nor cheek, or tongue be dumbe : 
For with the flowrie earth. 
The golden pomp is come. 

The golden Pomp is come ; 

For now each tree do's weaie 
( Made of her F^^ and Gum ) 

Rich beads of Amierhete. 
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Now raignes the Hose, «nd sow 
Th' Arabian Dew besmears 

My unconttoIlM brow, 
And my retorlid* haires. 

Homer, this Health to thee, 
In Sack of such a kind. 

That it wo'd make thee see, 
Though thou wert ne'r so blind. 

Next, Virgil, He call forth. 
To pledge this second Health 

In Wine, whose each cup's worth 
An Indian Common-wealth. 

A Goblet next He drink 
To (hid; and suf^tose. 

Made he the pledge, he'd think 
The worid had all one Aose.^ 

Then this immensive' cup 
Of Aromatike wine. 



• — thnnni back. 

' A pkj on tbe Poet's Dame of 'Nuo,' kacl referring slIm to that 
aonnis disposition which was supposed to be indicated by a long 
ae. ' — ntcasutdess. 
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CatuUus, I quaffe up 
To that Terce* Huse of thine. 

Wild I am now with heat ; 

O BaaAus I coole thy Raies ! 
Or frantick I shall eate 

Thy Hiyrse, and Wte the Bc^a. 

Round, round, the roof do's nm ; 

And being lavisht thus, 
Come, I will drink a Tun 

To my Prgpertius. 

Now, to Tibuiius, next, 
This flood I drink to thee : 

But stoy ; I see a Text, 
That this presents to me. 

Behold, TVtuUui lies 

Here burnt, whose smal return 
Of ashes, scarce suffice 

To Sll a little Ume. 

Trust to good Verses then ; 

They <Kiely will aspire, 
When Pyramids, as men. 

Are lost, i'th'fimerall fire. 
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And vhea all Bodies meet 

In ZetA£ to be drown'd ; 
Then onely Numbers sweet, 

With endless life are crown'd. 

J^re daya .- or, JJaama deteitfull. 
17 AIRE was the Dawne ; and but e'ne now the Skies 
Shew'd like to Creame, enspii'd* with Straw- 
berries: 
But on a sudden, all was chaog'd and gone 
That smil'd in that fiist-sweet complexion. 
Then Thunder-daps and Lightning did conspire 
To teare the wortd, or set it all on fire. 
What trust to things below, whenas we see, 
As Men, the Heavens have their Hypocrisie ? 



Lips IbtfgMt&ut.^ 
T^OR my part I never caie 

For those lips, that tongue-t/d aie : 

* — bieatbed upon. See GbMMiUI lodes s. t. 

^ This link jeu-d'eiprit ii possibly gnnmded on the following lines : 

Si lio^un daoso (enei in ore, 

Fnictus ptqiicics amoria oiunes : 

Veibosi gaudet Vcdus loquell. 

Catullus. Carm. j;i. N. 
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Tell-taks I wo'd have them be 
Of my Mistrease, and of me. 
Let them prattle how that I 
Sometiines freeze, and sometimes &ie : 
Let them tell bow she doth move 
Fore or backward in her love : 
Let them speak by gentle tones, 
One and th'othere pas^ons : 
How we watch, and seldome sleep ; 
How by Willowes we doe weep : 
How by stealth we meet, and then 
Kisse, and sigh, so part agea 
This the lips we will pennil 
For to tell, not publish it 

7h ikt Rver, net to trouble Julia. 
•pH'AST dar'd too bm ; but Fuiie now foibeare 

To give the least disturbance to her haire : 
But lesse presume to lay a Flait upon 
Her skins most smooth, and deaic expansion. 
Tis like a I^wnie-Fmnament as yet 
Quite dispossest of either fiuy, or fret. 
Come thou not neere that Filmne so finely siM^d, 
Where no one piece is yet unkvellM. 
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This if thou dost, woe to thee Ftirie, woe, 

ne send such Frost, such Haile, such Sleet, and Snow, 

Such fears, quakes, Palsies, and such Heates as shall 

Dead thee to th' most, if not destroy thee all. 

And thou a thousand thousand times shall be 

More shak"! thy setfe, then she is scorcht I^ diee. 

7h Puids. 
I. "^ELCOME, Maids of Honour, 
You doebiiog 
In the ^»ing; 
And wait upon her. 

9. She has Virgins many, 
Fresh and £iire ; 
Yet you are 
More sweet then any. [t^n 

3. Y'are the Maiden Posies, 
And so giac't. 
To be plart, 



4. Yet thou^ thus respected, 

By and by 

Ye doe lie, 

Poore Girles, neglected. 
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Upon Btince. Epig. 
Vf ONY thouow'st me; Prethee fix a day 

For payment promis'd, thou^^ thoa oever pa 
Let it be Doomes-day \ nay, take loiter scope ; 
Pay when di'att hooest ; let me have some hope. 

To CantatiOHi. A Song. 
I. CTAY while ye will, or goe; 

And leave no scent behind ye : 
Yet trust me, I shall know 
The place, irtiere I may find ye : 

3. Within my Zudtfs cheek, 
( Whose Liveiy ye weaie ) 
Play ye at Bide or Setk, 
I'm siue to find ye there. 

To the Vir^m, to make much of Time? 
I : QATHER ye Ros&4)uds while ye may. 
Old Time is still a-Qying : 
And this same fiower that smiles to day, 
To morrow will be dying. 

' See Memorial-lnuodunion on this. 
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2. The glorious Lamp of Heaven, the Sun, 

The higher h^a ar^ettiiig ; 

The sooner will bis Race be ntn, 

And neerer he^s to Setting 

3. That Age is best, which is the first. 

When Youth and Blood aie warmer ; 
But being spent, the worse, and worst 
Times, still succeed the former. 

4. Then be not coy, but use your time ; 

And while ye may, goe many : 
For having lost but once your prime, 
Yon may for ever tarry. 



Safety to look to oius sdfi. 
P'OR my neighbour lie not know. 
Whether high he builds or no : 
Onely this Ue look upon, 
Finn be my foundation. 
Somid, or onsound, let it be ; 
Tis the lot ordain'd for me. 
He who to the ground do's fall. 
Has not whence to smk at ail. 
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7b hit I^imd, on the 
uMhHuaNe Times. 
T>LAY I co'd once ; but (gentle friend) you see 

Hy Hatp hung up, ha« on the Willow tree. 
Sing I co'd once ; and bravely too enspire, 
(Wdi lusdous Numbers) my melodious Lyrei 
Diair I co'd once (althon^ not stocks or stones, 
AmphioH'^SkK) men made of flesh and boiLes, 
Whether I wo'd; but (ah!) I know not how, 
I feete in me, this transmutation now. 
Griefe, (my deare friend) has flrst my Haip unstrung ; 
Wther'd my hand, and palsie-struck my tongue. 

jm JPifOru Ms PiUar. 
I. ^NELY a litde more 
I have to write. 
Then He give ©"re, 
And bid the w<^d Good^iight 

3. Tis but a flying minute, 
That I must sUy, 
Or linger in it ; 
And then I must away. 



oyGoogle 



$. time that caVst down all I 
And scarce leav*!! heie 
Memorisll 
Of any men that were; 

4. How many lye forgot 

In Vaults beneath? 
And piece-meale rot 
Without a iame in death? 

5. Behold this living sttmc^ 

I reateforme, 
Ne'r to be thrown 
Downe, envious Time by thee. 

6. Pillats let some set up, 

(If so they please) 
Here b my hope. 
And my Pyramida.'' 

Safirty im Oe Siore. 
'll/'HAT though the sea be calme ? Trust to the 

shore : 
Ships have been drown'd, where late they danct 

before. 

' Note tbe pnmiindation to itijriDe irith * pleaie * — p]rr-kiii-i<i 
it had not ya been peifectlj Anglidaed. 
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A Pastortdl upom the Btrik of Prina Charles, 
Pmenitd to tfu King, and Set by 
Mr. Nic : Laniere.' 
7^ ^takers, MiitiUo, Amintas, and Amarillis. 
Amin. QOOD day, Mirtm. Mtrt. And to you 
DO lesse: 
And all &ire Signs lead on our Shepardesse. 
Amar. Wth all white luck to you. Mtrt. But say, 
what news 
Stirs in our Sheep-walk ? Amin, None, save that my 

Ewes, 
My Weathers, Lambcs, and wanton Kids are well. 
Smooth, faiie, and fat ; none better I can tell : 
Or that this day Menakhas keeps a feast 
Tat his Sheep-shearers. Afir. True, these are the least 
But, dear Amintas, and, sweet AmariUis, 
Rest but a while here, by this bank of Lillies. 



* This was tifterwaitb Oiarles n : born ilija : NSchcdaa Lamete, 
paintet, engraver and mu«icia]i, waa bom in Italy in tj68. He 
came eaflf in life to Englaad. One of his diief oomposidou was 
a Masque perftinned on tbe rouriage of the Earl of Somerset wicti 
tbe Countcas of Essex. His own ponrait, bf himself, is in the 
Husic-School at Oxford. He died in Norember, 1646. This it will 
be seen is another early poem. See Hemoriat-Intioduction. 
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And lend a gentle eare to one report 

The Countiy has. AimuU. From whence ? Amor. 

From whence ? Mir. The Couit 
Three dayes before the Shutting in of May, 
(With whites^Wool' be ever crown'd that day!) 
To all our joy, a sweet-fac't child was bome. 
More tender then the childhood of the Mome. [t/iait 

Chor. Fan pipe to him, and bleats of lambs and sheep, 
Let Lullaby the pretty Prince asleep ! 

Mirt. And that his birth sbo'd be more angular, 
At Noone of Day, was seene a Silver Star, 
Bright as the Wise-men's Torch, iriiidi guided them 
To God's sweet Babe, «^en bome at Bethltkem ;^ 
While Golden Angela {some hare told to me ) 
Sung out his Birth with Heav'nly Minstialaie. 

Ammt O tare 1 Butis't a trespasse if we three 
Sbo'd wend along his Babyj^hip to see ? 

Mir. Not so, not sa CAar. But if it chance to prove 
At most a &u]t, tis but a fiiult of love. 

Amar, But, deare MaiUlo, I have heard it told, 
Tbose learned men brought Inttnst, Myrrhe, and Gold, 
From Countries &r, with store of SfHces, (sweet) 
And laid them downe fw OAmgs at his feet* 

' See Glossarial Index s. v. ' See MenKirial-IiitiaductiaD on this. 
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Mirt. Tis true indeed ; and each of us will bring 
Unto our smiling, and our blooming King, 
A_neat:, though not so great an Offering. 

Amor. A Gailand for my Gift shall be 
Of flowers, neV suckt by th' theeving Bee^ 
And all most sweet ; yet all lesse sweet then he. \than 

Amint. And I will beare along with you 
Leaves dropping downe the honyed dew. 
With oaten pipes, as sweet, as new. 

Mirt. And I a Sheep-hook will bestow, 
To],have his httle King-ship know. 
As he is Prince, he's Shepherd toa 

Ci^tr. Come lef s away, and quickly let's be drest, 
And quickly give, 7%f iw^iett Graa is iat. 
And when before him we hare l^d our treasures. 
Well blesse the Babe, Then back to Countrie pleasures. 

To tht Lark, 
QOOD speed, for I this day 
Betimes my Mattens' say : 
Because I doe 
B^iiin to wooe : 
Sweet singing Lark, 
• Be thou the Cla^ 
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And know thy when 
To say, Amen. 
And if I prove 
Blest in my love ; 
Then thou shalt be 
H^h-FrieA to me, 
At my retume, 
To Incense buroe ; 
And so to solemnize 
Love's, and my Sacrifice. 



7X« BubiU. A Sot^. 
'yO my revenge, and to hsr desp'rate feares, 

Flie, thou made Bubble of my sighs, and tears. 
In the wild sire, when diou hast rowl'd about. 
And (like a blasting Planet) found hei out ; 
Stoop, mount, passe by to take her eye, then glare 
like to a dreadfnll Comet in the Aire : 
Next, when thou dost perceive her fizM ught, 
For thy levei^ to be most opposite \ 
Then like a Globe, or Ball of Wild-fire, flie, 
And break thy sdf in shivers on her eye. 
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A Meditate for kii JKOrast. 

But (Deaiest) of so short a stay ; 
That where you grew, scarce man can say. 

a. You are a lovdy /ufy^fimier, 

Yet one mde wind, or luffliog shower, 
Will force you hence, (and in an houre.) 

3. You are a sparkling Xate i'thTiud, 
Yet lost, ere that chast flesh and blood 
Can shew where you or grew, or stood. 

4. You are a full-spread Aire-set Yi&e, 
And csB witii Tendiills love intwine, 
Yet di/d, «e yo« ditfnll your Wi&e. 

5. You are like Balme inclosid (well) 
In Amier, or some Chtystaii shell. 
Yet lost eie you transfuse youi smeU. 

6. Yon are a dainty VMet, 

Yet wither'd, ere you can be set 
Wthia the Virgins Coronet 

7. You are the Qkow all flowers among. 
But die you must (faiie Kf^d) ere long. 
As He, the maker of this Song. 
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The bleeding hand : oi, TTutprigef 
Egian/me gwai to a maid. 
T^ROM this bleeding hand of mine, 

Take this q>rig of Eglantine. 
Which (thwigh Bweet unto your smell) 
Yet the firetfiill bryar wiU tell. 
He who plucks the sweets shall prove 
Many thorns to be in Love. 

Lyrickfor L^ades. 
C* OLD I've none, for use or show. 

Neither Silver to bestow 
At my death ; but thus much know, 
lliat each Lyri<i here shall be 
Of my love a L^^e, 
Left to all posteri^. 
Gentle Mends, then doe but please. 
To accept such coynes as these ; 
As my last Remembrances. 
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A Dirff upm the Death <^ the R^ Fa/unt 
Lord, fienurd Stuait* 
. UENCE, hence, pro&me ; soft silence let us have ; 
While ve this Trtntall^ sing about thy Grave: 
Had Wolves or Tigera seen but thee, 
They wo'd have shew**! civility ;• 
And, in compassion of thy yeeres, 
Washt those thy puiple wounds with teais. 
But since th'art slaine ; and in thy fall, 
The drooping Kingdome suSm alL 

Cher, This we will doe ; well daily come 
And offer Tears upon thy Tomb : 
And if that they will not suffice, 
Thou shalt have soules for sacrifice. 



* Rdbcn Heath) id lus " QuBMena" (i6go), baa a poem in ode- 
bration of Diu Sayalin Woidir (" Ekgica " p. 8). Tlii* wu Bcnuid 
Scnait, foonb son of Etme, 3rd Dofce of tcnnoz. He was 00m- 
mander of the Kins** tioop of gnanb in the Ciril Wan, and waa 
killed at Bowtm Hcalfa, near Chester, in 1645. 

* Origfnallr die Romish office fbr (be dead, consisting of thiitj 
masses refaearaed fbc diirtj dajrs after the death of the penoQ. Hence, 
a dirgr, but beie vsed for a funeral boi^ ot lameniuion. 
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Sleepe in thy peace, irtiile we with spce perfome thee, 
And Cedar^ wash thee, that no times consume thee. 

2. live, live thou dost, and shalt ; for why ? 

SMla doe fiat with their boJia die : 

^i;aoble off-springs, they may fall 

Into the flames of Funerall : 

Whenas the chosen seed shall spring 

Fresh, and for ever fiouiishing. 
Cho. And times to come shall, weeping, lead thy 

LessG in these Maible stones, then in thy 
stoiy. [than 

To Perenna, a ifistreste. 
T\EARE Perenna, prethee come. 

And with Stnailage* dresse my Tomb : 
Adde a Cjpresso^n% thereto, 
With a teaie ; and so Adieu. 

Great icatt, smaff rvst. 
ryp Flanks and Chines of Beefe doth Gorreii boast 
He has at home ; but who tasts boil'd or tost ? 
LocA in his Kine-tub, and you shall find there 
Two stiffe-blew-Pigs-feet, and a sow's deft eare. 

' See Gloasarial Indci 9. v. ' Herb, as before. 
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Upon a BUare-efd woman. 
AYITHERD with yeere^ and bed-rid Mumma 

lye; 

Diy-^xstcd all, but nw yet in her (yes. 

TJk Hiirie Temple .- or, Oberoa's Ckappdl. 

DediaUd to Mr. John Merrifield, 

Counsdior ai Law.' 

Ti AR£ Temples thou hast seen, I know. 

And ridi for in and outward show : 
Survey this Chappell, built, alone. 
Without or lime, or Wood, or Stone : 
Then say, if one th'ast scene more fine 
Then diis, the Fairies once, now Tbbe. [tktui 

TTuTimpU. 
A WAY enchac't with glasse & beads 

There is, that to the Ckq>pel leads : 
>Vbose stnicture (fn bis holy rest) 
Is here the Saiaeifi^ curious nest : 
Into die which who looks shall see 
His Ten^ of Idolatry .■ 

* Notbiiig sEcnu ID be nmr known of Hcnifidd. h is jna pa»> 
siblc tliM — aiilutNiglMiittlicpoeiii — dw name ma an invtntcdoiK, 
' limy FieU.' ' KingGsho. 



oyGoogle 



HESPERIDES. 



Where he of Godheads has audi store, 

As Rom^s PoMtk^oH had not xoxm. 

His house of RimmoH* thk he call^ 

Girt with small bones, instead of walls. 

Fiist, in a Nach* more black then }et, [than 

His Idol-Cricket there is set : 

Then in a Polisht Oroll by 

There stands hit Idol-JBtetleJUe : 

Next in an Aid), ti)an to this. 

His IM-Caniet* seated is : 

Then in a Round, is plact by these, 

His golden god, Cantharides. 

So that where ere ye look, ye see, 

No Cattail, no Cffrmsh^ &ee, 

Or Freece, from this fine Fripperies 

Now this the Fairies wo'd have known, 

Theirs is a mixt Religion. 

And some have heard the Elves it caH 

Fart Pagan, part PapisticaU. 

If unto me all Tongues were granted, 

I co'd not speak the Saints here painted. 

Saint TO," Saint Mt^ Saint /j,» Saint His? 

Who 'g^nst AfabssfaU pladt h«e right is. 

■ * Kings, V. iS. * ~iuche. * ~wDnn, 

* — coroice : ititl pianouDced ' comish ' in Deron. 

' St. Tinw. 1 St. New. • Si. Idiu. * St. Ida. 
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Sunt Wm^tk ff^ (of DO great fajgnes) 

But mlioi caO'd here Jvtiats ^ms. 

Saint Ai>,i Saint TV^* Saint FUi* S. F3iu* 

Ndther d>oae odia-Saint-ahqis will I 

Hare goe about fer to reate 

Their nnmbec (almost) infinite, 

Whidi ooe bj one bar set downe aie 

In this most corioas Calendar. 

First, at the enlianre of flie gatt^ 

A little-Fnppet-Priest dodi wait. 

Who sqneaks to all the commas there, 

RoMtrjomr tonpusf wJio tMter hen. 

An kmads bring Utitr, wMtmt tiame. 

A second pole, ffena, htma, fnfiuu. 

Hard bf, ith'sbeU of halfe a nn^ 

The Holf-water tboe it pat : 

A tittle bm^ of Sqoiiiils haires, 

ifZooffoiA of odde, not ercn paiies) 

Stands in the Flatta, (V close by, 

To pmge the Faine Fami^. 

■ St. tvAm or St. MMm. * Sc. Tij^na. * St. Pdan. * St. 
Fcfii. Whibt I have ginn diese HoaBih saints' """t*! I un not 
■BR bat Hcfiick vonld hare lu^bed loodlj at mj pains, and told 
OK (hat ht mcnif ^ic socfa names »a Paiiy saim might ha<e had. 
Cotca St. Will a* tli' Wi^M bdut Eke Am. 

* ~FaicK Ijngiut, &c Honcc, OiLiii. i, *. 
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Neere to the Altar stands the Priest, 
There oTring up the Hdy-Oist :' 
Ducking in Mood, and pafect Tense, 
Wth (much-good-dot him) reverence. 
The Altar is not here foure^uare, 
Vex in a foime Triangular ; 
Nor made of ^asse, at wood, or sttme^ 
But of a little Transverce bone; 
Which boyes, and Bmckel'd '' children call 
(Playing f<^ Points and Pins) CockalL^ 
Whose Iinnen-D«y)eiy is a thin 
Subtile and ductile Codtin's * skin ; 
Wluch o're the board is smoothly q>red, 
With tittle Seale-work Damask^ 
The Fringe that ciicumbinds * it too, 
Is Spangle-work of tiemblii^; dew, 
Which, gently gleaming, makes a show, 
IJke Frost-wo^ glitt'ring on the Snow. 



■ "holy fndn. Tbe idbcooe !■ to the oAring <tf ibe Host. 
' -bcKiimed, wet and (Ui^. Whence U it derived ? Ham i. t. 
taggata 'btcccfaed't bat it \aAnzjiui3axoarjttjwologj,»Jbdtaoc 

* —the hveUe ai pa«teniJ)one of tbe ibeep, used for a gune 
plajrod from clawic tiinea. 
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Upcm this fetuous ' board doth stand 
Something for SAew-inad, and at hand 
{Just in the middle of the Altar) 
Upon an end, the I^rie-Pta/ter, 
Gnc^ with the Tront-fiies curious wings. 
Which serve for watcbM ' RJbbanings. 
Now, we must know, the Elves aje led 
Right by die Rubiick, which they read. 
And if Repoit of them be tnie, 
They have their Text for what they doe ; 
I*, and their Book of Canons toa 
And, as Sir llamas Farson ' tells, 
They have their Book of Articles : 
And if that Fairie Knight not lies. 
They have their Book of Homilies : 
And other Scriptures, that designe 
A short, but righteous discipline. 
The Bason stands the board upon 
To take the Free-Oblation : 



* — fctite, wdl-mod^oi dbM, d^ftnt. 

' — wwclicd, dut blue. ' — Af, So in next page, 1 ai. 

* Thli might be puttua.geiKraliuiiie(bra cloSTiiuii ('panon'), 
'Sii' bdog the olden deaignadan of a priest. Bat the followiitg 
line, " that Fairie knight," looks as if some real penon were meant. 
Who? 
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A filflc Kttdnt; vliidi lli^ Isild 

More predous, then we prize our gold : [tAait 

Which duiity they give to manj 

Poore of the Parish, (if there's any). 

Upon the ends of these neat Railes 

<Hatcht,< with the SiWef4i^t of snails,) 

Hie Etres, is fcKmaU manner, fix 

Two pure, and hoty Ca/tidUsHdtt: 

In either which a small tall bmt ' 

Bums for the Altars ornament 

For sanctity, they have, to these. 

Their curious Copes and &trplias 

Of deanest Cebrueb, hanging by 

In their Stligums VesUrit.^ 

They have their AsApans, & their Sra>ms 

To putge the Chappet and the rooms : 

Their many mumbling Masse-pritiU here, 

And many a daiq>er Chorister. 

There ush'ring Vtrgirs, here likewise. 

Their Canons, and their Chm^Otrm : 

Of ClysUr-Monks they have enow, 

I, and their Abby-Ln^xrs ' too : 

* — d^nrvedi "Tlii* nroid, Who'll veA bMcbl": ChapmBn 
(Bailey*.*.) ' ■■ blade of coane giau orni^. 

* ~ Tcatiy oi church-nioni. * — laiy moolu. 
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And if thnr I^egend doe not lye, 

They much affect the Papade : 

And since the last is dead, there's hope, 

£Av Bim^au shaU luxt bt Paifie.^' 

They have theii Cufs and Chalias ; 

Their I\irdoiu and Indu^aua : 

Their Btads of Nits,i Sdi, Books, & Wax 

Cati^a (fonooth) and other bucks : 

Their Bbfy Oylt, thdr Batit^pUtk; 

Their iotrtd Salt here, ( not a little.) 

Dry ^fs, old shoots, rags, gttast, &• boats ; 

Beside their Fam^tions, 

To drive the Devill from the Cod-piece ■ 

Of theFryar, (ctfworkanodde-piece.) 

Matqr a trifle too, and trinket, 

And for what use, scarce man vo'd think it 

Next, then, upon the Chanters side 

An Applts-core is hung up di/d. 

With ratling K'mil", which is rung 

To call to Mom, and Even-Song. 

** Is diis a idbcnce to loinc nccnt Papal elcctiaii, of wliiA n 

' —out* la Dnonthln, «> in the kml pnnetb "So nunrni 
[nuta] , M) many pits [graTci] ," which sorms to point ta the ivd 
gcstible, and so deathlf, nature of nuts taken in over-qiuniiiy. 

' See Glossarial Index s. t. 
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The Saint, to which the most be ptayes 

And offers Intenu Nights and dayea, 

Hie La^ ot the Jj>6sitr' is, 

Whose foot-pace he doth stroak and kisse ; 

And, biimbly, chives * of Saffixm brings, 

For his most cheeifuU offerings. 

When, after these, h'as paid his vows, 

He lowly to the Altar bows : 

And then he dons the SUc-wonns shed,' 

(Uke a TitfAs TitHfont" on his head), 

And reverently depaiteth thence, 

Hid in a cloud of J^hutHiuaue: 

And by the ^ow-worms light wel guided. 

Goes to the Feast that* s now provided. 

2b Mutrase Katherine firadshaw, the laody, 
t/iat croumtd hm wifk LaureU 
^Jf Y Muse in Meads has spent her many houres, 
^tting, and sorting severall sorts of flowers, 

•Who? 

* — diip or shim, and in a plant U die diitad-like titfic and 

sdgma of the Aoirt. Saffion is ihu pan of the cnicas. * Coooon. 

> Tf^iiaw ^nfi SpAniab turbantc— *^]io hcad^lfcsa wreathed' 

' Impoatibk to identi^. Tbe BiadihawB weie to; nutnciiMis M 
Ib'ta petiod. No doubt a Devoasbire Beauty. 
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To make (at otben gariands : and to act 
On many a head here, man j a Coronet : 
But, amongst AH endicled here, not one 
Gave her a d;^ of Coronation ; 
im joa (sweet Mistresse) came and enterwove 
A Zamn/kftha, (ever young as love), 
You first erf all crown'd her ; she must of due, 
Render for that, a crowne of life to you. 

TU l^MtiiU, or md of Ufi? 
T F after rude and boystrous seas. 

My wearyed Pnmace here finds ease : 
If so it be I've gainM die shore 
With safety of a faithful Ore : 
If having nm my Barque on ground, 
Ye see the agfcd Vessell crown'd : 
Whafstobedone? but on the Sands 
Ye daoce^ and sing, md now dap hands. 
The first Acfs doubtfiill, (but we say) 
It is the last commends the Play. 



* TbeaeBMtbMcaoCTidemiidefaiceiadiePAawtKtarOnillus, 
fifth CarmeD. N. Very iligtit indeed, ir any such n 
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To the most verfuaa Mistrtsa Pot, 

who many times aitertaiiud him,* 

'\1^HEN I thiou^ all my many Poems look, 

And see your selfe to beautifie my Book ; 
Me thinks that onely lustre doth appeare 
A Light Ail-lilliiig all the Region here. 
Guild still with flames diis Firmament, and be 
A Lamp Eternal! to my Poetrie. 
Which if it now, or EJiall hereafter shine, 
Twas by your ^lendonr (Lady), not by mine. 
The Oile was yours ; and Oiat I owe for yet i 
Hepe^es the haife, who dds coi^esse the D^t. 

7i Jfattgne, to beaiime his F^ver. 

I. /~*HAIIM me asleep, and melt ine so 
Wth thy Delicious Numbers j 
That being ravisht, hence I goe 
Away in easie slumbers. 
Ease my dck head. 
And make my bed, 
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Thon Power that canst sever 
From me this ill : 
And quickly still : 
Though thou not kDl 
My Fever. 

3. Thou sweetly canst convert the sat 
From a consuming fire, 
Into a gentlfrJiddi^ flame. 
And make it thus e^ire. 
Then make me weep 
My paines asleep ; 
And give me such reposes, 
That I, poore I, 
May think, thereby, 
I live and die 

'Mongst Roses. 

3. FaU on me like a silent dew, 

Or like those Maiden showts, 

Which, by the peepe of day, doe si 

A Baptime "> o're the flowets. 

Melt, mdt my paines, 

VTith thy soft straines ; 

■ — bapdsin, u before. See GlosMrial Index ■- r. 
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That having ease me given, 
With fitU delist, 
I leave this light ; 
And take my flight 
For Heaven. 

Upm a Genilewomim with a 
aotd Voke. 
00 long you did not sing, 01 touch your Lut^ 
We knew twas Flesh and Blood, that there sate 
mute. 
But when your Flaying, and your Voice came in, 
Twas DO more yon thai, but a Cheniim. 

Upon Cupid.! 
AS la^y I a Garhmd bound, 

'H<H)gst Roses, I there Cupid fbtmd : 
I took him, put him in n^ aqi, 
And drunk with Wine, I drank him up. 
Hence then it is, that my poore brest 
Co'd never usee find any rest 

>• 59 (f <■> Bergk'* Ltiic 
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Upon Julia's hnasts. 
T^ISPLA.Y thy breasts, mfJvUa, there let me 

Bdiold that dicimunoTtall * puri^ : 
Betweene whose ^lies, there my lips lie lay, 
Ravisht, in that (aire Via Ladta. 

Best to ie merry. 
pOOLES are th^, irtio nev» know 

How the times away doe goe : 
But for us, who wisely see 
Where the bounds of black Death be : 
Let's live merrily, and thus 
Gratifie the Genius.* 

Tie Chat^ to Corinna. 
TIE not proud, but now eacline 
Your soft eare to Discipline. 
You have changes in your life. 
Sometimes peace, and sometimes strife : 
Yoa have ebbes of face and flowes, 
As your health or comes, or goes ; 

- ~nM>R (ban moitaL (See Gkssaiial Index Dnda dicum.) 
Pcriiaps a rderoice to the " gkny " ot purity that mtroands (tlw 
bead of) saints. See " g-ldries " in 1. 3. 

' Used in the Roman sense for guardian spirit or pcnoDal Laf. 
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Vaa have hopes, and doubts, and feares 
Numberiesse, as aie your haires. 
You have Pulses that doe beat 
High, and passions lesse of heat* 
You are young, but must be old, 
And, to these, ye must be told. 
Time, ere long, will come and plow 
LoathM Fuirowes in your brow : 
And the dininesse of your eye 
Will DO other thing imply. 

But you must die 

AsweUasI. 

Jfo LaA against Ltkkerk. 
D ARRE dose as you can, and bolt last too your 

do(»«. 
To keep oat the Letcher, and keep in the whore : 
Yet, quickly youl see I9 the tume of a pin. 
The Whore to come out, or the Letcher come in. 

\ST quickem Natun ; CarewSlmaktaface: 
Needed beauty peris futh apace. 

* — pudoa) wanting: ■■■ hOt ■■ ^> dqweuing- passion*. 
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Upon kimselft. 
VjOP-EVD' I am, as some have said. 
Because I've liv'd so long a maid : 
But grant that I sho'd wedded be, 
Saio'd I a jot the better see? 
No, I sho'd think, that Marriage might, 
Rather then mend, put out the light [ihan 

Upon a Fkysitian. 
'T'HOU cam'st to cure me (Doctor) of my cold. 

And caught'st thy selfe the more by twenty fold: 
Prethee goe home ; and for thy credit be 
First cui'd thy selfe ; then come and cure me. 

Upon Sudds a Laundrtsse. 
CUDDS Launders Bands in pisse ; and starches them 
Both with her Husband's, and her own tough fleamc. 

To the Rose. Song. 
I. r^OE, happy Rose, and enterwove 

With other Flowers, bind my Love. 
Tell her too, she must not be, 
Longer flowing, IcHiger free. 
That so oft has fetter-d m& 

* — short-sighied or dim-sighted. 
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2. Sajr (if she's fretfull) I have bands 

Of Pearle, and Gold, to bind her hands : 
Tell her, if she stni^le still, 
I have Mirtle rods, (at will) 
For to tame, though not to kill. 

3. Take thou my blessing, thus, and goe, 
And tell her this, but doe not so, 

Lest a handsome anger flye. 
Like a Li^tning, from her eye. 
And bum thee up, as well as L 

{/pen Guesse. Spig- 
r* UESSE cuts his shooes, and limping, goes about 
To have men think he's troubled with the Gout : 
But 'tis no Gout (beleeve it) but hard Beere, 
Whose acrimonious humour bites him [t]here. 



"yHOU art a plant sprung up to wither never. 
But like a Laurell, to grow green for ever. 

Up<m a painted Gentlewoman. 
T^EN say y'are feire ; and toe ye are, 'tis true ; 

But ( Hark !) we praise the Painter now, not you. 
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Upon a crooked Maid. 
/~^ ROOKED you are, but that dislikes not me ; 

So you be straight, where Virgins stnuglit sho'd be. 

Draw Glova.* 
AT Draw-Gloves weT play. 
And prethee, let* s lay 
A H-ager, and let it be this ; 
Who first to the Summe 
Of twenty shall come, 
Shall have for his winning a kisse. 

To Mustek, to becalme a sweet-Hck-youth. 
Z^* HARMS, that call down the moon from out h» sphere. 

On this sick youth work your enchantments here : 
Bind up his senses with your numbers, so, 
As to entrance his paine, or cure his woe. 
Fall gently, gently, and a while him keep 
Lost in the dvill Wildemesse of sleep : ^ 
That done, then let him, dispossest oi paine, 
Uke to a slumbring Bride, awake againe. 

* An old Eng^Ush spoit ot game. Cf. Stnitt s. t. 
I Cf. Maud : 

"Hsisl given fiilse death her hand, aad stoVa vwaj 
To dicamfUl wasies, where footless fancies dwell." 
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To thi B^h and NOU Prince, GEORGE, 
£>uiu, Mar^uase, and Earit of 
Buckingham.^ 
'M'EVKR my Book's perfection did &ppeare, 
Til I had got the name of Villars here. 
Now "ds so iull, that when therein I look, 
I see a Cloud of Gloiy fills my Book. 
Here stand it stil to dignifie our Muse, 
Your sober Hand-maid ; who doth wisely chuse, 
Your Name to be a Laurtat- Wrtaiht to Hir, 
Who doth both lore and feare you Honout'd Sir. 

ffis Secantation, 
T OVE, I recant. 

And patdon craves 
That lately I offended, 
Buttwas, 
Alas, 
To make a brave,* 
But no disdaine intended. 

No more lie vaunt. 
For now I see, 
Thou onely hast the power, 

* Thi BuckiOE^am of Historr. ' 'bfando. 
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To find, 

And bind 

A heait that's fiee. 

And slave > it in an home. 

7^ comming of p>od lutk. 
CO Good-luck came, and cm my loofe did lif^t. 

Like n(q'9e4e3se Snow ; <« as the dew Oi night : 
Not all at once, but gendy, as the trees 
Are, by the Sun^)eains, dckel'd by degrees. 

TJu Pment: oi. The Bag of the Bee. 
TTLV to my Mistresse, pretty pilfting Bee, 

And say, thou bring'st this H(Hiy-bag from roe : 
When on her Hp, thou hast thy sweet dew plact. 
Hark, if her tongue, but slily, steale 8 taste. 
If so, we live ; if not, with mourofuU hunune^ 
T<^ forth my deadi; next, to my buiyall come. 

OnLimt. 
T OVE bade me aske a gifl. 
And I no more did move,* 
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But this, that I might shift 

Still with my clothes, my Love : 

That fiivoor gAnted was ; 

S&ce which, liiou^ I love maoy, 
Yet 80 it comes to passe. 
That long I love not any. 

Tie Bod-cart, or Harvat kome: 

To tke H^kt HoKMr^le, 

Mildmay, Earit ^ 

WestmcolaiHl' 

/~'OHE, Sons f£ Summer, by whose toile, 

We are Uie Lotxls (rf Wne and CHle : 
By irtiose tou^ labours, and rough hands, 
We lip up first, then re^ our lands. 
Crown'd with the eares of come, now come, 
And, to the Pipe, sing Harvest home. 
Come fwth, my Lord, and see the Cart 
Diest up with all the Country Art 
See, here a Maukin,* there a sheet, 
As spotlesse pure, as It is sweet : 



* See fMnwt note oa dU« poct-noble, uiil Hemorial-IntrodiKCiao. 

* •• mfnllpn ■ cloth DBuallf wetted and attaduiil to k pole to dean 
It a blkcr'i oven-floCT. In Devon, a ckidi or clout gaten^y. 



oyGoogle 



i HESPERIDES. 

The Horses, Maies, and fiialdng Fillies, 

(Clad, all, in liimeii, irtiite aa Lillies.) 

The Harvest Swaioes, and Wencbes txnmd 

For )oy, to see the Sed^art > crown'd. 

About the Cart, heare, how tfie Root 

Of Ruiall Younglings laise the shoat ; 

Pressing before, some coming after, 

Those with a shout, and these with laughter. 

Some blesse the Cart ; some kisse the sheaves ; 

Some prank * them up with Oaken leaves : 

Some Crosse the Ml-hoise ;^ some with great 

Devotion, stroak the hom&Jx}me wheat : 

While other Rusticks, lesse attent 

To Prayers, then to Menyment, \than 

Run after with thdr breeches rent 

Well, on, biave boyes, to your Lords Heaidi, 

<^tfring wi± fire ; where, for your mirth, 

Ve shall see first the huge and cheefe 

Foundation of your Feast, Fat Beefe : 

With Vppa Stories, Mutton, Veale 

And Baom, (which makes full the meale) 

With sev'taD dishes standing by, 

As here a CuBtard, there a Fie, 

See Glosaaiial Index ■. v. 

» adorn. ' ■> the shaft or fill hoise. 
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And bere all-tenqitiiig Fnimentie.' 

And far to make the merry cbeere. 

If smi^iiig ^ Wne be wanting here, 

Theie's that, which drowns all care, stout Beere ; 

Which freely diink to yonr Lords health. 

Then to the Plough, (the Common-wealth) 

Next to youi Flailes, yotii Fanes,' your Fatts ;* 

Then to the Maids with Wheaten-Hats : 

To die roog^ Sidde, and crookt Sythe, 

Drink, ftollick, boyes, till all be biythe. 

Feed, and grow &t ; and u ye eat. 

Be mindfiiU, that the labViog Neat ■ 

(As you) may have th^ fill of meat 

And know, beddes, ye must revoke 

The patient Oxe unto the Yoke, 

And all goe back unto the Plough 

And Harrow, (though they^ hang'd up now.) 

And, you must know, your Lords word's true. 

Feed him ye must, whose food fils you. 

And that this pleasure is like raine. 



T — hnlkd wheal boilol in milk and faiiously sesioned. 

* We aa.j ' winking ' — tpaikliog. 

' — tellDcn or bn*, for winnowing : or perchance ' *>nei * 
mark the wind~weaiber-cocks. I add the alternative becaose it 
used provincially in both senses. ' 'lats. - ~ozen. 
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Not sent ye for to drowne your paine, 
But for to make it qoing igwoe. 

'pO-MORROW, /ulu, I betimes must rise. 

For some small fault, to offer sacrifice : 
The Altai's ready ; Fire to consume 
The fat ; breathe thou, and there's the rich perfume. 



T ET but thy voice engender with the string, 

And Angels will be borne, while thou doEt sing. 



Nat to love. 
UTE that will not love, must be 

My Scholar, and leani this of me : 
There be in Love as many feares, 
As the Summer's Come has eares : 
Si^B, and sobs, and soirowes more 
Then the sand, that makes the shore : [than 

Freezing cold, and fine heats. 
Fainting swoones, and deadly sweats \ 
Now an Ague, then a Fever, 
Both tormenting Lovers ever. 
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Wods't thou know, besides all diese, 
How hard a woman 'ds to please 7 
How croEse, how sullen, and how soone 
She shifts and changes like the Moone. 
How false, how hollow she's in heait ; 
And how she is her owne least part :' 
How hig^ she's priz'd, and worth but small ; 
little thou't love, or not at all. 

To Mustek A Song. 
JLffUSICK., thou Quetn of Heaven, Caie-chaiming spel, 

That strik'st a stilnesse into hell : 
Thou that tam'st Tygers, and fierce storms (that rise) 

With thy soule-melting Lullabies : 
Fall down, down, down, from those thy chiming spheres. 
To chaime our soules, as thou enchant'st our eares. 

To the Wtttemwind. 
I. CWEET Western Wmd, whose luck it is, 
(Made rivall with the aire) 
To give Permndi lip a kisse, 
And fan her wanton haire. 

■ IfcaniDg—Tcrylittlebenelf, but cbirf^aud tnonunaUrMmc- 
bodj or nmethtDg else : oc pabaiw note cmnctly " for erecr pas- 
sion •oinediiiig, and fM- no puaion tml; anything-," as Mys Rosa- 
lind in As You Uke Ii. 
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a. Bring me but one, Ue piomise thee, 
Instead of common showery 
Thy wings shall be embalm'd by me, 
And all beset witli floweis. 

C^lm tJit deatk of his S^mm. 
AnEUgie. 
'IXT'HY doe not all fresh maids appeare 

To vrork Love's Sampler* onely here, ' 
Whae spring-tinie smiles throughout the yeare ? 
Are not here Sose-buds, Pinks, all flowers, 
Nature b^ets by th' Sun and showers, 
Met in one Heaice-clolh,' to ore-spared 
The body of the under-dead? 
PhiU,^ the late dead, the late dead Deare, 
1 may no eye distill a Teare 
Fw you once lost, who we^ not here ! 

* See GlosMjial Index ■■ T. * — beaiM-cloth (aifaocnla). 

* Tbe UKof' Riil' for the'spurow' b j Sir PfaiUp Sidner, has 
kd to tudtcnnu minmdentandiQgr of his " AstrophEl and Stella." 
WboHX iSd FhQ originaiE ? Probab^ ftaax didt note, wfaicli wa* 
wpTMWiteJ in Bngliab b; ' phip, phip.' So in Skebon's degj oo 
Philip Spufcw: 

" And when I sajd Phyp Phip 
Then he woU Ic^ie and skip." 
See Ljlj^s Hothn BumUc^ 
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Had letdia (too-too-kind) but knovn 
This Sparrow, she had scom'd her own : 
And for this dead which tmder-lies, 
Wept out hei heart, as well as eyes. 
But endlesse Peace, sit here, and keep 
My PM/, the time he has to steep, 
And thousand Virgins come and weep, 
To make these flowrie Carpets show 
Fresh, as their blood ; and ever grow. 
Till passengers shall spend their doome, 
Not VtrgiTs &iat had such a TombJ 

To Frimrtaes fitPd with morning-dew. 
• AA/H^ <l°^ y^ ircq), sweet Babes? can Tears 
Speak griefe in you. 
Who were but borne 
Just as the modest Mome 
Teem'd ' her refreshing dew ? 
Alas, you have not known that shower, 
That manes a flower ; 
Nor ielt th'uokind 
Breath of a blasting wind ; 
Nor are ye wome with yeares ; 

' Spurious : but Spenstr tnuialated it. * — poored out. 
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Orvaipt, Its we, 

Who think it strange to see, 

Such pKtty flowers, ^ike to Oiphins young,) 

To apeak by Teares, befoie ye have a Tongue- 

a. Speak, whimp'iing Younglings, and make known 
The reason, why 
Ye droop, and weep ; 
Is it f(v want of sleep ? 
Or childish Lullabie? 
Oi that ye have not seen as yet 
The yioiett 
Or brouf^t a kdsse 
From that Sweet-heait, to this? 
Ko, no, this soirow shown . . 

By your teaies shed, 
Wo'd have this Lecture read, 
That things of greatest, so of meanest woidi, 
Conceiv'd with grief are, and with teares brought fbith. 



END OF VOL. I 
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